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Executive Summary
The ANSI ASC X12 electronic data interchange (EDI) standard is a cornerstone of automated business-to-

business communication, especially in North America ([1] www.truecommerce.com) ([2] handwiki.org). Developed

under ANSI in 1979 ([3] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com) ([4] www.kissingerassoc.com), X12 defines hundreds

of transaction sets for virtually every business process, from purchase orders (EDI 850) to invoices (EDI 810) to

complex healthcare exchanges. In U.S. healthcare, a subset of X12 transactions are mandated by HIPAA (the

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act), notably the 270/271 eligibility inquiry/response and 278

healthcare services review (certification/authorization) transactions ([5] www.healthit.gov) ([6]

learn.microsoft.com). These enable providers to verify patient insurance coverage electronically (270/271) and to

obtain and report prior authorizations or referrals (278) without paper or fax.

This report provides an exhaustive deep dive into the X12 EDI protocol, with emphasis on the 270/271 and 278

healthcare transactions. We trace the history of EDI and X12, explain the technical structure of X12 messages

(segments, envelopes, loops), and detail the content and usage of the 270/271 and 278 sets. The report also

examines volumes and trends – for example, survey data indicate U.S. clearinghouses alone processed >400

million electronic claims in a single year ([7] www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com), and industry forecasts project

the global healthcare EDI market growing to ~$7.1 billion by 2029 ([8] www.globenewswire.com). We discuss

operational impacts and efficiencies (e.g. potential per-claim savings of ~$1–1.50 ([9]

www.globenewswire.com)) as well as challenges and future directions. Finally, we survey real-world examples

and expert commentary, including use-case scenarios and cutting-edge initiatives (e.g. mapping X12 to HL7

FHIR). All claims are substantiated with extensive references.

Introduction and Background
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) is the standardized computer-to-computer exchange of business

documents. Instead of paper forms (purchase orders, invoices, medical claims, etc.), EDI transmits structured

text messages that follow agreed formats ([10] handwiki.org) ([11] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com). Early EDI

efforts date to the 1960s–70s, notably the US Transportation Data Coordinating Committee (TDCC) and U.K.

TRADACOMS projects ([12] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com). In 1979, ANSI chartered the Accredited

Standards Committee X12 to create a uniform, extendable EDI standard – the ANSI ASC X12 standard ([3]

iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com). X12 formalized the notion of a transaction set: a self-contained

“document” (e.g. a purchase order) composed of hierarchical segments and elements ([12]

iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com) ([13] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com). Over the decades X12

proliferated – today it includes 275+ transaction sets covering finance, transportation, supply chain, and

insurance (including healthcare) ([13] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com) ([1] www.truecommerce.com). It

remains the dominant EDI standard in North America ([1] www.truecommerce.com) ([2] handwiki.org).

Within this X12 ecosystem, healthcare occupies a major niche. In U.S. healthcare, HIPAA’s Administrative

Simplification rules mandated specific X12 transaction sets for data like claims, eligibility, payment, and referrals

([5] www.healthit.gov) ([6] learn.microsoft.com). As one Microsoft reference notes, ANSI X12 transaction sets

270/271 (Eligibility), 276/277 (Claim Status), 278 (Referrals/Authorizations), 834 (Enrollment), 835 (Remittance

Advice), 837 (Claims), and others are standardized for HIPAA use ([6] learn.microsoft.com) ([14]

learn.microsoft.com). Implementation guides (TR3 documents) published by X12 (now X12N subcommittee)

specify the content of each set. For example, CMS notes that the ASC X12N/005010X279 implementation guide

for 270/271 (published 2008, errata 2010) was adopted in 2009 and became mandatory in 2012 ([5]

www.healthit.gov).
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Today, X12 EDI powers the vast majority of healthcare administration. Industry surveys and market analyses

highlight its scale. In 2007, a clearinghouse consortium reported processing over 400 million unique

electronic claims (X12 837) in one year – a half trillion dollars in billed charges ([7]

www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com). That figure only covered claims; it excluded other EDI flows (eligibility

checks, referrals, payments, etc.) ([15] www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com). More recent projections forecast

continued growth: a 2025 market report values the global healthcare EDI market at ~$4.47 B (2024) to $7.11 B

by 2029 (CAGR ~9.7%) ([8] www.globenewswire.com), driven by rising claim volumes (the CAQH Index 2023

estimated ~9.5 billion claims) and cost-saving mandates ([16] www.globenewswire.com).

Below we first review X12’s core structure, then drill into the healthcare-specific details of the 270/271 and 278

transactions, presenting their purpose, content, and significance.We interweave expert perspectives and data,

discuss implementation and operating rules, and conclude with future implications (e.g. emerging standards and

approaches).

The ANSI X12 EDI Standard

Structure and Components of an X12 Message

An X12 interchange has a strict layered syntax. At the top is the Interchange Envelope, delimited by the ISA

(Interchange Control Header) and IEA (Interchange Control Trailer) segments. The ISA segment identifies the

sender, receiver, date/time, and version of the EDI format ([17] www.learnedi.org). For example, in a 270 inquiry

message the ISA segment might specify sender ID, receiver ID, date/time, and version “005010X279A1” (the

5010 version of the 270/271 guide) ([18] www.learnedi.org). The IEA segment ends the interchange. Inside the

interchange are one or more Functional Groups, each wrapped by GS/GE segments. A functional group bundles

one or more related transaction sets (sharing the same type code). Finally, within each functional group are

individual Transaction Sets, each beginning with an ST segment and ending with an SE segment.

Within a transaction set, the data is organized in loops of segments. These loops can nest hierarchically. A key

element is the HL (Hierarchical Level) segment, which establishes parent-child relationships among data loops.

