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Modern Technology Stacks in

Pharmaceutical Software Development

Overview of Key Software Needs in Pharma

Pharmaceutical companies rely on a broad range of software systems tailored to the drug

lifecycle, from R&D through distribution. These include specialized platforms for drug

discovery, tools for managing clinical trials, systems to ensure regulatory compliance, and

enterprise applications for operations (ERP, supply chain, etc.) scilife.io scilife.io. Below is an

overview of the major software categories and their roles:

Drug Discovery Platforms: Early R&D uses computational tools like molecular modeling and AI-

driven drug design to accelerate discovery. Software in this domain enables in silico screening of

compounds, analysis of biological targets, and simulation of drug-target interactions scilife.io

bgosoftware.com. For example, ligand-based and computer-aided design tools help scientists

identify promising drug candidates faster by predicting molecular binding and optimizing chemical

structures scilife.io scilife.io. Open-source libraries such as RDKit are widely adopted for

cheminformatics, allowing researchers to manipulate molecular data and integrate machine learning

into discovery workflows (many top pharma firms include RDKit as a core component of their toolkit)

intuitionlabs.ai.

Clinical Trial Management Systems (CTMS) & EDC: In the clinical stage, electronic data capture

(EDC) and CTMS software are critical. EDC platforms collect patient trial data electronically (often at

the point of care), replacing paper case report forms and enabling remote monitoring scilife.io. A

CTMS handles operational aspects of trials – planning, site selection, patient enrollment, tracking

milestones and budgets – giving sponsors and CROs a centralized view of multi-site trials scilife.io

bgosoftware.com. These systems improve compliance and efficiency by enforcing protocols,

managing study documents, and maintaining audit trails. For instance, OpenClinica is an open-

source EDC solution that lets sites input data through a web interface, with built-in audit logs, user

role controls, and query management to ensure data quality intuitionlabs.ai. It adheres to FDA 21 CFR

Part 11 requirements by capturing electronic records and signatures, much like its proprietary

counterparts intuitionlabs.ai. In essence, CTMS/EDC software brings rigor and automation to clinical

trial conduct, ensuring regulatory compliance and real-time oversight of trial progress.
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Regulatory Compliance & Quality Systems: Given the highly regulated environment, pharma

companies invest in software for quality management and compliance. Electronic Quality

Management Systems (eQMS) track processes like change control, CAPAs, audits, training, and

document management to maintain Good Practice (GxP) standards scilife.io scilife.io. These systems

provide a single source of truth for all quality documents and processes, with role-based access

control and complete audit trails to satisfy regulations (e.g. FDAʼs GMP and 21 CFR Part 11)

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Similarly, Regulatory Information Management (RIM) software

helps organize drug submission data, correspondence with health authorities, and product

registrations, ensuring nothing falls through the cracks during regulatory approval. An example is

Veeva Vault RIM, which unifies submission documents and metadata on a cloud platform so that

regulatory affairs teams can manage filings end-to-end with full visibility intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. Compliance-oriented tools also include pharmacovigilance/safety databases for

tracking adverse events and generating required safety reports. Overall, these software solutions

embed compliance checkpoints (electronic signatures, audit logs, validation checks) into daily

workflows, making it easier to meet FDA, EMA, and other regulatory standards while streamlining

quality processes scilife.io intuitionlabs.ai.

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP): Pharma manufacturers use ERP systems to manage core

business operations – from finance and procurement to manufacturing and inventory.

Pharmaceutical ERP software integrates data across departments (production batches, raw material

inventories, sales orders, HR, etc.) to provide a holistic view of resources and ensure tight control of

materials and processes qualio.com qualio.com. This integration is crucial for compliance as well: for

example, tracking lots and ingredients through an ERP supports traceability requirements in FDA 21

CFR Part 211 for drug product components qualio.com. Leading pharma ERP solutions (often

adaptations of mainstream ERPs) include SAP, Oracle NetSuite, Infor CloudSuite, etc., which come

with pharma-specific features like batch tracking and quality modules qualio.com. A well-

implemented ERP helps maintain cGMP by ensuring every ingredient, container, and batch is

accounted for and by facilitating electronic batch records and inventory control.

Manufacturing Execution & Laboratory Systems: In production and labs, specialized software

ensures quality and efficiency. Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Software covers things like Process

Analytical Technology (PAT) and Manufacturing Execution Systems (MES). PAT tools interface with

sensors (e.g. spectrometers, chromatographs) to monitor critical quality attributes of a process in

real time, supporting Quality-by-Design by detecting when a process is drifting out of its validated

“design space” qualio.com qualio.com. MES platforms, on the other hand, track the execution of

manufacturing orders on the shop floor – they serve as a bridge between high-level ERP planning

and the real-time control from SCADA systems qualio.com qualio.com. An MES will sequence

production steps, collect data from equipment, and generate electronic batch records automatically

qualio.com. These systems are indispensable for ensuring that every step of drug production is

executed and recorded correctly. In the laboratory context, Laboratory Information Management

Systems (LIMS) are used to manage R&D and quality control labs. A LIMS tracks samples and test

results, manages laboratory workflows, and handles instrument integration and calibration schedules

qualio.com qualio.com. Modern LIMS have expanded beyond simple sample tracking to support

digital data exchange between instruments, inventory of reagents, and enforcement of Good

Laboratory Practice (GLP) standards qualio.com qualio.com. By adopting LIMS, pharma labs make

experiments more reproducible and data more traceable, moving closer to a fully digital lab

environment – a key part of todayʼs push for efficiency and data integrity in R&D qualio.com.
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Customer Relationship Management (CRM): While R&D and production are core, pharma

companies also need to manage their commercial operations. Pharma CRM software helps manage

relationships with healthcare professionals (HCPs), hospitals, and other customers. Itʼs similar to

general CRM but tuned to pharma needs – for instance, tracking interactions with doctors,

scheduling sales visits, managing speaker events, and ensuring any “sunshine act” reportable

transfers of value (like meals or consulting fees to physicians) are recorded for compliance

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Pharma CRMs often integrate with medical content repositories so

reps can share the latest approved brochures or clinical reprints and log those activities

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Leading solutions include industry-specific products (e.g. Veeva CRM,

built on Salesforce) and general CRMs configured for pharma. These tools enable sales and medical

liaison teams to target the right physicians (often identifying Key Opinion Leaders), manage their call

plans, and analyze engagement effectiveness. While CRM in pharma doesnʼt involve as many unique

regulations as other areas, it still must maintain strict data privacy (especially if any patient data is

involved) and often integrates with compliance systems to avoid off-label promotion or track sample

distributions intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. In short, a robust CRM is vital for commercial success

and regulatory transparency in how companies interact with healthcare providers.

Supply Chain & Logistics: The pharmaceutical supply chain is complex and requires software to

manage the flow of materials and finished products while maintaining quality. Supply chain

management (SCM) software in pharma oversees procurement of raw ingredients, inventory levels,

warehousing, distribution to depots, and ultimately delivery to pharmacies or clinics. These systems

must account for good distribution practices (GDP) – e.g. ensuring cold-chain products maintain

temperature, handling recalls, and preventing counterfeit drugs qualio.com qualio.com. Much of the

supply chain functionality overlaps with ERP (inventory, order processing, demand forecasting)

qualio.com, but dedicated pharma SCM tools add capabilities like supplier quality tracking, batch

traceability across the distribution network, and distribution-specific compliance checks (e.g.

serialization for track-and-trace). For instance, since 2013 many countries require serialization codes

on drug packages; supply chain systems help generate and track these codes to fight counterfeiting.

In addition, pharma companies often deploy transportation management and IoT monitoring

solutions – for example, IoT sensors that feed temperature and location data of shipments into a

cloud platform, so that any excursion from storage conditions triggers an alert. Overall, supply chain

software improves visibility and control from manufacturing plants all the way to the patient, which is

especially critical in the post-COVID era where global supply disruptions must be quickly managed

qualio.com qualio.com. Modern solutions are often cloud-based to connect far-flung partners, and

they integrate with quality systems so any supply chain deviations (temperature excursions, delays,

etc.) can initiate quality investigations or regulatory notifications as needed.

Each of these software categories addresses a strategic need in pharma. Together, they form an

integrated ecosystem that spans R&D (ELN, LIMS, modeling software), Clinical (EDC, CTMS),

Quality & Compliance (QMS, LIMS, RIM), Manufacturing (MES, ERP), Commercial (CRM),

and Supply Chain. In 2025 and beyond, the competitive pharma companies are those who

successfully digitize across all these domains, moving away from paper and legacy systems to

unified digital platforms scilife.io qualio.com. Next, weʼll explore how current technology

architecture trends – cloud, microservices, data lakes, and more – are influencing the design of

these pharma software systems.
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Trends in Pharma Software Architecture

Modern pharmaceutical software is increasingly built with cutting-edge architectural paradigms

to meet demands for scalability, agility, and data-driven insight. Cloud computing,

microservices, DevOps practices, big data platforms, and containerization are now

prevalent in pharma IT, even though the industry historically was cautious due to regulatory

concerns. Here are the key architecture trends and how they manifest in pharma:

Cloud-Native and Hybrid Cloud Adoption: Pharma companies have broadly embraced cloud

infrastructure in the mid-2020s, after early reticence. As of 2025, roughly 83% of pharmaceutical

companies leverage cloud services in some form intuitionlabs.ai. The cloudʼs on-demand scalability

and managed services proved invaluable – notably, access to massive cloud compute helped

accelerate COVID-19 vaccine development, delivering a candidate to trials in under 50 days, an

unprecedented timeline intuitionlabs.ai. Todayʼs typical pharma datacenter is often a hybrid: core

systems might remain on-premises (for latency, cost, or data sensitivity reasons), while other

workloads burst to public clouds (AWS, Azure, GCP) for peak compute needs or specialized analytics

intuitionlabs.ai. For example, a company might keep a local cluster for routine data processing but

spin up cloud instances for training an AI model on genomics data. Hybrid setups are facilitated by

tech like Azure Stack or AWS Outposts (bringing cloud hardware on-site) and by container

orchestration spanning on-prem and cloud (Kubernetes clusters that unify the environments)

intuitionlabs.ai. The result is flexibility: pharma IT can dynamically route workloads to where it makes

most sense, balancing control and scalability. Cloud-native architecture is also popular for new

applications – built from the ground up to use cloud services (databases, messaging, AI APIs, etc.)

and to autoscale across distributed infrastructure. A benefit of cloud-native approaches is global

access: researchers and employees worldwide can securely access systems via the internet, a

necessity in the increasingly remote and collaborative post-COVID world qualio.com qualio.com.

