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Executive Summary

As of the third quarter of 2026, the cited used-GPU figures are channel-specific asking prices and provider-
published indicative ranges that vary by condition and form factor; they do not establish a market-wide discount to
new-unit pricing. New Nvidia A100 40 GB cards list around $10,000 to $12,000 (intuitionlabs.ai), while a Reddit
commenter reported that used cards “go on the bay 2k-4k” (reddit.com), and refurbished 40 GB units through
specialized channels run closer to $7,800 (hashrateindex.com). Compute Exchange's unverified marketplace
estimate places used H100 pricing at roughly $15,000 to $28,000, about 60 to 70% of new-unit cost
(compute.exchange), though prices spiked as high as $50,000 during 2024 supply scarcity (hashrateindex.com).

This report finds that eBay's own completed-sale data could not be retrieved directly for this analysis, so individual-
market figures rely on forum and Reddit asking prices rather than a verified random sample of transactions, an
important sample-bias caveat for any reader building on these numbers. It also documents a consistent gap
between accounting depreciation and observed market value: Microsoft, Alphabet, and Meta have each extended

https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1vp6khb/pc_nvidia_40gb_a100_gpus_for_compute/#:~:text=they%20go%20on%20the%20bay%202k-4k
https://hashrateindex.com/blog/used-gpu-market-pricing-deprecation-secondary-ai/#:~:text=roughly%20%247%2C800%20for%20A100%2040GB%20refurbished%20units%20to%20about%20%2418%2C900
https://compute.exchange/blogs/h100-gpu-price-2026#:~:text=used%20%28non-refurbished%29%20units%20price%20at%20%2415%2C000%E2%80%93%2428%2C000%20%2860%E2%80%9370%25%20of%20new%29
https://hashrateindex.com/blog/used-gpu-market-pricing-deprecation-secondary-ai/#:~:text=used%20and%20refurbished%20H100s%20traded%20as%20high%20as%20%2450%2C000%20per%20GPU%20during%20peak%20scarcity%20in%20mid-2024


the useful life they assign to servers and networking equipment to five or six years in recent filings (sec.gov), while
Amazon shortened the same estimate for a subset of its fleet from six years to five effective January 1, 2025, in its
fiscal-year 2024 Form 10-K; Meta's fiscal-year 2025 Form 10-K was signed January 28, 2026 (sec.gov). Research
Affiliates’ analysis evaluates whether AI hardware earns returns sufficient to cover depreciation, operating costs,
and the cost of capital; it does not provide a used-GPU resale-price series (Research Affiliates).

On warranty coverage, Nvidia's own documentation does not publish a fixed warranty duration for data center
GPUs (nvidia.com), and buyers should verify the selling terms and the individual product's warranty status
(servermonkey.com). No public authoritative per-GPU service-life figure is cited here; hyperscaler accounting
schedules concern servers and networking equipment, not a physical lifespan estimate for an individual GPU.
Compute Exchange's H100 amount is an indicative range based on aggregated supplier quotes and broker market
data; it is not a completed-sale record. Buyers evaluating used hardware should weigh warranty terms, documented
run-time history, and workload governance requirements alongside sticker price.

Introduction and Background

By September 2026, the installed base of Nvidia data center accelerators sold since the 2020 launch of the A100
(Ampere architecture) has moved through several generational cycles. This report is a dedicated reference on used
AI GPU prices: the cited asking prices and provider-published indicative ranges for pre-owned Nvidia A100, H100,
and V100 accelerators as of the third quarter of 2026, how those figures compare with new-unit reference pricing,
what warranty protection (if any) survives a resale, and how long a data center GPU can realistically be expected to
remain serviceable once it leaves its first deployment.

The starting point for any used-hardware analysis is the new-unit price it depreciates from. A companion reference
on new Nvidia AI GPU pricing puts the A100 40 GB PCIe card at roughly $10,000 to $12,000 and the 80 GB variant
higher still when purchased new (intuitionlabs.ai), while new H100 units have historically listed in the high $20,000s
to $40,000 range depending on form factor and vendor. Against that backdrop, the secondary market exists
because Nvidia's flagship accelerators are expensive, hyperscalers and large AI labs continuously rotate hardware
generations, and a large population of enterprises and researchers want compute capacity below new-unit prices.