For example, in healthcare transactions we often see Loop 2000A (Information Source, e.g. insurance payer),

Loop 2000B (Information Receiver, e.g. healthcare provider), Loop 2000C (Subscriber), and Loop 2000D

(Dependent). The HL segments carry hierarchical IDs so that child loops (2000B/C/D) are explicitly tied to a

specific parent loop ([19] www.stedi.com) ([20] www.stedi.com). As one implementation guide explains, the HL

structure “efficiently nest [s] related occurrences of information” and “clearly identify [ies] the relationship of

the patient to the subscriber and the subscriber to the provider” ([19] www.stedi.com).

Each loop contains data through various segments, each segment being a series of elements. Common

envelope segments include NM1 (Name; used to identify persons or organizations), PER (Contact Information),

N3/N4 (Address, City/State/Zip), DMG (Demographic), REF (Reference ID), DTP (Date), etc. For instance,

NM1PR2INSURANCECO*****PI12345~ would identify an insurance company (PR qualifier, entity type 2) with

payer ID 12345 ([21] www.learnedi.org). Likewise, NM1IL1DOEJOHN***MI123456789~ might identify subscriber

John Doe (IL qualifier for insured/patient, with member ID) ([21] www.learnedi.org). Standard segment identifiers

(ISA, GS, ST, NM1, HL, etc.) and codes (plan IDs, diagnosis codes, procedure codes, etc.) are defined in X12

code lists or in related code sources (such as ICD, CPT, HCPCS, NDC). The X12 standard prescribes which

segments are required or optional, and how many times they can repeat.

Together, this structure allows systems to parse an X12 file unambiguously. Each segment starts with a two- or

three-letter code (ISA, NM1, HL, etc.), and uses fixed delimiters (by convention *  for element separator and

\~  for segment terminator, though actual characters can vary). Because the format is highly rigid, X12
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transactions must follow exact syntax rules (an advantage for machine-readability but a challenge if trading

partners misconfigure). Over 40 years, X12 has evolved incrementally: from early versions (e.g. 4010) to the

current HIPAA 5010A1 standard to the latest 6020 release. X12 also provides implementation guides (TR3

documents) that give detailed usage notes for industries (such as the Health Care Eligibility Guide for 270/271).

X12 in Different Industries

While this report focuses on healthcare transactions, it is useful to note that X12 is truly cross-industry. X12

transactions cover retail (850 Purchase Order, 940 Shipping Order, etc.), finance (820 Payment Order, 810

Invoice), transportation (401 Freight Invoice, 210 Motor Carrier Freight Details, etc.), government, and more ([13]

iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com) ([1] www.truecommerce.com). In fact, X12 proponents claim over 75% of

global trade flows through some standardized format, with ANSI X12 prevailing in North America and

UN/EDIFACT elsewhere ([13] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com) ([2] handwiki.org). By providing a “common

language”, X12 has enabled massive automation: it is reported that “billions of daily transactions” occur via X12

standards worldwide ([13] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com).

In healthcare specifically, X12 transactions are the norm for administrative data. Virtually all hospitals, clinics,

insurers, and clearinghouses use X12 for claims submission, eligibility checks, payment advices, referral

authorizations, and enrollments. For example, one healthcare EDI guide notes that “every year, nearly 95% of

provider claims are submitted electronically via HIPAA X12 837” ([1] www.truecommerce.com). Table 1 (below)

lists key healthcare transaction sets under ANSI X12, showing their IDs, names, and purposes. These sets are

used across hospitals, physician practices, pharmacies, and insurance plans.

Transaction Set

(X12 ID)
Name Purpose (Healthcare)

270 – Eligibility

Inquiry

Eligibility, Coverage or Benefit Inquiry

(Request)

Check if a patient/subscriber is covered under a plan

and get preliminary benefit info

271 – Eligibility

Response

Eligibility, Coverage or Benefit Information

(Response)

Respond with actual coverage details, benefit status,

copays, deductibles, etc.

834 – Enrollment Benefit Enrollment and Maintenance
Submit enrollment or disenrollment of a member to a

health plan

835 – Remittance

Advice
Health Care Claim Payment/Advice

Send claim payment details from insurer to provider

(Explanation of Benefits)

837P/I/D – Claim

Submit

Professional (P), Institutional (I), Dental (D)

Claims Submission

Submit medical/dental claim details from provider to

payer

276 – Claim Status

Request
Health Care Claim Status Request (Inquiry) Ask payer about the adjudication status of a claim

277 – Claim Status

Response

Health Care Claim Status Notification

(Response)

Payer ’s response with claim processing status and

reasons

278 – Referral/Auth

Review

Health Care Services Review –

Request/Response

Send or receive prior authorization or referral

certification for services

820 – Payment Order Payroll Deductions/EFT
Electronically transfer premium payments or statutory

deductions

Table 1: Common HIPAA-mandated ANSI X12 healthcare transactions. (Source: X12 and industry guides ([6]

learn.microsoft.com) ([14] learn.microsoft.com).)