Cloud deployments also transfer much of the burden of maintenance (upgrades, security patching,

backups) to the vendor, which is appealing for pharma companies wanting to focus on science over

IT plumbing qualio.com qualio.com. That said, regulations require careful qualification of cloud

environments (e.g. vendors need to support compliance audits), so pharma firms often use

specialized frameworks or templates from cloud providers to meet GxP requirements

aws.amazon.com. For instance, AWS and Azure provide life sciences compliance blueprints

(including Installation Qualification (IQ) templates for GxP systems) to help validate cloud

infrastructure for regulated workloads aws.amazon.com. In summary, the cloud trend in pharma is

toward “cloud-first but not cloud-only.” Companies aim to exploit cloud agility while maintaining

compliance via hybrid designs and close vendor oversight.
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Microservices Architecture: Pharma software is moving away from monolithic applications toward

microservices – an architecture where an application is broken into many small, self-contained

services that communicate via APIs. This aligns well with pharmaceutical use cases that often

naturally break into components. For example, a modern Laboratory Information Management

System might split into microservices for data ingestion (from lab instruments), data

processing/analysis, and reporting interfaces intuitionlabs.ai. Each service can run in a container and

scale independently (e.g. if data ingestion from instruments spikes, you can scale that microservice

without affecting the others) intuitionlabs.ai. Allergan Data Labs provides a case in point: initially a

monolithic app, they worked to refactor into smaller microservices on AWS, which reduced their

deployment times from hours to minutes and made the system far more scalable under peak loads

caylent.com caylent.com. By deploying microservices, pharma IT groups can also use different

technologies for different services – for instance, a high-performance data processing service might

be written in Go, while the web portal is in Node.js, each using the language or framework best

suited to its task. This polyglot flexibility is useful in R&D settings where one service might

incorporate a scientific library in Python, while another service is a Java-based web API for

enterprise integration. Microservices are almost always coupled with API management and

orchestration tools (like Kubernetes, discussed below) to handle the complexity of many moving

parts. Itʼs worth noting that microservices do introduce complexity – more services mean more inter-

service communication and monitoring overhead. If not well-architected, they can be failure-prone or

hard to debug. To mitigate this, pharma companies design for resilience (e.g. redundant instances,

circuit breakers, etc.) and use robust DevOps practices. As one observer notes, distributed

microservices systems “can be complex and failure-prone if not well-architected – you must design

for failure by assuming any component can go down and planning redundancy (multi-AZ

deployments, active-active datacenters, etc.) with automated backups and tested restore

processes” intuitionlabs.ai. Despite the challenges, the trend is clear: new pharma applications are

frequently microservice-based, delivering modularity and faster team-based development (teams

can work on separate services in parallel).
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Containerization & Kubernetes: Hand-in-hand with microservices comes containerization.

Pharma IT groups have widely adopted containers (e.g. Docker) to package applications in a

portable, lightweight way. Containers ensure that an application and its dependencies run

consistently from a developerʼs laptop, to a test environment, and to production – a boon in validated

systems where you “build once, deploy anywhere.” Using containers, researchers can encapsulate

an analytics pipeline or an AI model training job with all required libraries, making it easy to run that

workload on any compatible infrastructure (on-prem or cloud) intuitionlabs.ai. This has

revolutionized both dev/test and production in pharma: for example, data scientists can containerize

a bioinformatics workflow and execute it on a scalable cluster without worrying about environment

differences, and production deployments can achieve dev/prod parity which supports GxP

compliance (the same tested container image is what runs in production) intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. To manage containers at scale, Kubernetes (K8s) has become a staple in pharma

data centers and cloud setups. Kubernetes orchestrates container deployment, scaling, and load

balancing. Pharma companies use Kubernetes to deploy tens or hundreds of containerized

microservices reliably – it handles restarting failed containers, distributing load across nodes, and

rolling out updates with minimal downtime intuitionlabs.ai. For instance, Azure Kubernetes Service

(AKS) is used by firms like Novo Nordisk to deploy AI model services that need to scale out to serve

many scientists concurrently intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. A big advantage in regulated contexts is

that once a container image is validated, Kubernetes can deploy identical instances globally,

ensuring consistency and easing the validation burden for multiple environments intuitionlabs.ai.

Container orchestration also enables hybrid cloud bursting – a company can run a Kubernetes

cluster spanning on-prem and cloud, and burst workloads to the cloud side when local capacity

maxes out intuitionlabs.ai. In summary, container tech provides agility (apps can be packaged and

shipped quickly) and reliability (isolated, reproducible runtime), which is why even legacy pharma

systems are being containerized to make them cloud-portable intuitionlabs.ai. Many organizations

are containerizing older applications or using containers to wrap custom code around COTS

(commercial off-the-shelf) systems to extend them. The net benefit is faster deployment cycles

and easier scaling, key needs as pharma embraces more digital and data-heavy workflows

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.
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DevOps and CI/CD in Regulated Environments: A notable cultural shift in pharma IT is the adoption

of DevOps and continuous integration/continuous deployment (CI/CD) practices. Historically,

pharma software releases were infrequent and heavily manual due to validation requirements. Now,

companies realize that automation can enhance compliance by eliminating human errors and

ensuring environment consistency. DevOps in pharma involves using tools like Jenkins, GitLab CI/CD,

Azure DevOps Pipelines, etc., to automate build, test, and deployment processes. Infrastructure as

Code (IaC) tools (Terraform, CloudFormation, or Azureʼs Bicep) script the environment setup so that

it can be recreated exactly in test and prod intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. This approach aligns with

FDAʼs push towards Computer Software Assurance (CSA) – focusing validation on critical risks and

leveraging automated testing. In practice, pharma teams are setting up CI/CD pipelines that, for

example, automatically run a suite of verification tests every time new code is checked in, then

deploy to a test environment that mirrors production. Companies like Sanofi have championed an

“automation everywhere” mindset, using Azureʼs Cloud Adoption Framework and script-driven

deployments to modernize their systems intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Sanofi credits heavy

automation and DevOps for enabling faster delivery of new capabilities (e.g. an analytics workspace

deployment shrank from days to minutes) and more reliable releases intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

Key DevOps tools in pharma include version control (Git), CI servers (Jenkins, GitLab, GitHub

Actions, Azure DevOps), configuration management (Chef, Ansible), and container registries &

deployment scripts (Dockerfiles, Helm charts for K8s). Security is integrated into DevOps

(DevSecOps) by using code scanning (e.g. Veracode or SonarQube for static analysis) and

automated security testing in pipelines. For example, Allerganʼs case involved using Veracode scans

and setting up monitoring with AWS CloudWatch, AWS X-Ray, and DataDog as part of their DevOps

revamp caylent.com caylent.com. A unique aspect in pharma is that all these automated pipelines

themselves need to be documented and qualified for compliance. However, once achieved, they

reduce human error and enforce that whatʼs tested is exactly whatʼs deployed – ironically making

validation easier. Many companies follow GAMP5 Second Edition guidance and leverage vendor audit

documentation to qualify their CI/CD toolchains qualio.com. Overall, DevOps is making pharma IT

more agile: code deployments that used to take weeks of change control can now happen in hours

without sacrificing compliance, thanks to robust testing and audit trails built into the process

caylent.com caylent.com.
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Data Lakes, Warehouses, and Analytics Platforms: Pharma organizations have become

increasingly data-driven, which has led to widespread adoption of data lake and data warehouse

architectures. A data lake is a centralized repository that can store raw data of all types (structured

tables, genomic sequences, documents, instrument logs, etc.) at scale. Traditionally, pharma data

was siloed – clinical data in one system, research assays in another, manufacturing logs elsewhere.

Now companies are consolidating these into data lakes (often cloud-based, like AWS S3 or Azure

Data Lake Storage) so they can run cross-domain analytics and machine learning. For example, a

clinical data lake might ingest EHR data, trial data, and real-world data to enable epidemiological

studies. Or an R&D data lake might combine high-throughput screening data with cheminformatics

and literature mining results. The benefit is schema-on-read flexibility: analysts can apply various

schemas when analyzing the data, rather than forcing everything into one model upfront

informationweek.com informationweek.com. Merck, for instance, shifted from a traditional relational

approach to a cloud-based Hadoop data lake to combine 16 disparate data sources and discovered

new insights into vaccine production yields by analyzing previously disconnected datasets

informationweek.com informationweek.com. Alongside lakes, data warehouses (e.g. Snowflake,

Amazon Redshift, Azure Synapse) are used for more structured, high-performance reporting – for

example, aggregating global sales or clinical trial metrics for dashboards. A trend is to build

enterprise data hubs where raw data lands in a lake and then is transformed into models in a

warehouse for easy querying intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Astellas Pharma did this by building an

integrated data environment on Azure Synapse, unifying data from research, trials, and

manufacturing to provide “trusted insights” across the organization intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

On the cutting edge, companies are deploying real-time analytics in manufacturing: streaming IoT

sensor data into cloud databases to monitor production lines live. AWS IoT and analytics services, for

example, can pull factory sensor outputs into an AWS data lake for near real-time analysis on the

shop floor aws.amazon.com aws.amazon.com. This enables predictive maintenance, yield

optimization, and faster deviations detection. In summary, pharma is investing heavily in data

architecture – combining lakes (for big unstructured data), warehouses (for BI reporting), and

powerful analytics platforms like Spark, Databricks, or SAS Viya to run analyses. They also leverage

specialized data science platforms and notebooks (often containerized or in Jupyter hubs) to allow

researchers to explore data in sandboxes. A key challenge addressed by these architectures is data

silos: by centralizing data (with proper governance), companies can apply AI/ML across previously

isolated datasets, e.g. linking clinical outcomes with genetic data to find new drug targets. Data

lakes also facilitate regulatory compliance with data retention – large volumes of trial and

manufacturing data can be archived economically yet remain queryable for audit or compliance

checks (many regs require data retention for years). To keep order in this deluge, pharma firms

emphasize data governance tools. Solutions like Azure Purview (now Microsoft Purview) are

deployed to catalog data sources, track data lineage, and classify sensitive information across the

enterprise intuitionlabs.ai. This helps a company answer, for instance, “where do we store any patient

health info?” or “which reports used this particular dataset?” – crucial for both privacy (HIPAA,

GDPR) and quality (GxP) audits. In practice, Purview or similar tools scan databases and file stores,

create a searchable data catalog, and can tag fields containing PHI or proprietary structures

intuitionlabs.ai. Such governance ensures that as data lakes grow, they remain an asset rather than a

compliance risk.
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AI/ML and Advanced Analytics Integration: While not an “architecture” per se, the pervasive

integration of AI and machine learning is an overarching tech trend that influences architecture

decisions. Pharma companies are incorporating AI at many levels (details in the Future Outlook

section), which means their software architectures often need to include components like GPU-

enabled compute clusters, model serving layers, and data pipelines for ML. For example, a cloud-

native architecture might include a microservice that is actually an AI model API – say, an endpoint

that predicts protein binding given a molecular structure. Or an analytics platform in the architecture

may use a distributed framework (like Spark or TensorFlow) to process data in parallel. The key

architectural trend here is that AI workloads are becoming first-class citizens in pharma IT

landscapes. Infrastructure for AI – such as clusters with NVIDIA GPUs or even specialized hardware

like TPUs – is being integrated either on-prem or via cloud services. Companies like Novartis have

partnered with cloud providers to stand up “AI innovation labs” where they can quickly train and

deploy models at scale intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. The architecture often follows a pattern: a

data lake feeds a feature store, data scientists iterate in notebooks, models are deployed as

microservices or serverless functions, and results integrate back into business workflows (e.g. a

predictive model flags a manufacturing batch for review, and that flows into the MES/QMS). This

melding of AI into the architecture drives choices like event-driven designs (to trigger analyses), use

of streaming data platforms (Kafka, etc. for continuous data ingest to feed ML models), and inclusion

of specialized AI services (like Azure Cognitive Services for OCR or NLP tasks on pharma

documents).