A central theme of this report, developed in the sections that follow, is that accounting depreciation and
observed market resale value are two different numbers that frequently diverge. Public filings show Microsoft,
Alphabet, Meta, and Amazon each assigning their own multi-year "useful life" estimate to servers and networking
equipment for bookkeeping purposes, and their scope and timing should be compared using each issuer's own
filing. Trade publications covering the secondary GPU market have summarized the resulting gap bluntly: "The
sticker price was never the real price. The secondary market was." (hashrateindex.com).

This report collects dated channel-specific quote examples from individual sellers, resellers, and a provider-
published marketplace indication; it documents the stated warranty terms and separates vendor claims from
independently measured evidence. The quote examples are not a reproducible resale-price panel and do not
establish a market-wide price trend.

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1652044/000165204425000014/goog-20241231.htm#:~:text=We%20depreciate%20servers%20and%20network%20equipment%20generally%20over%20a%20period%20of%20six%20years.
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1018724/000101872425000004/amzn-20241231.htm#:~:text=changing%20the%20useful%20lives%20of%20a%20subset%20of%20our%20servers%20and%20networking%20equipment%2C%20effective%20January%201%2C%202025%2C%20from%20six%20years%20to%20five%20years
https://media.syzygyassetmanagement.com/1111_when_will_ai_be_both_powerful_and_profitable_d60468d9a2.pdf
https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/support/warranty/#:~:text=An%20NVIDIA%20product%27s%20warranty%20period%20varies%20by%20product%20line%20and%20region
https://www.servermonkey.com/warranty#:~:text=This%20warranty%20is%20non-transferable%20and%20applies%20only%20to%20the%20original%20Buyer
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/nvidia-data-center-gpu-specs
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/nvidia-ai-gpu-pricing-guide
https://hashrateindex.com/blog/used-gpu-market-pricing-deprecation-secondary-ai/#:~:text=The%20sticker%20price%20was%20never%20the%20real%20price.%20The%20secondary%20market%20was.


Individual and Peer-to-Peer Resale Market

The most accessible entry point into the used AI GPU market is the peer-to-peer segment: individual sellers listing
cards on forums such as ServeTheHome and on Reddit's r/homelabsales community, rather than through a
registered business. This segment matters for the pricing picture, but it also carries the largest sample-selection
caveats of any channel covered in this report.

Methodological note on this segment: direct, automated retrieval of eBay's own sold-listing history was not
possible during this research; eBay's search and completed-listings pages returned access-blocked responses to
automated fetching. As a result, the individual-market figures below are drawn from forum and Reddit threads in
which sellers state asking prices or buyers describe prices they have personally observed, not from a randomized
sample of completed transactions. These are self-selected postings from technically sophisticated sellers (largely
homelab and small-cluster operators), skew toward single-unit or small-lot sales, and an asking price is not the
same as a closing price. Readers should treat the ranges below as indicative of the low end of the used market, not
as a statistically representative average.

Within that caveat, observed 2025 to 2026 asking prices for the Nvidia A100 40 GB card ranged widely. One
ServeTheHome seller listed a 40 GB PCIe A100 at "Looking for $4500 shipped and insured CONUS"
(servethehome.com) in April 2025, while an August 2026 Reddit thread reported that used A100 cards "go on the
bay 2k-4k" (reddit.com), and a separate commenter on the same thread noted that a harder-to-deploy SXM4 form
factor card can be found "for a little as $2500 since most can't do anything with them" (reddit.com), an illustration of
how form factor, not just chip generation, drives peer-market pricing. A UK-based thread from August 2026 valued a
single working, tested SXM4 40 GB card at roughly "a couple of £1000" (reddit.com).

Older Tesla V100 and V100S cards, with NVIDIA announcing the Tesla V100 as its first Volta-based processor,
trade at a further discount. A US seller of refurbished 32 GB V100S cards quoted "Price: $800 each, or $750 each
for 4+" (reddit.com) in August 2026, and a commenter on that thread noted comparable eBay units go for "a little
over $600 on ebay if you buy more than a couple, or ~$530 including DDP shipping" (reddit.com) from Chinese
suppliers. An earlier March 2026 thread on 32 GB V100 PCIe cards reported bulk China sales "Sold in bulk for $800
- $1000 per qty in China" (reddit.com), while a separate commenter described a wider individual-sale spread, noting
having "seen them go 600-1200 usd which is a pretty high range" (reddit.com). The roughly two-to-one spread on
the same card within the same forum in the same month is itself informative: individual-market pricing has no
centralized clearing mechanism, so identical hardware can list at very different prices depending on the seller's
urgency and the buyer's search effort.