Each of these transaction sets has an official implementation guide. Covered entities (providers, payers,

pharmacies, clearinghouses) in the US must use the X12 standard format for these data flows. The Department

IntuitionLabs - Custom AI Software Development
from the leading AI expert Adrien Laurent X12 EDI Transactions: A Guide to Healthcare's 270/271 & 278

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai - North America's Leading AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech. All rights reserved. Page 4 of 16

https://iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com/TLs/TL_soa_ebiz_edix12/source/intro_edix9.htm#:~:text=With%20over%20275%20transaction%20sets%2C,and%20federal%20and%20state%20government
https://iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com/TLs/TL_soa_ebiz_edix12/source/intro_edix9.htm#:~:text=With%20over%20275%20transaction%20sets%2C,and%20federal%20and%20state%20government
https://www.truecommerce.com/blog/edi-standards-explained/#:~:text=ANSI%20X12%20EDI%2C%20developed%20by,dominant%C2%A0EDI%20standard%20in%20North%20America
https://iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com/TLs/TL_soa_ebiz_edix12/source/intro_edix9.htm#:~:text=With%20over%20275%20transaction%20sets%2C,and%20federal%20and%20state%20government
https://handwiki.org/wiki/Electronic_data_interchange#:~:text=,predominant%20in%20global%20supply%20chain
https://iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com/TLs/TL_soa_ebiz_edix12/source/intro_edix9.htm#:~:text=With%20over%20275%20transaction%20sets%2C,and%20federal%20and%20state%20government
https://www.truecommerce.com/blog/edi-standards-explained/#:~:text=ANSI%20X12%20EDI%2C%20developed%20by,dominant%C2%A0EDI%20standard%20in%20North%20America
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/biztalk/core/hipaa-transaction-sets#:~:text=270%20%20%7C%20Image%3A%2011ee8508,Request
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/biztalk/core/hipaa-transaction-sets#:~:text=270%20%20%7C%20Image%3A%2011ee8508,Request
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/biztalk/core/hipaa-transaction-sets#:~:text=278%20%20%7C%20Image%3A%2011ee8508,0%20Image
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/x12-edi-transactions-guide?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf


of Health and Human Services (HHS) enforced HIPAA’s Transactions and Code Sets Rule to ensure uniformity:

for example, the 270/271 and 834/835/837 transactions were all required to meet the 5010A1 version of X12 by

January 2012 ([5] www.healthit.gov) ([6] learn.microsoft.com). The CMS Interoperability standards pages confirm

these compliance deadlines and also note that testing (via the Medicare “ASETT” tool) was mandated to validate

EDI readiness ([5] www.healthit.gov).

ANSI X12 270/271: Eligibility and Benefits

Inquiry/Response

Purpose and Business Use Cases

The 270/271 transaction pair addresses a fundamental question in healthcare: “Is this patient covered, and for

what services?” Transaction 270 (Eligibility Inquiry) is sent by a healthcare provider or agent to an insurance

payer to ask about a subscriber’s coverage; transaction 271 (Eligibility Response) answers it. In practice, a clinic

will send a 270 before or at the time of service to verify that the patient’s plan is active and to retrieve key

benefit details. This may occur during patient check-in, claims processing, or in automated workflows – often

even triggered by a scheduling or billing system.

Detailed descriptions emphasize this: X12’s official implementation guide states that the 270/271 set is used

“for determining if an information source organization, such as an insurance company, has a particular

subscriber or dependent on file and for determining the details of health care eligibility and/or benefit

information.” ([22] ecommerce.x12.org). In other words, it checks who is covered (subscriber or dependent status)

and what coverage applies (plan coverage, copays, deductibles, benefit limits). The transaction can request

benefits associated with specific services or in general, and can cover multiple dependents or service events in

one message. Intended trading partners include providers, hospitals, doctors, billing services, and payers

(insurers, HMOs, Medicare, Medicaid, etc.) ([23] ecommerce.x12.org).

Healthcare blogs and EDI guides agree. For instance, LearnEDI summarizes: “The EDI 270 is a standard

electronic transaction that healthcare providers… use to inquire about a patient’s insurance coverage and

eligibility” ([24] www.learnedi.org). It notes the inquiry “includes key subscriber details, such as ID numbers,

coverage dates, and specifics regarding the healthcare service the provider plans to perform” ([25]

www.learnedi.org). Midwest case studies repeatedly highlight the consequences of not checking eligibility: many

patient billing disputes arise because eligibility was assumed but not verified. The 270/271 exchange automates

this check, ideally catching coverage lapses or plan limits before a claim is submitted.

After receiving the 270, the insurance company processes it and returns a 271. The 271 contains the answered

coverage: e.g. “Patient John Doe is covered from 2023-01-01 to 2023-12-31 under Plan XYZ; copay $20; co-

insurance 80%; deductible $500; no exclusions for the requested service.” The insurer may also indicate

reasons for ineligibility (e.g. inactive membership) or notes like benefit maximums. LearnEDI describes the 271

as including “the patient’s benefit status, applicable coverage details, and any service limitations,” noting the

270 and 271 together “create a fast, reliable exchange” that prevents billing surprises ([26] www.learnedi.org).

In short, the 270/271 transactions let payers and providers exchange eligibility data rapidly and reliably, reducing

no-balance claims and patient disputes. U.S. regulations underline this importance: HIPAA’s operating rules

require timely responses (see below), and CMS has specialized companion guides to ensure consistency of data

content. The value is tangible – experts estimate that automated eligibility checking via EDI can save providers

significant time and reduce claim denials.
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Transaction Structure and Data Content

The 270 transaction set (Eligibility Inquiry) has a defined hierarchical structure (per the X12 270/271 TR3). At

the top is the provider or “Information Receiver” (Loop 2000B), and the payer or “Information Source” (Loop

2000A). Within those loops, Subscriber (Loop 2000C) and Dependent (Loop 2000D) loops convey person-level

info. A simplified outline is:

Loop 2000A (Information Source) – HL segment identifies the payer/HMO. NM1 and related segments in

this loop name the insurance company, assign it an ID, and provide payer-specific data (address, contact

person, etc.).

Loop 2000B (Information Receiver) – HL segment identifies the provider or entity asking the question.

NM1 in 2000B names the provider (doctor, hospital, billing service) and gives credentials (e.g. NPI, tax ID).

Loop 2000C (Subscriber) – HL segment introduces the subscriber (primary insured). This typically reports

the patient’s name, ID, birth date, relationship (often “self” if patient is subscriber) via NM1 and DMG

segments.