In summary, modern pharma software architecture is converging with general industry best

practices: cloud-enabled, API-driven, containerized, automated, and data-centric.

However, everything is done through the lens of compliance, since patient safety and data

integrity are paramount. Hybrid cloud setups, validated CI/CD, and heavy emphasis on security

and auditability distinguish pharmaʼs approach. Still, the net effect is an industry that a decade

ago was mired in on-prem siloed systems is now rapidly adopting scalable, modular

architectures that support the latest digital innovations.

Modern Tech Stacks in Pharma Software Projects

Building custom software for pharma requires selecting the right technology stack – the set of

front-end frameworks, back-end languages, databases, and infrastructure – that can meet both

technical and regulatory requirements. Below we break down the components of a modern tech

stack commonly used in pharmaceutical software projects:

Front-End Technologies

Web applications in pharma (whether an internal LIMS UI or an external portal for trial

investigators) typically use modern front-end frameworks to deliver a responsive, interactive

user experience. The dominant choices are JavaScript/TypeScript frameworks: React,

Angular, and Vue.js. These frameworks enable rich Single Page Applications (SPAs) that can

handle complex data and dynamic forms common in pharma contexts intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. For example, a clinical trial management dashboard might be built as a React app
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that allows users to filter studies, update enrollment status, and visualize timelines without full

page reloads. React is often favored for its large ecosystem and component reusability, Angular

for its structured MVC approach and built-in tooling (especially in enterprises that standardize

on it), and Vue for its simplicity and gentle learning curve. All three have seen use in pharma

projects – often it comes down to the development teamʼs familiarity and the existing company

standard. These frameworks support robust component libraries (tables, charts, form inputs

with validation) which accelerates development of typical pharma UIs (e.g. data grids for assay

results, forms for adverse event reporting) intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. They also facilitate

implementing features like offline support or PWA (progressive web app) capabilities, which can

be useful (for instance, a sales rep CRM app built in Vue or React could cache data for offline

use during hospital visits).

In some cases, enterprise pharma applications leverage established UI platforms like Angular

(especially Angular 2+ versions) because of its strong typing and out-of-the-box form validation

– important when building forms for regulated data entry. React is popular for analytics

dashboards and internal tools due to its flexibility and the availability of libraries like Material-UI

or Ant Design that can give a consistent, professional look. Vue.js has been gaining ground for

smaller apps or where a lightweight integration into existing pages is needed (some legacy

systems embed Vue components into otherwise server-rendered pages to enhance them).

Beyond these frameworks, pharma front-ends make heavy use of data visualization libraries

for scientific and operational data. For instance, D3.js or charting libraries (Highcharts, Plotly)

might be used to visualize clinical data or chemical structures interactively. A notable example,

the SmartGraph drug discovery platform at NIH, uses Angular for its front-end along with D3.js

to allow scientists to visually explore complex drug-target interaction networks

pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov.

For mobile access, some pharmaceutical software teams use responsive web design so that

the same React/Angular app works on tablets (common in labs or on manufacturing floors), while

others might opt for a cross-platform mobile framework if a dedicated mobile app is needed

(React Native or Flutter could be used for a mobile clinical trial app for patients, for instance). In

general, however, most custom pharma software UIs in 2025 are web-based using the

triumvirate of React/Angular/Vue. These frameworks provide the needed interactivity and have

proven patterns for building secure front-ends (e.g. integrating with OAuth2 authentication

flows, input sanitization to prevent XSS, etc.). They also support modular development –

important if different teams develop different modules (like separate front-end modules for

“Inventory Management” and “Lab Notebook” that need to interoperate).

In summary, the front-end stack in pharma is not unlike other industries: modern JS

frameworks plus HTML5/CSS3, often with TypeScript for better reliability. The key is choosing a

framework that the development team can efficiently use to build a highly usable interface, since

user adoption (and thus digital transformation success) often hinges on providing scientists and

business users with intuitive, performant apps.
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Back-End Languages and Frameworks

On the server side, pharma software ranges from monolithic web servers to fleets of

microservices. Common back-end languages and frameworks include:

Node.js (JavaScript/TypeScript): Node with frameworks like Express.js or NestJS is a popular

choice for building APIs and microservices in pharma apps intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

JavaScriptʼs ubiquity (and ability to share code between front-end and back-end if needed) is an

advantage. For instance, a custom CRM for a pharma sales team could use Node/Express to serve a

REST API that the React front-end calls. NestJS, a TypeScript-based Node framework, is used in

some pharma projects for its built-in structure (it enforces a module/controller/service organization

which is reminiscent of Angular, making it familiar to use). Nodeʼs non-blocking architecture works

well for IO-heavy workloads like aggregating data from multiple sources (imagine a service that pulls

data from a lab instrument API and a database concurrently). Many cloud functions and serverless

endpoints are also written in Node.js for quick scripts or lightweight services.

Python: Python is heavily used in pharma, especially where data science or scientific computing

intersects with the application. Frameworks like Django and Flask are chosen for web services that

might need to integrate AI/ML models or perform data analysis on the fly intuitionlabs.ai. For

example, a clinical data analysis web app might be built in Django, exposing endpoints that run

statistical analysis or retrieve results from a machine learning model (since Python can directly use

libraries like pandas, scikit-learn, TensorFlow, etc.). Pythonʼs rich ecosystem in bioinformatics (e.g.

RDKit for chemistry, BioPython for sequence analysis) makes it ideal for R&D-centric applications.

Itʼs not unusual to see a two-layer backend: a Python Flask API for analytics tasks and a Node or

Java API for transactional tasks, working in tandem. That said, Python+Django can handle end-to-

end needs as well, and Djangoʼs strong ORM and admin interface can accelerate development of

internal tools (like a Django app to track formulation experiments, benefiting from the auto-

generated admin UI to quickly inspect data). The choice often depends on team expertise: many

researchers-turned-developers know Python well, so it becomes a natural choice for prototyping and

sometimes for production services in research IT.

Java and JVM Languages: Java has a long history in enterprise pharma systems (many commercial

solutions are Java-based), and it remains a solid choice for custom development that needs high

performance, robust multithreading, or simply to integrate with existing Java systems. Frameworks

like Spring Boot allow rapid development of microservices or web applications in Java with

production-ready security and transaction management. Pharma companies might choose Java for

systems that require strict type safety and large-scale transaction processing – for example, an ERP

integration service or a pharmacovigilance case processing system could be built in Spring Boot

to leverage Javaʼs reliability and the wealth of libraries for things like reporting (JasperReports) or

messaging (JMS). Moreover, the extensive validation of Java libraries over decades can be

comforting in a GxP environment. Other JVM languages like Kotlin or Scala occasionally appear

(Kotlin with Spring is increasingly popular for its concise syntax). Scala might be used if Apache

Spark is part of the stack for data processing.
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C#/.NET: Microsoft technologies are also prevalent. Many pharma organizations are Microsoft shops

and use .NET Core/5+ (the cross-platform .NET) to build backends. C# with ASP.NET Core can be

used to create powerful web APIs or even cross-platform GUIs. For instance, a LIMS system

extension or a custom quality management portal could be implemented in ASP.NET Core,

benefiting from its performance and first-class integration with Windows environments (useful if

interfacing with Active Directory or Microsoft Office automation). .NET is often favored for internal

tools that might integrate with Microsoft services (SharePoint, Azure AD) or when a Windows-based

deployment is intended. The modern .NET Core is quite versatile and runs on Linux as well, so itʼs

suitable for containerization and cloud deployments. Companies with existing .NET applications (e.g.

older lab instrument control software or Excel macro tools) might continue with .NET to maintain

consistency and reuse code. Additionally, the Entity Framework ORM in .NET is appreciated for

quickly building CRUD apps backed by SQL Server or Oracle. We see .NET commonly in pharma

manufacturing IT – e.g., a plant maintenance tracking web app built in C# – likely because many off-

the-shelf manufacturing systems (like MES or historians) provide .NET APIs that can be extended

with custom code. Notably, job postings at pharma companies often seek full-stack devs

comfortable with React/Angular & .NET Core, indicating this combination as a prevalent stack for

web apps in the industry careers.abbvie.com orientsoftware.com.

Go, Rust, and Others: Newer languages like Go (Golang) occasionally find use in pharma for

microservices that need efficient concurrency or low resource usage. Goʼs simplicity and

performance make it a candidate for building, say, a high-throughput API that collects IoT sensor

data from hundreds of machines in a plant. Some pharmaceutical software vendors mention Rust or

C++ for specific high-performance components (for example, a genomics pipeline might use C++

modules for number-crunching). However, for general custom business applications, these

languages are less common compared to the ones above. PHP still exists in legacy contexts (some

older LIMS or inventory apps might be in PHP), but new projects tend to prefer the other stacks.

Ruby on Rails is rarely seen in pharma – possibly in some startup solutions, but larger companies

shy away due to performance at scale and a smaller talent pool.

In summary, back-end stack choices in pharma are driven by the need to balance rapid

development with compliance and performance. Node/JavaScript offers speed and uniformity

with front-end; Python offers analytic prowess; Java and .NET offer enterprise robustness; and

all can be containerized and scaled. Often, the final architecture might be polyglot:

microservices written in different languages coexisting. For example, one project noted a design

where “Contact Management” and “Activity Logging” services for a pharma CRM were Node.js,

while a heavy number-crunching “Analytics” service was in Python – communicating via REST

APIs intuitionlabs.ai. This microservice approach allows each service to use the optimal

language. Regardless of language, back-end services expose RESTful APIs or GraphQL for the

front-end and other systems. REST/JSON is the common denominator for integration (e.g.,

integration layers expose endpoints like /api/v1/patients  for EDC systems, or /lab/results

for LIMS). Some teams choose GraphQL for flexibility in querying data, especially in CRM or

data-heavy use cases (GraphQL lets the client request exactly the data needed, e.g., a single

call to fetch a study with all its sites and patients) intuitionlabs.ai. GraphQL adoption in pharma is

still limited, but forward-looking projects use it for its ability to evolve APIs without breaking

clients.
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Finally, serverless back-ends are also a part of the stack in many pharma projects now. Instead

of always running a server, developers use cloud Functions-as-a-Service to run code on

demand. For example, an AWS Lambda function in Node.js might process a file from a lab

instrument when itʼs uploaded, or an Azure Function in Python might run a quick analysis on an

event trigger. Allerganʼs digital platform case showed how they combined serverless (Lambda)

with containerized microservices – using Lambda for certain tasks to optimize cost and

scalability caylent.com caylent.com. This pattern of using serverless for sporadic workloads and

microservice containers for persistent services is growing. It reduces the maintenance overhead

(no server to manage, and built-in scalability) – appealing for smaller teams or for experimental

features (like an AI model scoring function can be a serverless endpoint triggered by new data).