At the top of the individual-market range, a December 2025 Reddit posting offered three new-in-box, unused
NVIDIA H100 SXM5 cards, still under original manufacturer warranty, at "Nvidia H100 SXM5 (x3) - $18,000"
(reddit.com) each, a price that sits meaningfully below prevailing new-unit H100 pricing and illustrates that some
"used market" inventory is technically new stock being resold outside official channels rather than hardware that
has seen production use.

https://forums.servethehome.com/index.php?threads/fs-us-md-nvidia-a100-40gb-pcie.47737/#:~:text=Looking%20for%20%244500%20shipped%20and%20insured%20CONUS.
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1vp6khb/pc_nvidia_40gb_a100_gpus_for_compute/#:~:text=they%20go%20on%20the%20bay%202k-4k
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1vp6khb/pc_nvidia_40gb_a100_gpus_for_compute/#:~:text=Used%20sxm4%20for%20a%20little%20as%20%242500%20since%20most%20can%27t%20do%20anything%20with%20them.
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1v405fl/pc_nvidia_a100_large_cpu/#:~:text=you%20can%20get%20a%20couple%20of%20%C2%A31000%20for%20it
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1viap5p/fs_usamn_nvidia_tesla_v100s_32gb_pcie_gpu_740x/#:~:text=Price%3A%20%24800%20each%2C%20or%20%24750%20each%20for%204%2B
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1viap5p/fs_usamn_nvidia_tesla_v100s_32gb_pcie_gpu_740x/#:~:text=a%20little%20over%20%24600%20on%20ebay%20if%20you%20buy%20more%20than%20a%20couple%2C%20or%20~%24530%20including%20DDP%20shipping
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1rjxppe/pc_nvidia_tesla_v100_pcie_32gb/#:~:text=Sold%20in%20bulk%20for%20%24800%20-%20%241000%20per%20qty%20in%20China
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1rjxppe/pc_nvidia_tesla_v100_pcie_32gb/#:~:text=ive%20seen%20them%20go%20600-1200%20usd%20which%20is%20a%20pretty%20high%20range
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1pszyjw/fsuswa_selling_nvidia_h100_and_l40s/#:~:text=Nvidia%20H100%20SXM5%20%28x3%29%20-%20%2418%2C000


Enterprise and Refurbished-Channel Resale Market

A second, more institutional tier of the secondary market runs through specialized enterprise resellers and IT asset
disposition (ITAD) firms that buy, test, and resell data center hardware at volume, typically with published return or
warranty terms.

ServerMonkey, a specialized refurbished-server and accelerator reseller, states on its own policy page that it
"offers a one year standard warranty on ALL servers except for Dell 14th Gen and HPE Gen 10 servers which are
covered by our basic 30-day warranty" (servermonkey.com), with paid extended-coverage plans available beyond
that. Critically, the policy is explicit that this protection does not survive a second sale: "This warranty is non-
transferable and applies only to the original Buyer" (servermonkey.com).

Alta Technologies, an ITAD-oriented reseller of used Nvidia A100 and H100 hardware, follows a similar pattern: its
refund policy states that "Most listings have specified a 90-day warranty (return policy)" (altatechnologies.com), with
a separate, longer end-user program under which the company states "we offer a non-transferrable three year
warranty" (altatechnologies.com), again explicitly not assignable to a future buyer. On pricing, Alta advertises
"discounts up to 80% off of new" (altatechnologies.com) for used data center GPU hardware including H100
systems as more secondary supply reaches the market, and states that "Every unit undergoes professional
refurbishment by Alta Technologies, ensuring reliability and compatibility for critical environments."
(altatechnologies.com) prior to resale, a quality-assurance claim specific to that reseller rather than an industry-
wide standard.

Compute Exchange publishes Q3 2026 indicative ranges that it says are based on aggregated supplier quotes
and broker market data; it does not publish active counterparty listings. Its H100 price, warranty, and reliability
statements are therefore unverified marketplace estimates or marketing claims, not independent evidence. NVIDIA
directs users to check the warranty for the specific product through its Warranty Check form.