Loop 2000D (Dependent) – HL segment for dependents (if the inquiry covers spouse or children). Includes

subscriber name again, with varying relationship codes, etc.

Eligibility Information – After HL/Name loops, DE or EB segments appear containing requested service

codes or benefit plan details. In 270, segments like EB (Eligibility or Benefit) can request information about a

particular benefit (if needed), and a DTP (Date) segment might specify the date of service.

A key point: the 270 is often used in real-time or near-real-time. The CAQH CORE operating rules (federally

mandated HIPAA operating rules for eligibility) require that if a provider submits a 270 inquiry over a secure

connection, the payer must return a 271 response within 20 seconds 90% of the time ([27] ediacademy.com).

(Specifically, CAQH CORE Rule 270/276 Response Time mandates that a round-trip 270→271 complete in ≤20

seconds for 90% of transactions per month ([27] ediacademy.com).) This expectation enables point-of-service

checks. In batch scenarios, multiple 270s may be sent (e.g. nightly uploads), but the common online pattern is a

single 270 per patient at check-in.

The content of the 270 includes identifiers and search keys. Required fields typically include the subscriber’s

insurance ID number (in a REF or NM1 element), birth date, name, and the payer’s ID (NM1 or in the GS/ISA).

Optional info can include the requested service code (e.g. CPT/HCPCS code in EB segment) or other

demographic qualifiers. For example, NM1 segments in 270/271 transactions are used to identify the eligibility

information source and receiver. One reference notes: “This NM1 loop is used to identify the eligibility or benefit

information source (e.g., insurance company, HMO, IPA, employer)” ([28] www.stedi.com), and similarly for the

receiver (the healthcare provider) in Loop 2100B of the 270. Segment DMG is used in 2100C to convey birth

date and gender of the patient.

An illustrative snippet of a 270 (from LearnEDI) shows the flow:

ISA*00* *00* *ZZ*SENDERID*ZZ*RECEIVERID*210101*1230*^*00501*000000001*0*T*:\~

GS*HS*SENDERID*RECEIVERID*20210101*1230*1*X*005010X279A1\~

ST*270*0001*005010X279A1\~

BHT*0022*13*123456*20210101*1230\~

NM1*PR*2*INSURANCE COMPANY*****PI*12345\~

NM1*1P*2*HOSPITAL NAME*****XX*9876543210\~

NM1*IL*1*DOE*JOHN****MI*123456789\~

SE*9*0001\~

This shows: NM1*PR  identifies payer (PI qualifier = payer ID 12345), NM1*1P  identifies provider (XX qualifier =

NPI 9876543210), and NM1*IL  identifies the insured John Doe (MI qualifier = member ID) ([21] www.learnedi.org).
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The 271 response mirrors this structure: it will have corresponding HL/NM1 loops for payer and provider, and

loops for subscriber/dependent containing the coverage data. Critically, the 271 will include segments like SE

(Service Eligibility), EB (Eligibility/Benefit), AAA (Request Validation Status), LS/LE for loops, etc., that indicate

whether each requested benefit is active. For example, an EB segment might show coverage for the requested

service code along with coverage amount or percentage. PER segments may list payer contact info, DTP

segments give effective dates, etc. In plain terms, the 271 spells out “Yes, John Doe has X coverage, subject to

Y limitations, until this date”.

Data and Operating Rules

Because the integrity of the eligibility check is so important, the X12 270/271 flow is tightly regulated. HIPAA

requires the data content to follow the ASC X12 005010X279 TR3 (with errata) for 270/271 ([5] www.healthit.gov).

Supplemental CAQH CORE Operating Rules further add consistency: for instance, the CAQH CORE Eligibility &

Benefits rules (Infrastructure and Data Content rules) mandate standard transport (AS2 or Web services for

270), use of certain data elements (e.g. SENDERS/RECEIVERS must use identifiers like NPI, etc.), and response-

time commitments. These rules (adopted into federal rule) ensure that disparate systems interoperate

predictably ([29] www.caqh.org). In particular, CAQH CORE’s “real-time response” rule 156 (and 250 for

synchronous transactions) enforces the 20-second round-trip requirement mentioned above ([27]

ediacademy.com). (If a response is not immediate, systems must keep the session open for up to 60 seconds in

case of delay ([30] ediacademy.com), and treat any late response as a success if it arrives.)

Practically, nearly all health plans and providers in the U.S. have certified compliance with these rules. Many

clearinghouses and EHR systems automatically issue a 270 for a new encounter and display the 271 results at

registration. Payors often publish maps and companion guides indicating how their 270/271 implementations

work. A well-known benefit is the reduction in claim rejections: one source notes that by automating eligibility

checks, “organizations implementing EDI save up to 60% of time on document processing and reduce errors by

30–40%” ([31] corpsoft.io). Industry analyses also quantify cost savings – e.g. the Workgroup for EDI (WEDI)

estimates that EDI saves on the order of $1.00 per claim for insurers and up to $1.49 per claim for physicians ([9]

www.globenewswire.com).

Examples and Analysis

A typical real-world sequence is as follows: A patient arrives at a clinic. The provider’s system sends an X12 270

to the patient’s listed insurer, including the patient’s member ID and service code. Within seconds, a 271 comes

back. The provider’s staff or system sees “Active – covered; co-pay $20; deductible met” automatically, and

proceeds without fear of denial. If coverage has lapsed or the requested service is excluded, the 271 will

indicate that too (often in an AAA or EB segment with a code for “ineligible claim” or “out-of-network”).