Databases and Data Stores

Data storage needs in pharma applications are diverse – from transactional systems that record

every manufacturing step to flexible stores for research data. Relational databases remain the

backbone for many pharma applications due to their reliability and strong ACID compliance

(important for data integrity in regulated records). Common choices are PostgreSQL,

MySQL/MariaDB, or enterprise options like Oracle and Microsoft SQL Server, depending on

scale and existing infrastructure intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. For instance, a clinical trial

management system might use Oracle or PostgreSQL to store structured data about patients,

visits, and outcomes, with strict schema and constraints to prevent any data anomalies. In a

pharma CRM or ERP context, Microsoft SQL Server is often used, especially in companies that

standardized on Microsoft tech historically. PostgreSQL has gained popularity because of its

open-source nature and powerful features (JSONB support for semi-structured data, window

functions for analytics, etc.), making it a good default for new custom applications. As an

example, a custom developed pharma CRM would find PostgreSQL a natural fit for its relational

data model (tables like Contacts, Accounts, Activities with foreign keys linking them)

intuitionlabs.ai. With proper indexing and optimization, relational DBs handle moderate-sized

datasets (from thousands to millions of records) well, which covers many departmental

applications.

However, certain use cases push beyond what pure relational databases do efficiently. Thatʼs

where NoSQL databases come in:

Document stores (e.g. MongoDB, Couchbase): If an application needs to store more free-form

data – say, R&D experimental data where each experiment might have different parameters or

attachments – a document DB can be useful. For example, a preclinical research data management

tool might use MongoDB to store experiment records that include variable JSON blobs of assay

results or instrument settings. NoSQL stores also see use for performance in high-throughput

scenarios: a medication adherence mobile app might use Couchbase to quickly store many events

from patients in real-time. In pharma, where a lot of data has natural “document” form (protocol

documents, analysis reports, etc.), document DBs can be a complementary storage alongside

relational.
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Key-Value and In-Memory stores: Redis or Memcached are used where caching is needed – e.g.,

caching reference data (drug lists, lab unit conversions) to speed up applications, or maintaining

session state for web apps (though modern design prefers stateless with tokens). In data-heavy

pipelines (like streaming manufacturing sensor data), a key-value store might buffer data or maintain

counters (for example, a running count of defective pills from a machine sensor).

Wide-column stores (like Cassandra): These are less common in pharma, but in scenarios like IoT

time-series data from manufacturing or genomics variant data that runs into billions of entries, a

scalable store like Cassandra or Hadoop HBase might be employed. They offer high write throughput

and partition tolerance – useful if youʼre recording every temperature reading from hundreds of

shipments per minute, for instance.

Graph Databases: An exciting area for pharma R&D is the use of graph databases to represent

complex relationships in biological and medical data. Graph DBs such as Neo4j are used to create

knowledge graphs linking genes, diseases, drugs, patients, etc., enabling advanced queries like “find

drug candidates that target proteins in the Alzheimerʼs pathway that also connect to known gene

mutations.” Servier, a pharmaceutical company, has explored graph data science for early drug

discovery, showing how mapping data as a network can reveal hidden connections neo4j.com. A

concrete example is the SmartGraph platform mentioned earlier: it leverages Neo4j to store a huge

network of compounds, targets, and pathways, enabling network-pharmacology analyses

pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. In SmartGraphʼs tech stack, Neo4j is paired with an Angular front-end and

RxJS for async calls, illustrating how graph DBs can be integrated into a modern web application

pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. Graph databases shine for use cases like finding drug repurposing

opportunities (traversing from a drug node to its targets to diseases associated with those targets,

etc.) or managing clinical trial relationships (sites, investigators, patients, adverse events can form a

graph of connections).

Time-series Databases: In manufacturing and IoT scenarios, specialized time-series DBs (OSIsoft

PI, InfluxDB, TimescaleDB, etc.) are used to store sensor readings and equipment logs efficiently.

Pharma manufacturing often uses OSIsoft PI System for capturing process data from equipment,

and AWS even offers quickstart connectors to bring PI data into AWS for analysis aws.amazon.com

aws.amazon.com. If a company is building custom solutions around manufacturing data, they might

incorporate a time-series database to store metrics from production lines with minimal overhead and

fast retrieval for trends.

In practice, a single pharma application might use a combination: e.g., PostgreSQL for core

structured data, Elasticsearch for enabling full-text search on documents or logs, and Neo4j for

a knowledge graph feature. Elasticsearch in particular is often bolted on to provide powerful

search and analytics capabilities on top of data stored elsewhere. For instance, a

pharmacovigilance system might push case data into Elasticsearch to allow regulatory

specialists to search across all adverse event narratives quickly and to do aggregations (number

of adverse events by symptom, etc.) which are faster in a search index than via SQL.

Crucially, all databases in pharma must be configured and used in a way that ensures data

integrity and security. This means enabling things like point-in-time recovery, access controls,

audit logging of DB changes (especially if direct DB edits happen, which in validated systems

should be rare – usually changes go through the app layer that logs them). Many pharma
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companies rely on database features like transparent data encryption (TDE in Oracle/SQL

Server, or pgcrypto in Postgres) to encrypt sensitive data at rest, as part of compliance with

regulations (like HIPAA for any patient-related data).

Additionally, validation of databases is often required: schema migrations and modifications

need to be documented and tested. Using migration tools (like Flyway or Liquibase) is common

to manage schema changes in a controlled manner, allowing traceability which is useful for

audits.

DevOps and CI/CD Tools

To manage the complex lifecycle of pharma software (from development to testing to production

while maintaining compliance), teams leverage a suite of DevOps tools:

Source Control: Git repositories (hosted on GitHub, GitLab, or Azure Repos) are the norm for

versioning code. These also serve as part of the compliance story – each change is tracked, peer-

reviewed (pull requests act as formal change reviews), and traceable.

CI/CD Pipelines: Tools like Jenkins, GitLab CI/CD, Azure DevOps Pipelines, or GitHub Actions

automate the build and deployment process. For example, when a developer commits code, the CI

server might automatically run unit tests, static code analysis (to catch bugs or security issues), and

package the app into a Docker container. Upon passing tests, a CD pipeline can deploy the app to a

staging environment, run further tests (including integration tests or even automated UI tests using

Selenium), and then deploy to production. In pharma, an extra gating step is common – e.g., a QA

manager might have to review and approve the pipeline promoting a change to production, as an

electronic signature of compliance. Jenkins is widely used due to its flexibility and large plugin

ecosystem (some pharma companies have built custom Jenkins pipelines that also produce

validation documents as output). GitLab and GitHub Actions are gaining popularity for their

seamless integration with code hosting and ability to handle complex pipelines as code.

Containerization & Orchestration: Docker is used to containerize applications for consistency

across environments. DevOps pipelines include steps to build Docker images and push to a registry

(like Docker Hub, ECR on AWS, ACR on Azure, or a private Nexus/Artifactory). Then Kubernetes (or

cloud equivalents like Amazon EKS, Azure AKS, Google GKE) deploy those images. Teams use Helm

charts or K8s manifests to describe the desired state of their applications (number of pods, config

maps for settings, secrets for credentials) – this becomes part of the “infrastructure as code”. For

instance, a GitOps approach might be used: a Git repository holds all K8s deployment configs, and

an agent like Argo CD ensures the cluster state matches that repository (any change to config in Git,

once approved, is applied to the cluster). This model is appealing for GxP compliance because it

provides an audit trail and change control for infrastructure changes just like code changes.
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Infrastructure as Code (IaC): Tools such as Terraform, CloudFormation (AWS), or Pulumi allow

pharma IT to script cloud resources. Instead of manually clicking in cloud consoles to create servers

or databases (which is error-prone and hard to validate), they write IaC templates. For example, a

Terraform script might define an AWS VPC, subnets, security groups, EC2 instances, RDS databases,

etc., with all configuration codified. These scripts are version-controlled and often go through the

same CI/CD pipeline (so changes to infrastructure are reviewed and tested). IaC also facilitates

repeatable deployment – spin up an identical QA environment or scale out an existing environment

without drift. From a compliance view, IaC plus CI/CD provides assurance that environments are

configured consistently according to approved settings intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. AWS and

Azure have specific recommendations for GxP workloads using IaC and DevOps, acknowledging that

automation, when done right, enhances compliance by eliminating configuration drift and

documenting changes by default intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

Monitoring & Logging: In production, especially with microservices, robust monitoring is needed.

Pharma companies use tools like Datadog, New Relic, Dynatrace or cloud-native options (Azure

Monitor, AWS CloudWatch) to track application performance and detect issues. For instance,

Allerganʼs case used AWS CloudWatch and X-Ray for monitoring and tracing microservices, with

Datadog for consolidated observability caylent.com caylent.com. Logs from all services are

aggregated (via ELK stack – Elasticsearch/Logstash/Kibana – or cloud log services like CloudWatch

Logs or Azure Log Analytics) so that if an incident occurs, teams can quickly diagnose across the

distributed system. Monitoring isnʼt just about uptime; in regulated systems, itʼs also about ensuring

audit logs and access logs are kept to detect any unauthorized access or data issues (often a

requirement for 21 CFR Part 11 compliance is to have secure, computer-generated timestamped audit

trails – modern logging frameworks assist with this).

Security and Compliance Automation: Tools to enforce security, such as SAST/DAST scanners for

code (Veracode, Checkmarx, OWASP ZAP), are integrated into pipelines. Containers are scanned for

vulnerabilities using tools like Aqua Security, Anchore, or Trivy before being deployed.

Dependency checking (for known vulnerable libraries) via Snyk or Dependabot is common to manage

open source risks. For compliance, test automation is key – many pharma teams develop automated

test suites that can serve as evidence for system verification. There are even specialized validation

tools where test scripts map to requirements for FDA validation packages. Some companies use

digital validation platforms that plug into CI results to generate documents for auditors. Another

aspect is configuration management of the running environments: tools like HashiCorp Vault or

cloud Key Management Services are used to manage secrets (API keys, DB passwords) – critical for

HIPAA/GxP so that sensitive credentials are not hardcoded or exposed.

Collectively, this DevOps toolchain enables continuous delivery of pharma software in a

controlled manner. It allows for frequent updates (like security patches or small feature

improvements) which historically would have been slow due to validation overhead. By

automating testing and deployment and treating pipeline configurations as part of the system to

be validated, teams achieve both agility and compliance. For example, one could push an update

to a LIMS microservice and have confidence that automation tested it thoroughly and deployed it

in the same manner as prior releases, with an audit trail at every step.

Cloud Infrastructure and Services
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Modern pharma tech stacks almost always involve leveraging cloud platforms – primarily the

big three: Amazon Web Services (AWS), Microsoft Azure, and Google Cloud Platform (GCP)

– each of which offers global infrastructure and specialized services:

AWS: Many pharma companies use AWS for its maturity and breadth of services. Commonly used

services include EC2 (virtual servers) and S3 (scalable storage) as basic building blocks. AWSʼs

emphasis on life sciences is seen in case studies like Moderna, which runs its manufacturing SAP

environment on AWS, taking advantage of AWSʼs scalability and GxP compliance programs

aws.amazon.com aws.amazon.com. AWS offers specific services valuable to pharma: e.g. AWS Glue,

Redshift, Athena for data warehousing and analytics on clinical or research data; Amazon

SageMaker for building and deploying ML models at scale; and IoT services for connecting lab or

plant devices. Serverless computing on AWS (Lambda functions, Fargate for containers) allows

teams to run event-driven tasks – for example, processing an HL7 lab message with a Lambda

function. AWS also provides healthcare-specific compliance mappings and even premade

architectures (Quick Starts) for things like GxP-qualified SAP HANA deployments aws.amazon.com,

or data lakes for clinical data. The AWS marketplace has specialized ISV solutions (like DNAnexus for

genomics or Benchling for lab management) that can be integrated as part of a broader system.