Compute Exchange markets refurbished units as having burn-in testing, limited seller warranties, and a
refurbishment premium, but its page provides an unverified marketplace description rather than independently
measured evidence of price, warranty, or reliability outcomes.

Nvidia's own warranty documentation, notably, does not resolve the ambiguity resellers describe. The company's
public warranty portal states only that "An NVIDIA product's warranty period varies by product line and region"
(nvidia.com) and lists specific terms for consumer and prosumer lines (GeForce, SHIELD, RTX PRO, Jetson) but
no published duration for A100, H100, or V100 data center accelerators specifically; its enterprise support page
instead directs customers to check individual unit status through a "Warranty Check form" (nvidia.com). Buyers
should check warranty status for the specific product through NVIDIA's Warranty Check form.

Table 1 below lists dated channel-specific quote examples alongside new-unit reference pricing where available; it
is not a market-wide resale-price comparison.

GPU Model New/List
Reference

Individual/Peer Market (asking) Enterprise Reseller /
Refurbished

Institutional Marketplace
(Q3 2026 indicative)

A100 40 GB $10,000 to
$12,000 (new-

SXM4 asking-price observation:
$2,500 (reddit.com); PCIe asking-

40 GB refurbished units
run roughly $7,800, per

Sold alongside comparable
used A100/H100 listings in
the same Q3 2026 catalog

https://www.servermonkey.com/warranty#:~:text=ServerMonkey%20offers%20a%20one%20year%20standard%20warranty%20on%20ALL%20servers%20except%20for%20Dell%2014th%20Gen%20and%20HPE%20Gen%2010%20servers%20which%20are%20covered%20by%20our%20basic%2030-day%20warranty
https://www.servermonkey.com/warranty#:~:text=This%20warranty%20is%20non-transferable%20and%20applies%20only%20to%20the%20original%20Buyer
https://altatechnologies.com/policies/refund-policy#:~:text=Most%20listings%20have%20specified%20a%2090-day%20warranty%20%28return%20policy%29
https://altatechnologies.com/policies/refund-policy#:~:text=we%20offer%20a%20non-transferrable%20three%20year%20warranty
https://altatechnologies.com/collections/used-nvidia-h100#:~:text=discounts%20up%20to%2080%25%20off%20of%20new
https://altatechnologies.com/collections/used-nvidia-gpus#:~:text=Every%20unit%20undergoes%20professional%20refurbishment%20by%20Alta%20Technologies%2C%20ensuring%20reliability%20and%20compatibility%20for%20critical%20environments.
https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/support/enterprise/
https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/support/warranty/#:~:text=An%20NVIDIA%20product%27s%20warranty%20period%20varies%20by%20product%20line%20and%20region
https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/support/enterprise/#:~:text=All%20users%20can%20check%20the%20product%20warranty%20on%20the%20Warranty%20Check%20form
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1vp6khb/pc_nvidia_40gb_a100_gpus_for_compute/#:~:text=Used%20sxm4%20for%20a%20little%20as%20%242500%20since%20most%20can%27t%20do%20anything%20with%20them.


GPU Model New/List
Reference

Individual/Peer Market (asking) Enterprise Reseller /
Refurbished

Institutional Marketplace
(Q3 2026 indicative)

unit reference
cited above)

price observation: $4,500
(servethehome.com)

the trade-press figures
cited above

A100 80 GB No like-for-like
new-unit
reference is
documented in
this table

Not separately documented in
individual-market listings surveyed

No like-for-like
refurbished-channel
comparison is
documented in this table

Compute Exchange's Q3
2026 indicative range for
used A100 80 GB units is
$7,000 to $9,500; final
pricing depends on quantity,
region, condition, accessory
bundling, and warranty
terms (Compute Exchange)

H100 PCIe High $20,000s to
$40,000 new

Not separately documented in
individual-market listings surveyed

Refurbished pricing is not
separately documented
in this table

Compute Exchange's Q3
2026 indicative range is
$16,000 to $20,000; final
pricing depends on quantity,
region, condition, and
warranty terms (Compute
Exchange)

H100 SXM5 High $20,000s to
$40,000 new

New-in-box (unused) units offered at
$18,000 each in a 3-unit lot
(reddit.com)