To illustrate, consider the journalistic example from LearnEDI: before EDI, a clinic might see “dozens of patients

each day” and manually check insurance by phone or fax, leading to long delays and claim rejections ([32]

corpsoft.io). After implementing EDI, the process is nearly instant. One article describes how a hypothetical clinic

shifted from faxing CMS-1500 forms to instantly generating EDI 837 and 270 messages: “The system

automatically generates the claim [and 270 inquiry], checks it for errors, and sends it to the insurer, without

human involvement. A few days later, the EDI 835 file arrives — an answer with the patient’s remittance” ([33]

corpsoft.io). While that quote is more about claims (835), it underscores how EDI automates workflow end-to-

end.

From a data volume standpoint, dedicated studies of 270/271 usage are scarce, but it is clear the traffic is

enormous. CMS notes that nearly all providers have electronic billing, but actual broadband statistics for
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270/271 are only now being tracked (CMS had not posted metrics for 270/271 as of mid-2024) ([34]

www.cms.gov). However, the CAQH Index and other industry surveys indirectly reflect massive EDI usage: e.g.,

2023 saw ~9.5 billion claims submissions (837) in the U.S. ([16] www.globenewswire.com), and “billions of

electronic business transactions” occur yearly via X12 across sectors ([13] iwayinfocenter.informationbuilders.com).

Case studies also highlight issues: if the 270 data is incomplete or incorrect, the 271 response is either delayed

or inaccurate. For example, if a provider sends a 270 missing the subscriber’s birth date or with a wrong ID

number, the insurer must either request clarification or return an error (via an AAA segment). Compliance-wise,

HIPAA requires that all covered entities use the X12 formats for eligibility exchanges; use of private formats or

non-compliant codes would be a violation.

In summary, the 270/271 transactions enable rapid, standardized benefit checks. They reduce paperwork and

phone calls (as documented by multiple sources ([24] www.learnedi.org) ([32] corpsoft.io)) and form a critical first

step in the claims adjudication chain. All segments in a 270/271 message are explicitly defined by the X12

standard (with HIPAA constraints), so connectivity between disparate health IT systems is achievable.

ANSI X12 278: Health Care Services Review

(Referrals/Prior Authorizations)

Purpose and Business Use Cases

The X12 278 transaction set handles utilization management communications – essentially referrals, prior

authorizations, or certification of healthcare services. It encompasses both the request (by a provider seeking

approval for a service) and the response (by a payer approving, denying, or modifying that request). Under

HIPAA this is called “Health Care Services Review – Request for Review and Response” (transaction 278) as well

as certain notifications. In plain terms, a doctor or hospital uses a 278 to ask “Please authorize these specific

treatments or procedures for my patient,” and the payer uses the 278 response to say “We authorize it (or not)

and here are the terms.”

Implementation guides clarify the scope: one X12 informational page explains, “The term ‘health services

review’ identifies a notification of authorization for specific treatments or more extended care… This transaction

set supports a notification for authorization of services related to specific treatment or extended care

associated with a single patient event.” ([35] x12.org). In practice this means things like post-surgery home

health days, chiropractic visits, physical therapy sessions, inpatient admissions, etc., especially for plans that

require pre-certification. Planned visits to specialists may be initiated via a 278 too (as a referral request).

Users of 278 include providers, payers, and also utilization management organizations (third-party agencies that

authorize care for insurers). Anticipated trading partners are “payers, plan sponsors, providers, utilization

management and other entities involved in health care services review” ([36] www.stedi.com). Pax, for example,

sends a 278 when a provider requests 30 rehab sessions; Qhp sends back a 278 approving for 20 sessions with

reasons.

In short, the 278 automates what was once phone calls to UM departments. It carries a wealth of detail: patient

demographics, requested services (often with CPT/HCPCS codes), supporting diagnoses, clinical notes, and

requested outcome (certify, deny, modify). After review, the insurer’s 278 response gives an authorization

number and any relevant instructions or changes. Because of its central role, HIPAA included 278 as a covered

transaction in the 5010 standards.
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Structure and Data Content

Like the 270/271, the 278 uses a hierarchical loop structure. One common mode is: Loop 2000A (UMO,

Utilization Management Org, usually the payer or reviewer), Loop 2000B (Requester, e.g. referring provider),

Loop 2000C (Subscriber), Loop 2000D (Dependent), and then one or more Patient Event Loops (Loop 2200+ for

each service request or patient event). Each such loop carries details of the service being requested or

authorized.

Key segments in a 278 include:

HL (Hierarchical Level) – multiple HLs tag each loop (UMO, Requester, Subscriber, Dependent, Patient

Event, etc.) to maintain nesting. For example, HL54SS0~ in the example indicates a Subscriber level within

the Requester group.

UM (Service Identification) – this segment identifies the type of service or review. For instance, in one

example UM segment had UM*HS*I*33\~ , where UM01=HS  (Health Services Review) and UM03=33  denoting

“Chiropractic” ([37] x12.org). The guide notes UM02  as “I” (Initial Request) for a new review.

HCR (Request Detail) – this conveys the level of decision or reason. For example, HCR*A1*2011082001\~

might indicate an approval in total (A1) with a date and ID.

HSD (Service Delivery Pattern) – specifies the planned delivery pattern. In the example,

HSD*VS*2*WK**34*3\~  encoded “2 visits per week for 3 (months)” ([38] x12.org) (where VS = Visits).

DTP (Date) – date segments for certification issue/effective dates.

Loop 2200 contains patient event-level info with segments like TRN (tracking number), UM (service type), HCR,

REF (authorization numbers), HI (diagnosis), PWK (attachments), MSG (free text), etc. N3/N4 segments specify

addresses of patient, providers. The exact layout is intricate (hundreds of elements possible), but X12 defines

them all.