Importantly, AWSʼs global footprint and networking options (like Direct Connect, for private links)

help pharma companies connect their on-prem facilities to the cloud securely and with low latency.

Azure: Azure is very prominent in pharma, partly due to the prevalence of Microsoft enterprise

software and partly due to targeted industry solutions. Azure is often chosen by companies already

invested in Windows/.NET or Office 365. Key Azure services for pharma include Azure Virtual

Machines and AKS (for running Linux/Windows containers), Azure SQL and Cosmos DB for

managed databases, Azure Data Lake Storage and Synapse Analytics for big data and

warehousing, and Azure Machine Learning for ML model development. Azure has strong offerings

in AI services – e.g., Azureʼs Cognitive Services (for OCR, text analytics, translation) can be used to

analyze scientific texts or extract data from forms (like automatically reading paper lab results into a

digital form). A notable trend is pharma use of Azureʼs AI and HPC capabilities: companies like

Novartis have collaborated with Microsoft to use Azureʼs GPU/CPU clusters for AI-driven drug

discovery, running thousands of simulations or screening experiments in parallel intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. Azureʼs emphasis on hybrid cloud also resonates; tools like Azure Arc allow unified

management of on-prem and cloud resources, which can be helpful for companies that need to keep

certain systems on-site but want cloud-like operations. Additionally, Azureʼs Power Platform (Power

BI, Power Apps, Power Automate) has seen huge uptake in pharma for quick, low-code solutions

(discussed later) – these sit on Azure cloud and integrate with Azure services in the back end

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Azure also integrates FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interoperability

Resources) via its Healthcare APIs, which pharma companies use to standardize patient data

ingestion from hospitals for real-world evidence studies intuitionlabs.ai.
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Google Cloud: GCP is perhaps less adopted than AWS/Azure in pharma, but it has niches. Some

biotech startups favor GCP for its strong data analytics and ML tooling (TensorFlow was developed

by Google, and GCPʼs AI Platform is well-regarded). GCPʼs BigQuery data warehouse can be

attractive for analyzing large genomic or imaging datasets due to its ability to do fast SQL analytics

on petabyte-scale data. GCP also has specialized healthcare APIs (Google Healthcare API supports

FHIR, DICOM for imaging, etc.) that some companies use to store and analyze clinical data (for

example, using Googleʼs AutoML Vision on medical images). Another plus is Google Workspace

integration – companies using Google for productivity might integrate apps with Google identity or

use AppScript for light automation. Still, in 2025 GCP likely has a smaller footprint in large pharma

compared to AWS/Azure, which have more extensive compliance programs and enterprise support

relationships in this sector.

Serverless and Managed Services: Across clouds, there is a push to use managed services to

offload operational burden. Pharma IT can now use fully managed databases (Aurora, Azure

Database services), managed Kubernetes (EKS/AKS/GKE), managed integration services (AWS

Step Functions or Azure Logic Apps for orchestrating workflows), and serverless offerings (AWS

Lambda, Azure Functions, Google Cloud Functions) to compose systems with less infrastructure

maintenance. For example, consider a pharmacovigilance case intake system: it might use an

Azure Logic App to ingest emailed safety reports, an Azure Function to parse the data, and

Cosmos DB to store it – all with scaling and high availability handled by Azure, and with built-in

audit logs for each step. This significantly reduces the need to maintain servers and can improve

reliability. Serverless architectures are particularly appealing for intermittent workloads or

where scaling demands are unpredictable (like a spike of user traffic on a drug coupon site after

a promotion – serverless can automatically handle it). Allergan Data Labs, as mentioned, moved

toward a serverless approach on AWS to handle spiky traffic for their consumer-facing

applications caylent.com. They used AWS Lambda alongside Kubernetes, optimizing each part

of the workload to either run persistently in containers or spin up on demand in Lambdas

caylent.com caylent.com.

AI/ML Services: Cloud providers also offer specialized AI/ML services that are increasingly part

of the stack:

AWS: Amazon Comprehend Medical (for NLP on medical text), Amazon Textract (for extracting text

from docs, e.g. digitizing paper records), and Amazon SageMaker (a full ML model building/hosting

service) are used in pharma for tasks like analyzing patient feedback, automating data entry, and

building predictive models respectively.

Azure: Azureʼs OpenAI Service provides access to GPT models with enterprise controls – companies

like Syneos Health use it to help design trials and analyze data faster intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

Azure also pushes cutting-edge offerings like Azure Quantum Elements (a Microsoft initiative for

quantum-inspired chemistry computations) which aims to give pharma a leap in molecular simulation

intuitionlabs.ai. Such services might still be experimental but show the direction.

GCP: Googleʼs Vertex AI and AutoML can allow relatively low-code model training, which could be

used by a pharma data team to build a model for, say, predicting patient dropout in a trial without

needing every member to be a deep ML expert.
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Compliance and Security in Cloud: A major factor for pharma is ensuring that cloud

deployments are secure and compliant:

All major clouds have achieved standards compliance (ISO 27001, SOC, and specifically HIPAA

compliance programs and GxP support). Pharma companies sign Business Associate

Agreements (BAAs) with cloud providers for HIPAA, and they leverage virtual private cloud

setups, network isolation, and encryption features to protect data. For instance, by policy,

sensitive data might only be processed in cloud regions certified for certain levels of privacy and

not leave those regions. Techniques like de-identification are used (there are even cloud

services to help de-identify healthcare data). Identity and access management is integrated

(often tying cloud IAM to corporate directories for single sign-on). Many deploy additional

controls like HSMs (Hardware Security Modules) or bring their own encryption keys (BYOK)

for extra control.

Cloud providers also have specialized validated blueprints and customer guidance. AWS

publishes whitepapers on running GxP workloads on AWS, emphasizing best practices (such as

infrastructure qualification, change management in cloud environments, etc.) aws.amazon.com

oxfordcorp.com. Azureʼs FastTrack for Healthcare provides similar guidance. The existence of

these programs indicates that cloud is no longer taboo but rather mainstream in pharma,

provided that validation and security are properly addressed.

In summary, modern pharma stacks are cloud-centric: whether itʼs using raw compute/storage or

high-level AI APIs, the cloud is integral. The specific mix of AWS/Azure/GCP services varies, but

the goals are the same – speed of development, elasticity, global access, and leveraging

innovations (AI, IoT, etc.) that would be hard to implement from scratch on-prem. Itʼs common

to see multi-cloud strategies too (to avoid vendor lock-in or use strengths of each): e.g. using

AWS for some workloads and Azure for others, especially after mergers where each legacy

company was on a different cloud. Integration between on-prem and cloud and between multiple

clouds becomes a stack consideration – hence the popularity of containerization and API-driven

design, which are cloud-agnostic to an extent.

Security and Compliance Tools

Pharmaceutical software deals with sensitive data (patient health info, proprietary research data)

and operates in a regulated environment. Thus, security and compliance are first-class

requirements in the tech stack. Beyond secure coding practices and cloud security features

mentioned earlier, there are specific tools and measures commonly employed:
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Identity and Access Management (IAM): Ensuring only authorized users access systems is critical

(for both HIPAA and 21 CFR Part 11 compliance). Companies integrate their software with enterprise

IAM solutions – e.g., Active Directory/LDAP, or cloud IAM. Many pharma apps use Single Sign-On

(SSO) via SAML or OAuth2/OpenID Connect, often federating to the corporate identity provider.

This allows enforcement of strong authentication policies (complex passwords, rotation, multi-factor

authentication) centrally. For instance, an internal LIMS or QMS will delegate login to Azure Active

Directory or Okta, so that only employees or authorized partners can login, and their roles are

provisioned automatically. Fine-grained authorization is handled in-app via role-based access control

(RBAC) – e.g., only QA personnel can e-sign a deviation in a QMS, a clinician role can enter patient

data but not see blinded treatment assignments, etc. Tools like OAuth 2.0 / OIDC libraries

(IdentityServer, Auth0, etc.) are used to implement token-based auth in modern apps intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. On the infrastructure side, cloud IAM ensures that only certain services or IPs can

reach certain data (for example, using AWS IAM roles such that an EC2 instance running an app can

only access the specific S3 bucket and RDS instance it needs, nothing else).

Encryption and Data Protection: Itʼs standard that all sensitive data is encrypted in transit

(SSL/TLS for all web traffic, VPNs or private links for site-to-site). And encryption at rest is enabled

on databases, storage buckets, and backups – using AES-256 or similar, with managed keys or

customer-managed keys. Many pharma firms use Hardware Security Modules (HSMs) or cloud

KMS services to manage encryption keys, and they implement key rotation policies. For applications

that deal with PHI (Protected Health Information), tokenization or pseudonymization might be

used – e.g., replacing a patientʼs real identifier with a code in certain contexts to limit exposure of

direct identifiers. There are tools specifically for this (like privacy APIs that can redact or de-identify

data sets according to rules, often used when sharing data for research).

Audit Trails and Electronic Records: 21 CFR Part 11 requires that systems managing electronic

records have secure, computer-generated audit trails recording who did what and when, especially

for any creation, modification, or deletion of records. Modern software frameworks often incorporate

this: for example, an eQMS might log every field change in a regulated form along with a timestamp

and user ID, and prevent those logs from being editable by end users intuitionlabs.ai. If not built-in,

developers implement auditing modules or use database features (some DBs can be set to write

audit tables or use temporal tables to keep history). Electronic signatures are another Part 11

element – when a user “signs” something (like approving a batch or closing a CAPA), the system

must capture name, date/time, and meaning of signature, and link it to the record. Software like

Veeva Vault or others provide this out-of-the-box intuitionlabs.ai. Custom-built software might

integrate with an e-sign service or implement a password-confirmation step that records the

signature event. For compliance, these audit trails and signature logs have to be stored securely

(usually in the same database, with no user ability to tamper). Many companies configure write-

once storage (WORM) for critical audit logs or back them up to append-only mediums to prevent

any manipulation.
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Compliance Management and Validation Tools: To ease the burden of validating systems, pharma

IT teams use tools that track requirements, tests, and deviations. While not exactly part of the

“stack” of a given application, they are part of the toolchain around it. For example, Application

Lifecycle Management (ALM) tools like Jira, Azure DevOps, or HP ALM are used to document user

requirements, test cases, and execution results – forming the validation package required by QA.

There are also specialized GxP compliance tools – e.g., ValGenesis or ZenQMS – which manage

validation documentation electronically. These might be used to control deployments (e.g., require

certain approvals in the system before moving to production). Some organizations create automated

testing pipelines that not only run tests but also output a formatted report that can be reviewed and

approved as validation evidence.

Security Testing Tools: In addition to code scanning, pharma companies often hire third-party

auditors to do penetration testing or use tools like Nessus or Qualys to scan their servers for

vulnerabilities. Web vulnerability scanners (like Acunetix or IBM AppScan) might be run on any

externally facing apps (for instance, a patient portal or a public website for a clinical trial). Internally,

network segmentation and firewalls (cloud security groups, Azure NSGs) are configured to ensure

that even if one app is compromised, it canʼt freely access others. This defense-in-depth extends to

using container security (ensuring images are from trusted sources and signed, using minimal base

images, etc.).