Refurbished pricing is not
separately documented
in this table

Compute Exchange's Q3
2026 indicative range is
$22,000 to $27,000; final
pricing depends on quantity,
region, condition, and
warranty terms (Compute
Exchange)

V100/V100S
(16 to 32
GB)

Discontinued; no
current new-unit
list price

$800 to $1,200 USD (32 GB)
depending on lot size; additional
cited peer-market seller/commenter
observations are $750 to $800 (32
GB) and bulk-China pricing of $800
to $1,000 (reddit.com) (reddit.com)
(reddit.com)

Not separately
documented; the cited
evidence is peer-market
seller/commenter
material, not enterprise-
reseller evidence

Listed at the low end of
institutional inventory
alongside A100/H100 in the
same Q3 2026 catalog

The table is a comparison of distinct observations, not a consistent channel-by-channel price ordering. Individual
figures are seller asks, while institutional figures are provider-published indicative ranges; model, form factor,
condition, quantity, and warranty terms differ.

Cloud Rental Markets as Access-Pricing Context

The hourly rental market provides cloud-access pricing context for A100, H100, and V100 capacity. These rates are
not used here as a proxy for physical-GPU resale value or used-hardware depreciation.

Vast.ai says its marketplace prices vary with supply and demand and can change from one day to the next; current
offers should therefore be checked at the time of evaluation (Vast.ai pricing documentation). RunPod's own pricing
page lists Secure Cloud on-demand H100 SXM at "$3.29/hr" (runpod.io) against Secure Cloud on-demand A100

https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1vp6khb/pc_nvidia_40gb_a100_gpus_for_compute/#:~:text=Used%20sxm4%20for%20a%20little%20as%20%242500%20since%20most%20can%27t%20do%20anything%20with%20them.
https://forums.servethehome.com/index.php?threads/fs-us-md-nvidia-a100-40gb-pcie.47737/#:~:text=Looking%20for%20%244500%20shipped%20and%20insured%20CONUS.
https://www.tcex.com/hardware-market/used-gpus
https://compute.exchange/hardware-market/used-gpus/used-h100-pcie
https://compute.exchange/hardware-market/used-gpus/used-h100-pcie
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1pszyjw/fsuswa_selling_nvidia_h100_and_l40s/#:~:text=Nvidia%20H100%20SXM5%20%28x3%29%20-%20%2418%2C000
https://www.tcex.com/hardware-market/used-gpus/used-h100-sxm5
https://www.tcex.com/hardware-market/used-gpus/used-h100-sxm5
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1rjxppe/pc_nvidia_tesla_v100_pcie_32gb/#:~:text=ive%20seen%20them%20go%20600-1200%20usd%20which%20is%20a%20pretty%20high%20range
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1viap5p/fs_usamn_nvidia_tesla_v100s_32gb_pcie_gpu_740x/#:~:text=Price%3A%20%24800%20each%2C%20or%20%24750%20each%20for%204%2B
https://www.reddit.com/r/homelabsales/comments/1rjxppe/pc_nvidia_tesla_v100_pcie_32gb/#:~:text=Sold%20in%20bulk%20for%20%24800%20-%20%241000%20per%20qty%20in%20China
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/data-center-gpu-pricing-2026
https://docs.vast.ai/guides/instances/pricing
https://www.runpod.io/pricing#:~:text=H100%20SXM%2080%20GB%20VRAM%20125%20GB%20RAM%2020%20vCPUs%20%243.29%2Fhr


SXM at "$1.59/hr" (runpod.io), roughly a two-to-one generational gap on the same platform. TensorDock, which
markets itself as a discount neocloud, advertises "H100s from $2.25/hr. No quotas, no commitments."
(tensordock.com).

Table 2 compares on-demand hourly rental rates across three neocloud marketplaces as of early September 2026.