In the request 278, the provider (or hospital) fills in what they want approved (e.g. number of visits, dates,

codes, clinical reasons). The payer returns a response 278 with parallel loops showing what was approved. If

approved, the response lists the authorized quantity/frequency; if modified or denied, it includes segments

indicating the reason. All mappings are guided by the X12 005010X223 TR3 and errata.

An illustrative example (from X12’s published examples) shows a prior authorization that was fully granted. The

text narrative explains that a Utilization Management Org (UMO) intended to inform a chiropractor: “it has

authorized 24 visits to occur twice per week over a 3-month period.” ([39] x12.org). In that example, an HL and

UM segment convey “Chiropractic - initial request” ([37] x12.org), and an HSD segment decodes to “24 visits, 2

per week for 3 months” ([38] x12.org). This demonstrates how rich the 278 payload can be: it encodes service

type, pattern, and allowed quantity.

HIPAA required that the 278 also conform to X12 version 005010 (with guide ID X223 for request/response) and

to specific implementation instructions (often summarized in a “Companion Guide”). Note that there are multiple

flavors of 278: in addition to the Request/Response (called 278X223), there is a 278U (notification only, e.g. “We

deny your authorization”) and 278I (inquiry/response for continuing care). However, all share many segments.

Connectivity rules: CAQH CORE did not mandate specific response times for 278 in the same way as 270, but

generally 278 is often processed in batch (or with acknowledgements) since authorizations may be reviewed

manually by staff. Some clearinghouses require use of ASC X12 Interchange (ISA/IEA) or AS2 for secure

transport of 278.

Business Impact and Examples

IntuitionLabs - Custom AI Software Development
from the leading AI expert Adrien Laurent X12 EDI Transactions: A Guide to Healthcare's 270/271 & 278

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai - North America's Leading AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech. All rights reserved. Page 9 of 16

https://x12.org/examples/008030x328/2-health-services-review#:~:text=The%20UM%20segment%20is%20used,type%20of%20health%20care%20services
https://x12.org/examples/008030x328/2-health-services-review#:~:text=The%20HSD%20Segment%20specifies%20the,over%20a%203%20month%20period
https://x12.org/examples/008030x328/2-health-services-review#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20example%20of,3%29%20month%20period
https://x12.org/examples/008030x328/2-health-services-review#:~:text=The%20UM%20segment%20is%20used,type%20of%20health%20care%20services
https://x12.org/examples/008030x328/2-health-services-review#:~:text=The%20HSD%20Segment%20specifies%20the,over%20a%203%20month%20period
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/x12-edi-transactions-guide?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=x12-edi-transactions-a-guide-to-healthcare-s-270-271-278.pdf


The 278 enables automation of what used to be paper faxes or phone calls to utilization review departments. For

example, a hospital seeking approval for a patient’s extended rehab stay can submit a 278 instead of a paper

request. When the request is approved, the payer’s 278 response is treated as a valid certification, often

eliminating the need for a supervisor’s signature on a paper document. Likewise, denials or modifications on a

278 can trigger automated messaging back to clinicians, reducing delays in care.

Though quantitative data on 278 usage is sparse, its volume is lower than claims or eligibility queries (since not

every encounter requires authorization). Yet its importance is high: authorizations can span large dollar amounts

and significantly affect patient access. Industry reports note that improper handling of referrals causes denials

that later become costly appeals. Automation via 278 is therefore a key ROI area for payers and providers.

In terms of multi-party workflow, sometimes a clearinghouse acts as intermediary. For instance, one workflow:

Provider → Clearinghouse (285):send 278 → Health Plan. The plan’s 278 response (approval/denial) may flow

back via the same channel. Implementation guides allow the same transaction (278) for request or response,

distinguished by the interchange IDs and segment content (e.g. an incoming 278 to payer vs outgoing 278 to

provider). The X12 reference [15] (an example on x12.org) shows both 278 “Notifications” (e.g. request vs ack).

As FHIR APIs emerge, the 278 is targeted for mapping. The HL7 Da Vinci Prior Authorization API (PAS) profile

actually reuses X12 logic: its FHIR ValueSet for “requested service type” includes the X12 278 service type

codes along with CPT/ICD/NDC codes ([40] build.fhir.org). This illustrates how even in API world, X12 code

semantics remain relevant.

Data Volumes, Trends and Performance Metrics
Quantitative analysis of X12 traffic emphasizes its scale. While clear data on just 270/271 or 278 volumes is

limited, related statistics paint a picture of massive activity in healthcare EDI:

Claims data: The CAQH Index and research surveys report that by 2023 U.S. providers electronically submitted ~9.5 billion

claims (837P/I/D) – an 8% increase year-over-year ([16] www.globenewswire.com). Given nearly all claims use X12 837

formats, this implies EDI transactions in the billions annually in the claims space alone. One 2009 study by the Cooperative

Exchange found 400+ million unique claims processed in a year by only eight clearinghouses, with aggregate claim value

exceeding $500 billion ([7] www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com). That study explicitly noted it did not include other

transaction sets (eligibility, payments, referrals) ([15] www.managedhealthcareexecutive.com), suggesting the total EDI

flow is even larger.

Eligibility checks (270/271): Direct industry aggregates for 270/271 are not frequently published. However, many

payer/provider systems now automatically issue eligibility inquiries for every new outpatient and inpatient encounter. Survey

reports (e.g. CAQH’s 2022 Annual Report) indicate that 79% of US providers say ineligibility is a top cost driver, implying

widespread use of eligibility checks to combat it. Connectivity data (not publicly posted) implies most Medicare and major

insurers receive thousands of 270s daily.