HIPAA/GxP Specific Services: Cloud vendors and third parties offer solutions tailor-made for

compliance. For HIPAA, there are logging solutions that automatically detect ePHI in logs and redact

it, so sensitive info doesnʼt end up in logs. For GxP, AWS, for example, has an auditing tool (AWS

Config with Conformance Packs) that can continuously check that cloud resources are configured

according to certain rules (like ensuring no S3 bucket with patient data is public, etc.). If a violation is

found, it alerts or even remediates it, thus enforcing compliance policies in real-time.

Data Governance and Quality: Mentioned before, tools like Azure Purview help ensure data is not

misused or misplaced, which is important for compliance audits. Similarly, master data management

(MDM) tools ensure consistency of key data (like substance codes, study IDs) across systems,

reducing the risk of discrepancies that could cause compliance issues.

In essence, the security and compliance layer of the tech stack is a collection of practices

and supporting tools that permeate all levels: from development (secure coding, SAST tools) to

deployment (hardened configurations, IaC security scans) to runtime (monitoring, access

control, audit logs). A well-designed pharma software stack will have compliance “baked in” –

for example, a framework that automatically logs all data changes with user info, or a

deployment pipeline that wonʼt deploy if tests or security scans show a problem. We see this in

industry cloud offerings: Veevaʼs multi-tenant cloud platform was built with life sciences

compliance as a core principle – it provides validated environments and audit trails out-of-the-

box intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Pharma companies building custom stacks strive for the

same outcome by leveraging the tools above. As regulators (like FDA) have become more cloud-

and automation-friendly in guidance, the state of practice in 2025 is that modern security and

compliance tooling is not a barrier but actually an enabler of using advanced tech stacks in

pharma, by providing assurance that even fast-moving DevOps and cloud deployments remain

under control and fully auditable.
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Tech Stack Choices by Use Case: Comparative Analysis

Different use cases in the pharmaceutical industry drive different priorities in the tech stack.

Here we compare how the tech stack might vary across several key domains, highlighting why

certain technologies are favored in one scenario versus another:

Early-Stage Drug Research Platforms (Discovery Informatics)

Use Case: Platforms to support target identification, compound screening, and preclinical

research. These often need to handle large volumes of scientific data (e.g. chemical libraries,

biological assay results), run computationally intensive models, and enable exploratory analysis

by scientists.

Characteristics: Early-stage research platforms demand high flexibility and heavy data

crunching capability. The user base (scientists, computational chemists) often require custom

analyses, integration of novel algorithms, and interactive data visualization. Thereʼs also a need

to manage unstructured data (e.g. experimental observations, literature) alongside structured

data.

Tech Stack Tendencies:

Compute and Data Processing: These platforms frequently incorporate high-performance

computing (HPC) elements. That could mean integration with computing clusters or cloud HPC

services to run simulations (like molecular dynamics, protein folding, docking studies). For instance,

Azure offers HPC VMs with GPUs and Azure Batch for large parallel jobs, which 1910 Genetics

leveraged to speed up drug design using AI and even quantum-inspired computations

intuitionlabs.ai. On-prem research clusters with SLURM or Grid Engine schedulers are also often part

of the picture, but increasingly connected to cloud for scaling out. The stack might include Python or

R for data analysis (since many scientists script in those), Jupyter Notebooks for interactive work,

and frameworks like TensorFlow/PyTorch if AI models are being trained to predict molecular

properties or analyze images.

Back-End & Integration: The backend of a discovery platform might be a mix of web services and

scientific compute services. Python-based microservices are common, because Python has

numerous scientific libraries (NumPy, Pandas, RDKit for cheminformatics, DeepChem, etc.). For

example, a service that calculates molecular descriptors could be a Flask API wrapping RDKit calls.

Another service might use Node.js to orchestrate tasks or manage message queues for jobs (Nodeʼs

event-driven nature is useful if orchestrating many tasks like “generate 1000 analogues and run each

through a model”). An event-driven architecture (with RabbitMQ or Kafka) might be used to pipeline

data from one analysis step to the next (e.g., when a new compound is registered in a database,

trigger an AI model to predict its drug-likeness and store the result).
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Databases: Research data is often heterogeneous. Relational databases (like PostgreSQL or

Oracle) might store compound registration info and assay results in structured form (as this data has

some schema: compound ID, batch, result, etc.). But for experimental data capture and knowledge

management, NoSQL stores can appear – e.g., a graph database (Neo4j) to link compounds to

targets to publications as a knowledge graph, enabling querying of relationships (such as “find all

compounds that hit both target A and B and were reported in literature X”) neo4j.com

pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. In early research, graph technology is quite powerful, hence projects like

SmartGraph used a Neo4j graph DB coupled with Angular+D3 front-end to allow researchers to

traverse network relationships intuitively pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. Also, raw data like genomic

sequences or screening images might be stored in specialized formats or object storage (files in S3

or a Hadoop HDFS cluster for very large data sets).

Front-End: User interfaces for discovery platforms need to present complex data effectively. Web

UIs using Angular or React with scientific visualization components are common. They may

integrate components for chemical drawing (Marvin JS or RDKitʼs JS canvas) and graph/network

visualization (using D3, Cytoscape.js). The SmartGraph example again illustrates this: an Angular

front-end using RxJS to handle asynchronous data (likely queries to the Neo4j graph) and D3 to

visualize networks of biological interactions pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. Another example: a screening

data analysis UI might use React with Plotly to let users interactively plot dose-response curves or

heatmaps of high-throughput screening results. Usability and responsiveness are key because

scientists will reject tools that slow them down. So front-ends might include local caching of data,

Web Workers for heavy calculations client-side, etc., to keep things snappy.

AI/ML Integration: Discovery is a hotbed for AI. The stack often integrates machine learning models

(for QSAR, image analysis, omics data analysis, etc.). These could run in Python (perhaps using

TensorFlow, scikit-learn) and be exposed via APIs to the platform. For example, Novartis built an AI

platform on Azure to sift through decades of lab data and suggest new drug candidates, using

cloud-based ML to comb through experiment results and even read scientific documents for relevant

info intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. The output of such models might be fed back into the UI (e.g.,

highlighting “high priority” compounds) or trigger new experiments. The tech stack therefore

includes not just application code but pipelines for data preparation and model training. Tools like

Apache Spark or Databricks might be employed for large-scale data processing (e.g., feature

engineering on millions of compounds).

Compliance considerations: Early research is the least regulated phase (no patient data typically,

more about trade secrets than regulatory compliance). So thereʼs more freedom to use open-source

and experiment with new tech. In fact, pharma R&D has embraced open-source tools heavily

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. But even here, good practices like data integrity and security are

maintained. If research data might eventually support an IND or patent, ensuring traceability (e.g.

knowing how a model result was generated, keeping versioned datasets) is important. Platforms

often log analysis steps and results for reproducibility.

Overall, flexibility and compute power are the priorities. The tech stack skews towards

Python/R for analytics, varied databases including graph and unstructured stores, and HPC/AI

frameworks – all tied together with microservices and web UIs to make it accessible. Cloud

resources are tapped liberally to accelerate compute – e.g., bursting a docking computation to a

1000-core cloud cluster overnight to get results faster. The environment is dynamic: new
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algorithms or libraries might be plugged in frequently as science evolves, so containerization

here helps to encapsulate scientific environments with their specific library versions.

Clinical Trial Management Systems (CTMS) and Electronic Data

Capture

Use Case: Systems to manage and track clinical trials – planning and operational oversight

(CTMS) and capturing patient data and outcomes (EDC/CDMS – Clinical Data Management

Systems). These have to support multi-center trials, comply with regulatory requirements for

data (like 21 CFR Part 11, ICH GCP), and often integrate with other systems like labs, medical

coding dictionaries, and reporting tools.

Characteristics: CTMS/EDC systems have a broad user base (sponsors, clinicians at sites,

monitors, data managers) often spread globally. They require high reliability (cannot afford

downtime during critical trial periods), robust security (patient data confidentiality and

integrity), and excellent audit trails. Performance needs to be good even over slow connections

(as site staff might be in various locations). The domain model is complex (patients, visits, CRFs,

queries, deviations, etc.) but fairly well-defined by industry standards.

Tech Stack Tendencies:

Back-End: Historically, many CTMS and EDC systems were built with enterprise Java or .NET. For

example, older CTMS might be on J2EE or .NET stack with an Oracle or SQL Server backend. In

modern custom development, one could still choose Java/Spring or C#/.NET Core to get the benefits

of strong typing, transaction management, and out-of-the-box support for enterprise features like

job scheduling, emailing, etc., which are all needed (like sending notifications of new patient

enrollments or generating scheduled reports). Some newer EDC-like solutions might use Node.js for

the API, but given the need for extensive business logic and perhaps heavy server-side validation

rules, a more structured framework (like Spring Boot or ASP.NET) can be advantageous. For open-

source CTMS or EDC, OpenClinica is an example: itʼs built on Java (with a mix of servlets, JSP, and

now more modern JSF/Spring in newer versions) and runs on Tomcat with a Postgres or Oracle DB

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. That underscores Javaʼs historical role. A custom CTMS built today

might still go with a similar proven stack but possibly updated (Spring Boot, using REST+React

instead of older JSP-style web pages).

IntuitionLabs - Custom AI Software Development
from the leading AI expert Adrien Laurent Modern Technology Stacks in Pharmaceutical Software Development

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai - North America's Leading AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech. All rights reserved. Page 25 of 47

http://asp.net/
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/top-10-opensource-software-pharma-industry#:~:text=History%20%26%20Development%3A%20OpenClinica%20was,called%20Akaza%20Research%2C%20with%20a
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/top-10-opensource-software-pharma-industry#:~:text=By%20the%20late%202000s%2C%20OpenClinica,which
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=modern-technology-stacks-in-pharmaceutical-software-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=modern-technology-stacks-in-pharmaceutical-software-development.pdf


Database: A relational database is almost always the core of CTMS/EDC because of the strong

relational nature of trial data (patients belong to sites, have multiple visits, each with forms, etc.) and

the need for complex queries and updates. Oracle has been prevalent (some FDA requirements or

guidance practically presumed Oracle in the past), but PostgreSQL or SQL Server are viable

depending on cost and preference. The schema must enforce data constraints and store metadata

for the study definitions. Additionally, audit trail requirements often mean having “shadow tables” or

using DB features to track changes. For example, an EDC might have an audit_trail  table

capturing changes to any CRF field along with old value, new value, timestamp, user – which can

blow up in volume, so the DB must be robust and well-indexed. In terms of scale, a large phase III

trial could mean tens of thousands of patients with dozens of forms each – not huge by big data

standards, but enough to require good query plans especially when generating summary reports or

data extracts.