Provider H100 SXM (on-demand) A100 SXM/PCIe (on-demand) V100 (on-demand)

Vast.ai Dynamic marketplace rate; check
current offers

Dynamic marketplace rate; check
current offers

Dynamic marketplace rate; check
current offers

RunPod $3.29/hr (runpod.io) $1.59/hr SXM (runpod.io) Not listed in current catalog

TensorDock From $2.25/hr (tensordock.com) Not separately captured this session Not separately captured this session

Because rental marketplaces are auction-like and heavily influenced by momentary supply and demand, the trend
is not monotonically downward. Research firm SemiAnalysis reported that one-year H100 rental contract pricing
actually reversed course, having "shot up almost 40% from a low of $1.70/hr/GPU in October 2025 to
$2.35/hr/GPU" (semianalysis.com) by March 2026, evidence that even a H100 chip's rental price responds to
capacity shortages, not just to its age. At the other end of the age spectrum, trade press has observed that the
NVIDIA T4, launched in September 2018, "still generates rental revenue at ~$0.15/hr on Vast.ai"
(hashrateindex.com) more than seven years after launch, indicating that data center GPUs retain some residual
commercial value long after they stop being competitive for frontier training work.

Comparative Context and Market Positioning

The relationship between a GPU's accounting depreciation schedule and its actual resale value is not a fixed ratio;
it is set independently by two different processes that happen to describe the same physical asset. On the
accounting side, hyperscalers periodically revise the "useful life" assumption used to depreciate servers and
networking equipment, and the cited Amazon and Meta changes were both effective January 1, 2025, but were
reported in different annual filings. Microsoft's 10-K disclosed a decision to "increase the estimated useful lives of
both server and network equipment from four years to six years" (sec.gov), and Alphabet's most recent annual filing
states it "depreciate[s] servers and network equipment generally over a period of six years" (sec.gov), following a
first-quarter-2023 change in which Alphabet "adjusted the estimated useful life of our servers from four years to six
years and the estimated useful life of certain network equipment from five years to six years" (sec.gov).

Meta moved the same estimate further still, disclosing in its fiscal year 2025 10-K that an updated assessment
"resulted in an increase in the estimated useful lives of most servers and network assets to 5.5 years" (sec.gov), a
change the company quantified as producing a "reduction in depreciation expense of $2.92 billion and an increase
in net income of $2.59 billion" (sec.gov) for the year. Amazon's fiscal-year 2024 filing reported a different change: its
10-K describes "changing the useful lives of a subset of our servers and networking equipment, effective January 1,
2025, from six years to five years" (sec.gov), a shortening that reduces reported net income rather than boosting it.
The same filing discloses that Amazon "also determined, primarily in the fourth quarter, to retire early certain of our
servers and networking equipment" (sec.gov). Notably, Amazon's own history shows the estimate itself is a moving

https://www.runpod.io/pricing#:~:text=A100%20SXM%2080%20GB%20VRAM%20125%20GB%20RAM%2016%20vCPUs%20%241.59%2Fhr
https://tensordock.com/#:~:text=H100s%20from%20%242.25%2Fhr.%20No%20quotas%2C%20no%20commitments.
https://www.runpod.io/pricing#:~:text=H100%20SXM%2080%20GB%20VRAM%20125%20GB%20RAM%2020%20vCPUs%20%243.29%2Fhr
https://www.runpod.io/pricing#:~:text=A100%20SXM%2080%20GB%20VRAM%20125%20GB%20RAM%2016%20vCPUs%20%241.59%2Fhr
https://tensordock.com/#:~:text=H100s%20from%20%242.25%2Fhr.%20No%20quotas%2C%20no%20commitments.
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/h100-rental-prices-cloud-comparison
https://newsletter.semianalysis.com/p/the-great-gpu-shortage-rental-capacity#:~:text=shot%20up%20almost%2040%25%20from%20a%20low%20of%20%241.70%2Fhr%2FGPU%20in%20October%202025%20to%20%242.35%2Fhr%2FGPU
https://hashrateindex.com/blog/used-gpu-market-pricing-deprecation-secondary-ai/#:~:text=released%20in%20September%202018%2C%20still%20generates%20rental%20revenue%20at%20~%240.15%2Fhr%20on%20Vast.ai
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/789019/000095017024087843/msft-20240630.htm#:~:text=increase%20the%20estimated%20useful%20lives%20of%20both%20server%20and%20network%20equipment%20from%20four%20years%20to%20six%20years
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1652044/000165204425000014/goog-20241231.htm#:~:text=We%20depreciate%20servers%20and%20network%20equipment%20generally%20over%20a%20period%20of%20six%20years.
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target rather than a physical constant: the same filing notes that the company "had previously increased the useful
life of our servers from five years to six years effective January 1, 2024" (sec.gov), reversing course within a single
year.