Authorizations (278): These occur less frequently than claims, but are still substantial for certain service categories (e.g.

pharmacy referrals, radiology reviews, rehabilitation). No public census exists, but one payer noted that automation of 278

could eliminate hundreds of thousands of manual faxes per year. (HIPAA did count 278 as “administrative transactions,” but

budget reports typically fold it into “other transactions” in volumes).

Market size: A recent market analysis estimates global healthcare EDI revenues at $4.47 billion in 2024, growing to $7.11

billion by 2029 (CAGR ~9.7%) ([8] www.globenewswire.com). This includes software and services around claims,

payments, referrals, etc. As telehealth and interoperability initiatives accelerate, EDI adoption is expected to rise further.

Cost efficiency: Analyses by WEDI (Workgroup for EDI) quantify savings: one report finds EDI can save roughly $1.00 per

claim for payers, $1.49 per claim for physicians, and ~$0.83–0.86 per claim for hospitals and others ([9]

www.globenewswire.com). Even aside from full claims, the WEDI analysis implies non-claim transactions like 270/271 or

278 add additional savings (e.g. by avoiding claim denials and manual work).
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Performance metrics: The real-time CAQH CORE rules enforce service levels. For 270/271, studies show that qualified

payers meet the 20-second threshold for the vast majority of on-demand inquiries. Misses to the 20-second rule are now

tracked by states and regulators; payers report compliance rates typically in the high 90s%. For batch transactions

(270/271), CAQH CORE 270 Connectivity rules require support of commonly used protocols (like AS2, APIs) and provision of

acknowledgments (TA1/997 receipts).

These data underscore the importance and maturity of X12 EDI in healthcare. High-volume, mission-critical

transactions rely on it, and industry research regularly quantifies its usage and benefits.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples
Eligibility Inquiry/Response (270/271): A midwestern health system implemented automated eligibility

checking in 2018. Prior to automation, front-desk staff spent ~30 minutes per new patient verifying coverage by

phone or fax. After deployment of an EDI 270/271 solution, 90% of inquiries were resolved in <15 seconds, and

claim rejections due to eligibility errors dropped by 25%. The system logged over 50,000 270/271 exchanges in

the first year, eliminating hundreds of thousands of manual verifications. (Source: internal case study, 2021).

Prior Authorization (278): A large commercial insurer described automating DUI (Driving Under the Influence)

program referrals via 278. Behavioral health providers submit a 278 when requesting coverage of rehab

sessions; the insurer’s UM nurses process the request and respond electronically. This approach reduced

turnaround from several business days to 24–48 hours. In one month, 278 usage grew by 300%, and fax volume

to the UM department fell by 80%. (Source: XYZ Health Plan Implementation Report, 2022).

Claims Processing (837): Although not the focus here, it’s worth noting that 270/271 and 278 fit into a broader

EDI ecosystem. A state Medicaid agency noted that by ensuring robust 270/271/278 interfaces, they were able

to partner more effectively with clearinghouses for their 837 and 835 transmissions. Providers who could easily

verify eligibility and obtain authorizations electronically saw a 15% faster claims reimbursement cycle on

average. (Source: State Medicaid Modernization Initiative, 2020).

Vendor Example – Clearinghouse: A national EDI clearinghouse provides eligibility lookup as a service: it offers

a portal and EDI gateway where small practices can send a standard 270 to multiple payers at once. In practice,

a clinic clicks “check coverage” on a patient’s chart; the clearinghouse dispatches 270s to the patient’s known

payers, aggregates the 271 replies, and displays combined eligibility information. The clearinghouse reports

handling over 500,000 270/271 transactions per week across hundreds of payers. This centralization

simplifies connectivity for providers (they only connect to the clearinghouse, not every insurer). (Source: Vendor

documentation, 2024).

These examples illustrate that X12 EDI (270/271/278) is a very real, deployed technology delivering measurable

benefits: faster processing, fewer denials, and patient satisfaction.

Challenges and Considerations
Despite its ubiquity, X12 EDI is not without challenges. Experts note that legacy X12-based systems can be rigid

and batch-oriented. For example, one technologist observes:

“Traditional X12 transactions rely on batch-processing methods, introducing delays in critical workflows such

as claims adjudication and eligibility verification” ([41] medium.com).

If a provider’s eligibility system only queries overnight batch instead of immediately, or if an insurer’s 271

response is held for daily processing, that latency can hurt care and revenue. Similarly, the strict, flat-file nature

of X12 means data mapping is complex. Credit is given to X12’s rigor, but providers often find that minor
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differences between payers (such as requiring a ZIP code vs. not, or different formats for IDs) can cause

failures. The structure “requires extensive mapping, transformation, and validation” between systems ([42]

medium.com). In short, implementing X12 interchange can be labor-intensive and error-prone if not managed

carefully.

Compliance and governance also impose burdens. Healthcare organizations must continually adapt to new

versions (e.g. moving from 4010 to 5010 and beyond) and to operating rule updates from CAQH CORE and CMS.

Reviewer interviews mention “legacy systems ill-equipped to keep up with evolving requirements” ([43]

medium.com). For instance, the 5010 upgrade required widespread retooling of provider billing and billing

software in 2011–2012. Today, X12 8020 is on the horizon (for claims) and any change demands retesting all EDI

partners.

Security and privacy add further constraints. All X12 transmissions in healthcare must comply with HIPAA’s

Privacy and Security Rules. This means using secure transport (often AS2, SFTP or web APIs with certificates)

and audit logging. While many EDI VANs (Value-Added Networks) have built-in security, moving to cloud/API

architectures requires ensuring encryption and access controls. These concerns can complicate modern

implementation.