Front-End: Older systems used server-side rendering. Modern CTMS/EDC are moving to web SPA

front-ends for a more responsive experience, given users fill out forms and navigate between many

screens. A React or Angular front-end can greatly improve the user experience for investigators

entering data or managers viewing dashboards. They can do client-side validation (immediate

feedback on data entry errors before even hitting the server) which is important for data quality. For

example, if a nurse enters an out-of-range lab value, the front-end can alert them immediately per

the studyʼs edit check rules. React with a library like Formik or Angularʼs reactive forms are well-

suited to implementing such complex form logic with validations, skip patterns, etc. The UI also often

needs to work offline or handle intermittent connectivity (some clinics might have spotty internet).

While full offline EDC is complex (to sync later), at least auto-saving drafts locally or working as a

PWA can help – frameworks like Angular support building PWAs, and libraries like Redux or NgRx can

manage state if network drops.

Integration and Services: CTMS/EDC seldom stand alone. Integration with randomization systems

(IRT), drug supply management, lab data import, safety systems, etc., is common. Modern stacks

use REST APIs or SOAP services (some older standards are SOAP-based) to connect. For example,

when a patient is randomized in IRT, it might call an EDC API to create a record. Thus, exposing a

robust API (likely in the back-end language chosen) is part of the design. Microservices approach

can be applied: one service for the CTMS functions (tracking sites, enrollment, monitoring reports)

and another for EDC/CDMS functions (patient case data), or even splitting out a service for

reporting. However, many times these are kept within one app for simplicity due to the strong

coupling of functionality and the need for consistent transactions across data (e.g., if a user enters a

new patient in EDC, the CTMS side should see it too – easier if one system). But a modular monolith

or microservices with a shared database could be considered.
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Special Requirements (Audit & Security): As mentioned, compliance features heavily influence the

stack. For instance, the back-end might use database triggers or application logic to populate audit

tables on any data change. The front-end and back-end both enforce role-based access (e.g., a site

user can only see their siteʼs patients). The stack will include a robust authentication system –

often an internal user store or integration with an identity provider. If built custom, developers might

use a library (like Spring Security, or Passport.js for Node) to handle multi-role systems securely.

Theyʼll need to implement electronic signatures for certain actions: e.g., when a Principal

Investigator at a site signs off the casebook for a patient, the system might require re-entering

credentials and then record a signature line (with meaning like “Verified by Investigator”) stored in

the database linked to that dataset. All these features mean extra tables and logic but are critical and

often guided by regulatory expectations.

Case Study/Example: Veevaʼs Vault Clinical suite (a commercial offering) is an example stack at a

high level: itʼs a multi-tenant cloud platform (built on a Java-based proprietary platform) providing

eTMF, CTMS, and even EDC (with their Vault CDMS). While proprietary, it demonstrates the

integration of modules on a common platform, and shows how a web interface plus a strong back-

end can deliver a unified trial management system. On the open-source side, as noted, OpenClinica

(for EDC) uses a Java/Oracle stack and provides a web UI with secure data capture and extensive

audit trails intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. It adheres to Part 11 through features like audit logs, role-

based access, and data change tracking intuitionlabs.ai. This open-source example indicates whatʼs

needed technically: an object model for study and data, a UI that can render dynamic forms

(OpenClinicaʼs older interface was server-rendered, newer one has a more dynamic JS component),

and ensuring every action is captured.

Summary: CTMS/EDC tech stacks prioritize data integrity, reliability, and compliance. They

lean on tried-and-true enterprise technologies (Java, .NET, relational DBs) for the transactional

backbone, while newer UIs and integration methods improve usability and connectivity.

Performance and scalability considerations revolve more around concurrency (hundreds of users

entering data simultaneously) and distribution (global access, possibly multi-region hosting to

reduce latency) rather than big data. So you see optimizations like heavy caching of reference

data (medical dictionaries, etc.), careful indexing on DB (e.g., indexing by patient, site for quick

retrieval), and sometimes data partitioning by study to keep things manageable. Given the long

lifespan of trials, backward compatibility and upgradability is also key – hence modular

monolithic designs are still common to avoid breaking changes mid-study.

Electronic Lab Notebooks (ELN) and Laboratory Information

Management Systems (LIMS)

Use Case: Systems for laboratories to document experiments (ELN) and manage samples, tests,

and results (LIMS). ELNs are used by R&D scientists to record experimental procedures and

observations in a compliant way (replacing paper notebooks), while LIMS are used more in

QA/QC labs and research labs to track samples, manage workflows, and store analytical results.

Characteristics: ELNs and LIMS operate in lab environments – which can range from research

labs (high flexibility, varied data types) to regulated QC labs (rigid workflows, heavy compliance).
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They often need to integrate with laboratory instruments and equipment software to pull data.

They also need to support attaching or linking to various data files (spectra, images, etc.). User

interactions involve a mix of structured data entry (forms for sample metadata, test results) and

unstructured data (rich text for experiment observations, file attachments). Compliance with

GLP/GMP and data integrity (ALCOA+ principles) is crucial – meaning everything must be

attributable, legible, contemporaneous, original, accurate (ALCOA) and have audit trails.

Tech Stack Tendencies:

Back-End & Business Logic: Many LIMS/ELN solutions (commercial ones like Benchling,

LabVantage, LabWare) have historically been built on .NET or Java stacks with a heavy configuration

layer. A custom-built LIMS might use a similar approach: for instance, a C# ASP.NET Core backend

with an API and server-rendered components for some admin UI. The business logic often involves

complex workflow rules (e.g., if sample of type X is received, schedule tests A, B, C; when results

entered, auto-approve if within spec or flag if out-of-spec, etc.). A robust server environment is

needed to handle these rules – something like a rules engine (Drools for Java, or Azure Logic Apps

for a cloud approach) could be used for flexibility. If microservices are used, one might separate

modules like “Sample Management”, “Instrument Integration”, “Reporting” etc., but often a monolith

suffices because labs might start with one site and expand, not requiring web-scale microservices.

However, microservices could come in handy to integrate instruments: e.g., a separate service

listening on a port for instrument data or polling a directory where instruments drop result files.

Database: As with CTMS, relational databases are standard for LIMS/ELN. They maintain strong

consistency – you canʼt lose or corrupt lab data. A LIMS database will have tables for samples, tests,

results, users, instruments, etc. A key difference is that LIMS often need to store files or large blobs

(instrument outputs, PDFs of certificates, images). Some store these in the DB (as BLOBs) but

increasingly they store file metadata in DB and the file content on a file store or object storage (like

S3). So a LIMS stack might include a connection to an object storage service for large files, while

keeping structured data in SQL. Also, a LIMS may have a need for hierarchical or batch data (like a

batch of samples, each sample with multiple aliquots, etc.) – something relational DBs handle but

require thoughtful schema design. LIMS also sometimes use NoSQL for specific high-volume data,

such as capturing instrument logs or continuous sensor data in an R&D lab (though that veers into

IoT). But typically, a single RDBMS can handle the throughput of a labʼs day-to-day transactions

(number of samples processed etc. is moderate).

Integration with Instruments: This is a unique aspect. The stack often includes middleware or

connectors to instruments. This could mean serial or TCP/IP communication with lab devices, or

reading files they output. Some LIMS have a dedicated module or microservice for instrument

integration. Modern architectures might containerize instrument connectors – small services or even

serverless functions that parse instrument data and push to the LIMS via API. Standards like

SIEMENS SIPAT or OPC-UA for instrument data might be used; or simple solutions like watching an

SMB share for new result files. If building custom, developers might use Python for these

integrations (because instrument vendors often provide Python SDKs or because itʼs quick to script

parsing) and then call a REST API of the main LIMS app.
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Front-End: For ELN, which scientists use to write up experiments, a rich front-end is needed. This

might be a web-based rich text editor (like using Slate.js or Quill for a rich text component) to allow

formatting, embedding images, etc. In addition, the ELN UI should allow attaching data files and

linking to samples from the LIMS. So a React or Angular app could serve as an ELN interface, with

components for text editing, file upload, and data selection dialogs (like a dialog to pick a reagent

from an inventory list, etc.). For LIMS, a web interface with forms and tables (for sample tracking,

test result entry) is typical. Angular is quite common in enterprise LIMS UIs because of its form

strengths. For example, the SmartGraph used Angular for a heavy data application; likewise a LIMS

UI might use Angular to handle dynamic forms for different test types (one test might require

entering pH, another requires uploading a chromatogram file, etc., so the form can change based on

test type configuration).

Desktop vs Web: Itʼs worth noting some lab systems were desktop apps (thick clients in .NET or

Java Swing). Thereʼs a move to web for easier deployment and remote access (especially highlighted

during COVID-19 when remote review of data became important). So modern stacks are web-based.

However, some specialized cases might still use a desktop component, e.g., if direct instrument

control is needed or if a particular instrumentʼs software must be launched. More often, though,

instruments operate independently and the LIMS just receives data.

Example: A custom ELN might be built with a MERN stack (MongoDB, Express, React, Node) – using

MongoDB to store the unstructured experiment entries (as documents with embedded images or

references), while using a relational DB for structured inventory data. Meanwhile, a custom LIMS for a

QC lab might be built with .NET Core and Angular on top of a SQL Server, integrated with SAP for

pulling batch data and with lab instruments for test results. The architecture could involve

microservices for specific tasks: e.g., one microservice monitors a directory where instruments

output XML results, parses them, and calls the LIMS API; another microservice might handle

reporting (generating Certificates of Analysis as PDF). The central LIMS API ensures everything is

done under role permissions and logs actions (e.g., capturing when a technician records a result or

when a supervisor approves a test result).

Comparing with other use cases: LIMS/ELN shares with CTMS the need for strong data

integrity and audit trails, but differs in that it often has more varied data types and needs

instrument integration. It shares with discovery platforms the scientific data aspect, but LIMS is

usually more structured and workflow-oriented than the free-form exploratory nature of

discovery data systems.

Tech-wise, LIMS/ELN might incorporate some aspects of both: like the scientific libraries from

discovery (for example, an ELN might have an integration to Jupyter or R for data analysis within

an experiment record), and the enterprise rigor of CTMS (like user roles, e-signatures for lab

results under GMP).

We should note that modern LIMS and ELN systems increasingly aim to be configurable

platforms rather than hard-coded. So if developing custom, one might implement a core with

meta-data driven definitions of sample types, test types, etc., akin to how Veeva Vault (though

for content) is metadata-driven intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. This reduces the need to code

new forms for every new assay – instead, configure it. Achieving this requires a flexible back-end

(storing definitions in DB and having generic logic to render UI based on them) and a dynamic
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front-end that can build forms on the fly. Technologies like JSON Schema and dynamic form

generation libraries might be used to enable admin-defined fields.

Supply Chain and Manufacturing Systems

Use Case: Software for managing the production and supply chain of pharmaceutical products –

includes manufacturing execution/operations systems (beyond what core ERP covers), supply

chain planning, distribution tracking, and related analytics (like OEE – overall equipment

effectiveness in production).

Characteristics: These systems often need to interface with physical equipment and sensors

on one end (think IoT on the factory floor, or RFID scanners in warehouses) and high-level

planning systems on the other (ERP, forecasting tools). They must often operate with high

reliability (production canʼt stop due to an IT issue) and sometimes in real-time (process control

systems need immediate responses). Data volumes can be significant (IoT sensor data

streaming 24/7) and integration with legacy systems (like older manufacturing execution

systems or PLCs) is common. Regulatory requirements (FDA̓s cGMP, electronic batch records,

serialization for traceability) mean these systems also must maintain strict accuracy and provide

auditable records of production and distribution.