Research Affiliates’ publication evaluates AI hardware’s economic returns under stated assumptions; it does not
provide a used-GPU resale-price series (Research Affiliates). A separate industry analysis of GPU
decommissioning made a related but distinct point: "GPUs are typically depreciated over 3-5 year schedules; the
accounting incentive to refresh a fleet doesn't always line up with actual technical obsolescence"
(vamsitalkstech.com), reinforcing that "useful life" on a balance sheet and "useful life" in a rack are separate
questions this report treats separately throughout.

This dynamic has already produced a measurable downstream market. Grand View Research, a named market-
research firm, estimates that the "global IT asset disposition market size was valued at USD 28.3 billion in 2025 and
is projected to grow from USD 31.9 billion in 2026 to USD 65.7 billion by 2033, growing at a CAGR of 10.9%"
(grandviewresearch.com), the ITAD channel through which much of the retired server and GPU population above is
refurbished and resold. Separately, Mordor Intelligence's data center GPU market research links the tightened
supply environment directly to this report's subject, noting that "export controls and substrate shortages are
prompting multi-year capacity reservations and the emergence of secondary markets for lightly used GPUs"
(mordorintelligence.com) as a structural feature of the current AI hardware cycle, not a temporary anomaly.

Data Analysis and Evidence

The discussion is underpinned by dated seller asks and provider-published indicative ranges. The pricing material
is not independently observed transaction data or a resale-price panel and should not support market-wide
conclusions without completed-sale or disclosed-transaction evidence.

Notably, NVIDIA's own published A100 datasheet does not state a mean-time-between-failures figure or an
expected service-life duration for the part (nvidia.com), leaving buyers to rely on third-party research and reseller
testing rather than a vendor-published reliability specification. Other independent commentary on GPU economics
makes a related but distinct point, cautioning that "the useful life could be different than the economic life or actual
physical life of the asset" (deepquarry.substack.com), meaning the accounting schedule, the point of competitive
obsolescence, and the point of physical hardware failure are three separate thresholds that need not coincide. No
single authoritative figure for "how long a data center GPU lasts" currently exists in the public record; published fleet
research does not provide an authoritative individual-GPU lifetime forecast.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples

Compute Exchange's institutional marketplace launch (July 2026)

In a documented example of the secondary market formalizing, technology trade press reported that a dedicated
used and refurbished GPU marketplace, Compute Exchange, opened in July 2026 explicitly to connect buyers with
used H100 and A100 supply, on the premise that "not every workload requires the newest generation of GPUs"

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1018724/000101872425000004/amzn-20241231.htm#:~:text=We%20had%20previously%20increased%20the%20useful%20life%20of%20our%20servers%20from%20five%20years%20to%20six%20years%20effective%20January%201%2C%202024.
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https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/it-asset-disposition-market#:~:text=global%20IT%20asset%20disposition%20market%20size%20was%20valued%20at%20USD%2028.3%20billion%20in%202025%20and%20is%20projected%20to%20grow%20from%20USD%2031.9%20billion%20in%202026%20to%20USD%2065.7%20billion%20by%202033%2C%20growing%20at%20a%20CAGR%20of%2010.9%25
https://www.mordorintelligence.com/industry-reports/united-states-data-center-gpu-market#:~:text=export%20controls%20and%20substrate%20shortages%20are%20prompting%20multi-year%20capacity%20reservations%20and%20the%20emergence%20of%20secondary%20markets%20for%20lightly%20used%20GPUs
https://www.nvidia.com/content/dam/en-zz/Solutions/Data-Center/a100/pdf/nvidia-a100-datasheet-nvidia-us-2188504-web.pdf
https://deepquarry.substack.com/p/depreciation-of-gpus-between-useful#:~:text=Accordingly%2C%20the%20useful%20life%20could%20be%20different%20than%20the%20economic%20life%20or%20actual%20physical%20life%20of%20the%20asset.


(siliconangle.com). The launch is a real-world signal that enough standardized secondary supply, and enough
demand from cost-sensitive buyers, now exists to support a dedicated institutional venue rather than only informal
peer-to-peer and reseller channels.

Hyperscaler fleet rotation disclosure (Amazon, 2024 to 2025)

Amazon's fiscal-year 2024 filing reports that it determined, primarily in the fourth quarter, to retire early certain
servers and networking equipment. The filing does not establish that the assets were GPUs or that they entered a
resale market (sec.gov).