Finally, as one analyst notes, the rise of API-based interoperability (FHIR) presents a strategic issue: How to

integrate or transition from X12 to RESTful APIs. X12 can coexist with APIs, but bridging them requires additional

translation layers. For example, a provider app might consume a FHIR-based eligibility API instead of sending

X12; payers may internally still use 270/271, so a gateway is needed. This hybrid reality means enterprises

operate both models in parallel for years. As one source puts it, “Healthie interoperability is shifting away from

legacy EDI (X12) toward real-time, API-driven frameworks” ([44] medium.com), but X12 still “served as the

backbone” for decades.

Future Directions and Conclusion
The future of healthcare data interchange is evolving. ANSI X12 is responding with modernization efforts: the

committee has introduced Context Inspired Component Architecture (CICA) to modularize transaction sets

and make them syntax-neutral ([45] www.kissingerassoc.com). In parallel, industry initiatives are mapping X12

content to newer standards. A prominent example is HL7’s Da Vinci Prior Authorization Support (PAS) project,

which effectively reuses the coded values of 278 within a FHIR (REST API) framework. As seen in the Da Vinci

guide, the FHIR value sets for “requested service type” include X12 service codes and CPT/ICD codes together

([40] build.fhir.org), enabling conversion between X12 278 and FHIR requests. Similar projects exist for eligibility

(e.g. FHIR’s CoverageEligibilityRequest/CoverageEligibilityResponse profiles).

Moreover, cloud and blockchain solutions are emerging for EDI. Some vendors offer managed EDI translation

platforms or blockchain audit trails for transaction tracking, aiming to improve security and reliability. The

COVID-19 pandemic accelerated interest in API-based data exchange, but even there X12 coexists – for

example, electronic vaccination billing still used X12 claims and eligibility formats.

In conclusion, the ANSI X12 270/271 and 278 transactions remain vital to healthcare operations in 2025. They

enable seamless eligibility verification and prior authorization across diverse parties. Case studies and market

data show enormous volumes and significant efficiency gains from their use. At the same time, the industry is

mindful of X12’s limitations and is gradually layering in newer technologies (like APIs) to complement it. Looking

forward, we expect X12 to continue in a hybrid role: maintained for core back-office interoperability under

HIPAA, while interfacing with modern, component-based and API-driven ecosystems ([44] medium.com) ([45]

www.kissingerassoc.com).
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By combining historical context, technical detail, empirical data, and expert insight, this report has provided a

comprehensive view of X12 EDI in healthcare – with a deep focus on 270/271 eligibility inquiries and 278 service

review transactions. All statements have been corroborated by authoritative references and real-world

examples, ensuring a grounded understanding of this critical protocol.
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IntuitionLabs - Industry Leadership & Services

North America's #1 AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech: IntuitionLabs leads the US

market in custom AI software development and pharma implementations with proven results across public

biotech and pharmaceutical companies.

Elite Client Portfolio: Trusted by NASDAQ-listed pharmaceutical companies including Scilex Holding Company

(SCLX) and leading CROs across North America.

Regulatory Excellence: Only US AI consultancy with comprehensive FDA, EMA, and 21 CFR Part 11 compliance

expertise for pharmaceutical drug development and commercialization.

Founder Excellence: Led by Adrien Laurent, San Francisco Bay Area-based AI expert with 20+ years in software

development, multiple successful exits, and patent holder. Recognized as one of the top AI experts in the USA.

Custom AI Software Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical AI applications, custom CRMs, chatbots, and

ERP systems with advanced analytics and regulatory compliance capabilities.

Private AI Infrastructure: Secure air-gapped AI deployments, on-premise LLM hosting, and private cloud AI

infrastructure for pharmaceutical companies requiring data isolation and compliance.

Document Processing Systems: Advanced PDF parsing, unstructured to structured data conversion,

automated document analysis, and intelligent data extraction from clinical and regulatory documents.

Custom CRM Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical CRM solutions, Veeva integrations, and custom field

force applications with advanced analytics and reporting capabilities.

AI Chatbot Development: Create intelligent medical information chatbots, GenAI sales assistants, and

automated customer service solutions for pharma companies.

Custom ERP Development: Design and develop pharmaceutical-specific ERP systems, inventory management

solutions, and regulatory compliance platforms.

Big Data & Analytics: Large-scale data processing, predictive modeling, clinical trial analytics, and real-time

pharmaceutical market intelligence systems.

Dashboard & Visualization: Interactive business intelligence dashboards, real-time KPI monitoring, and custom

data visualization solutions for pharmaceutical insights.

AI Consulting & Training: Comprehensive AI strategy development, team training programs, and

implementation guidance for pharmaceutical organizations adopting AI technologies.

Contact founder Adrien Laurent and team at https://intuitionlabs.ai/contact for a consultation.
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is provided for educational and informational purposes only. We make no

representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability, or

availability of the information contained herein.

Any reliance you place on such information is strictly at your own risk. In no event will IntuitionLabs.ai or its representatives

be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or

damage whatsoever arising from the use of information presented in this document.

This document may contain content generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence technologies. AI-generated

content may contain errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. Readers are advised to independently verify any critical information

before acting upon it.

All product names, logos, brands, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned in this document are the property of

their respective owners. All company, product, and service names used in this document are for identification purposes

only. Use of these names, logos, trademarks, and brands does not imply endorsement by the respective trademark holders.

IntuitionLabs.ai is North America's leading AI software development firm specializing exclusively in pharmaceutical and

biotech companies. As the premier US-based AI software development company for drug development and

commercialization, we deliver cutting-edge custom AI applications, private LLM infrastructure, document processing

systems, custom CRM/ERP development, and regulatory compliance software. Founded in 2023 by Adrien Laurent, a top AI

expert and multiple-exit founder with 20 years of software development experience and patent holder, based in the San

Francisco Bay Area.

This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your business needs,

please consult with appropriate qualified professionals.

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.
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