Implications and Future Directions

The dated seller asks and provider-published indications in this report do not establish a forward-looking, market-
wide direction for used-GPU resale prices. Compute Exchange states that its indication is based on aggregated
supplier quotes and broker market data and that it does not publish active counterparty listings.

For buyers, this report's evidence points to several practical due-diligence priorities rather than a single "buy" or
"wait" recommendation. First, buyers should verify warranty status for the specific product through NVIDIA Warranty
Check. Second, request documented burn-in or run-time history as part of due diligence; the marketplace
descriptions cited here do not independently establish that tested used units are more reliable than untested
inventory. Third, buyers should treat "useful life" claims skeptically regardless of source, since neither the
accounting figures hyperscalers report nor anecdotal service-life figures circulating in trade press represent an
authoritative, vendor-confirmed number.

Conclusion

The dated seller asks and provider indications in this report vary by generation, form factor, condition, quantity,
warranty terms, and sales channel; they do not establish a market-wide discount to new-unit pricing or a resale-
price trend. Individual and peer-to-peer listings are seller asks and carry meaningful sample-selection caveats,
since eBay's own completed-sale data could not be independently retrieved and forum asking prices are not the
same as verified closing prices. Specialized enterprise resellers and marketplaces may offer testing, grading, or
seller-specific warranty terms, but buyers should verify those terms and the individual product's warranty status.

The accounting concept of GPU "useful life," which issuers reassess in their own SEC filings, is a bookkeeping
estimate rather than a measurement of when a GPU will actually fail or lose market value. Research Affiliates’
model evaluates economic returns under its assumptions; it is not a used-GPU resale-value series (Research
Affiliates). No single authoritative figure for total data center GPU service life yet exists in the public record. Buyers
considering a used A100, H100, or V100 purchase should weight documented run-time history, the specific
warranty terms of the selling channel, and the broader infrastructure and governance context of their workload at
least as heavily as the sticker price itself.

https://siliconangle.com/2026/07/17/compute-exchange-opens-secondary-market-used-nvidia-h100-a100-gpus/#:~:text=Not%20every%20workload%20requires%20the%20newest%20generation%20of%20GPUs
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https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/support/enterprise/
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What do used Nvidia A100 and H100 GPUs cost in 2026?

The peer-market evidence cited here is a dated Reddit commenter’s report that used A100 cards “go on the bay 2k-
4k”; it is not completed-sale data or a market-wide price range. Compute Exchange lists Q3 2026 indicative ranges
of $16,000 to $20,000 for used H100 PCIe and $22,000 to $27,000 for used H100 SXM5; final pricing depends on
quantity, region, condition, and warranty terms (Compute Exchange: H100 PCIe) (Compute Exchange: H100
SXM5). Prices in this market move quickly, so any figure should be treated as a snapshot rather than a stable price.

Is there a warranty on a used data center GPU?

NVIDIA directs buyers to verify warranty status for the specific product through its Warranty Check form.

How long do data center GPUs actually last?

No public authoritative per-GPU service-life figure is cited here. Alphabet states that it “depreciate[s] servers and
network equipment generally over a period of six years” (sec.gov). That accounting schedule is not a physical-
lifespan estimate.

How much value does an AI GPU lose per year?

No annual used-GPU resale-value loss is established by the evidence cited here. Research Affiliates evaluates
whether AI hardware earns returns sufficient to cover depreciation, operating costs, and the cost of capital; its
analysis is not a used-GPU resale-price series (Research Affiliates).

Where can buyers find used data center GPUs?

This report documented three channels: individual and peer-to-peer forums (ServeTheHome, Reddit's
r/homelabsales), specialized enterprise resellers and ITAD firms (ServerMonkey, Alta Technologies), and
marketplaces such as Compute Exchange. Terms, testing, and grading claims should be verified with the individual
seller or listing.

Is renting cheaper than buying a used GPU?

It depends entirely on utilization. Vast.ai says marketplace prices can vary from one day to the next, so buyers
should check current offers before comparing rental with ownership (Vast.ai pricing documentation).

For informational purposes. Verify critical medical, legal, financial, regulatory, and technical information with qualified professionals and primary
sources.
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