Tech Stack Tendencies:

Integration with ERP: Many pharma companies extend their ERP (like SAP) to cover a lot of

supply chain functionality. For example, SAP modules might handle production recipes,

inventory, etc. In modern stacks, companies often use SAPʼs modern interfaces (e.g.

OData services or SAP Cloud Platform) to integrate custom apps. If a custom manufacturing

app is needed (maybe a bespoke app for monitoring a specific process), it might be built in

a stack that can talk to SAP (which could be anything that can call web services or

intermediate databases). Alternatively, some opt to use MES platforms like Siemens

Opcenter or Rockwell, and build on top of those.

If truly building custom, back-end languages here might be Java or .NET again, due to many

legacy systems in manufacturing being on those (and engineers in this domain often familiar

with them). However, Node.js or Python can be found in IoT/edge components (Python

especially on Raspberry Pi or edge gateway type devices to gather data).
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Microservices and Streaming: Supply chain systems benefit from microservices to isolate functions

like “Order Processing”, “Inventory Management”, “Shipment Tracking”. Modern designs may use

event-driven architectures: e.g., when production of a batch is completed, an event is published to

a queue, and a microservice picks it up to update inventory and notify distribution to prepare

shipping. Tools like Kafka might be used for event streaming especially if ingesting IoT data or

telemetry from multiple sources. For instance, each packaging line might stream serialization events

(each bottle serialized) into a Kafka topic, and a consumer service aggregates that to update a

database for traceability. The Allergan case (though more on digital side) showed how they reworked

pipelines to smaller services for scalability caylent.com; similarly, supply chain processes can be

broken down to improve responsiveness and throughput.

Databases: SQL databases remain important for transactional data (inventory records, batch

records, etc.). But supply chain also generates lots of time-series data (machine readings,

environmental conditions during transport). For these, specialized stores or big data solutions are

used. E.g., a manufacturing analytics platform might use OSIsoft PI (very common in pharma plants)

to store time-series from equipment. Then a custom app might pull from PIʼs API to present

dashboards of manufacturing KPIs. Or push PI data to a cloud data lake for cross-plant analysis

aws.amazon.com aws.amazon.com. Also, data warehouses are crucial for supply chain analytics –

companies often consolidate supply chain data (orders, inventory levels, lead times, temperatures,

etc.) into a warehouse to run BI reports or feed ML models (like demand forecasting). These might be

implemented with tools like Snowflake or SAP BW or Azure Synapse depending on ecosystem.

Front-End: Users of these systems can be plant operators on factory floors (who may use rugged

tablets or HMIs), supply chain planners at corporate offices, or even external partners (like a 3PL –

third-party logistics provider – checking inventory via a portal). Thus, front-ends might include:

Web portals for planners: built with Angular/React providing dashboards (inventory levels,

production schedule status) and forms (e.g., to adjust a forecast or create an order). Theyʼll include

data visualizations for things like supply chain graphs or maps (e.g., using a library or an API like

Google Maps if tracking shipments).

Mobile apps or responsive design for warehouse staff: e.g., a React Native app scanning barcodes

in a warehouse that calls an API to update stock.

Operator interfaces in manufacturing: these sometimes remain specialized (like SCADA systems

with their own UI tech). But increasingly, web-based HMIs are possible, e.g., a React app on a

touchscreen on the line that shows the batch progress and any alarms, communicating with backend

services via WebSocket for real-time updates from machines.

Analytics dashboards: Using frameworks like Grafana or Power BI embedded in a web page to

monitor metrics.
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IoT and Edge: Modern supply chain includes IoT – sensors on equipment or shipments. Tech stack

includes IoT platforms: AWS IoT Core or Azure IoT Hub can ingest data from devices, then

Lambda/Azure Functions process it, store in time-series DB and alert if out-of-range. For example,

Bigfinite (a pharma IoT/analytics startup) uses AWS IoT and analytics to improve manufacturing,

which implies an architecture of edge device -> AWS IoT -> data lake -> analytics models

aws.amazon.com aws.amazon.com. If custom building, one might use a MQTT broker (like Eclipse

Mosquitto) and microservices to subscribe to topics for processing sensor data. Edge computing

might be employed for latency – e.g., an on-prem edge server runs a container that filters and

aggregates data, sending smaller meaningful chunks to cloud.

Case Study Insights:

Modernaʼs Digital Manufacturing: Moderna built a highly automated, cloud-integrated

manufacturing setup. They ran SAP S/4HANA on AWS to handle ERP functions for production and

GxP records aws.amazon.com. This means their core stack was an SAP on HANA (in-memory DB)

with AWS infrastructure. The interesting part is integration: they likely interfaced SAP with equipment

and their MES. Achieving GxP compliance on AWS shows that cloud infrastructure was validated and

secure, with AWS providing an IQ template for that aws.amazon.com.

Merckʼs Manufacturing Analytics: Merck combined big data tools to optimize vaccine yields, using

cloud Hadoop to integrate data from 16 sources (including process data) and found patterns that

improved yield informationweek.com informationweek.com. The tech stack for that analytics project

included Hadoop (so HDFS, MapReduce/Spark), a distributed relational DB earlier (they tried a

scalable relational DB, likely something like Greenplum or Netezza, before switching to Hadoop)

informationweek.com. This highlights how manufacturing data analysis leans on big data tech to

crunch large historical datasets for insights.

Sanofiʼs Supply Chain Automation: Sanofiʼs Azure case indicated heavy automation and hybrid

cloud usage for agility intuitionlabs.ai. They presumably containerized some apps or used Azure

PaaS to deploy quickly new analytics workspaces for supply chain analysis, emphasizing

infrastructure as code and repeatability. That suggests use of Azure services like Azure DevOps +

ARM/Bicep for infra, and possibly Azure Services like IoT Hub for connecting manufacturing devices

(this last piece is speculation, but Azure has a strong IoT suite that pharma uses as alternative to

AWS IoT).

Summary: Supply chain and manufacturing tech stacks are integration-heavy and reliability-

focused. They often combine on-prem components (factories still have local servers or

appliances for immediate control needs) with cloud components (for aggregate analytics and

planning). The trend is toward using IoT/Edge computing, microservices, and big data

analytics to optimize what used to be the realm of monolithic MES and ERP systems. One has to

manage legacy integration (e.g., wrapping an old OPC data feed with a modern API) while

introducing new tech (like a containerized microservice that uses ML to predict equipment

failure from sensor data).

From a programming perspective, these systems see a mix: some low-level (C/C++ for PLC

integration maybe), but at the custom app level itʼs mostly high-level languages (Java, C#,

Python, Node) that can connect everything.

IntuitionLabs - Custom AI Software Development
from the leading AI expert Adrien Laurent Modern Technology Stacks in Pharmaceutical Software Development

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai - North America's Leading AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech. All rights reserved. Page 32 of 47

https://aws.amazon.com/health/biopharma/manufacturing/#:~:text=Case%20studies
https://aws.amazon.com/health/biopharma/manufacturing/#:~:text=
https://aws.amazon.com/health/biopharma/manufacturing/#:~:text=
https://aws.amazon.com/health/biopharma/manufacturing/#:~:text=Quick%20Start%20is%20available%20which,validation%20of%20SAP%20on%20AWS
https://www.informationweek.com/it-sectors/merck-optimizes-manufacturing-with-big-data-analytics#:~:text=match%20at%20L367%20By%20early,they%20decided%20to%20change%20course
https://www.informationweek.com/it-sectors/merck-optimizes-manufacturing-with-big-data-analytics#:~:text=comparisons%2C%20Merck%20discovered%20that%20certain,performance%20traits%20are%20very%20important
https://www.informationweek.com/it-sectors/merck-optimizes-manufacturing-with-big-data-analytics#:~:text=match%20at%20L367%20By%20early,they%20decided%20to%20change%20course
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/microsoft-azure-in-pharma-industry#:~:text=essential%20for%20managing%20complex%20Azure,91%20Sanofi%20gains
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=modern-technology-stacks-in-pharmaceutical-software-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=modern-technology-stacks-in-pharmaceutical-software-development.pdf


One particular challenge is real-time and determinism – if a system is directly controlling

equipment or needs to respond extremely fast for safety, often thatʼs kept within specialized

control systems, not given to a general IT stack. The custom IT stack more often monitors and

records (with slight delay acceptable) rather than directly controls critical real-time operations.

This comparative analysis illustrates that while the underlying technologies (web frameworks,

databases, etc.) may be similar across use cases, their usage and the auxiliary tools differ

according to the specific needs: R&D cares about flexible data and compute, clinical cares about

process and compliance, labs care about instrument integration and data integrity, and

manufacturing/supply chain cares about real-time data, IoT, and integration with physical

processes. Each area thus emphasizes different parts of the tech stack and uses some unique

components to meet its particular challenges.

Case Studies: Tech Stacks in Action

To ground these concepts, here are notable case studies from leading pharmaceutical

companies and specialist software providers, highlighting how they assembled modern tech

stacks to meet their needs:

Allergan/AbbVie – Cloud Microservices and DevOps Transformation

Context: Allergan Data Labs (the tech arm of Allergan Aesthetics, now part of AbbVie) set out to

build a new digital platform for their medical aesthetics business. This platform (supporting

things like customer loyalty programs, gift cards, etc.) faced spiky traffic – for example, a

promotion on “National Botox Day” led to a surge that strained their monolithic system

caylent.com caylent.com. They needed better scalability and reliability.

Solution & Stack: Allergan collaborated with AWS Partner Caylent to modernize the

infrastructure with microservices and DevOps on AWS. They moved from a monolithic app to

a microservices architecture deployed on Amazon EKS (Kubernetes) and AWS Lambda:

The team containerized the application, breaking it into smaller services that could be independently

deployed and scaled caylent.com. For instance, separate microservices handled payment

processing, user management, etc., instead of one large codebase.

They adopted AWS Lambda for certain functions to leverage serverless scalability caylent.com. Prior

to Caylentʼs involvement, Allergan had already started using a serverless approach, and Caylent

helped integrate this with a new Kubernetes-based microservices layer caylent.com.

CI/CD pipelines were implemented so that deployments, which previously took hours, could be done

in minutes caylent.com. They moved to a fully automated deployment methodology, eliminating

manual steps and enabling frequent releases.
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The architecture became event-driven and resilient – for example, using AWS queuing and scaling to

handle bursts of traffic without crashing. Scaling costs were reduced by ~60% through this

optimized use of serverless and containerization caylent.com caylent.com.

On the front-end, although not explicitly detailed, one can surmise a web/mobile front-end

interfaced with these APIs. Possibly built with React or Angular given common practice (the case

study focuses on back-end).

Security & Compliance: They improved security by using a CDN with access restrictions and

enabling AWS Shield Advanced for DDoS protection caylent.com. They also used Veracode to scan

for vulnerabilities in the infrastructure code, showing DevSecOps integration caylent.com.

Observability was enhanced via AWS CloudWatch, X-Ray, and Datadog for monitoring and tracing

across the microservices caylent.com.

The team was trained in DevOps best practices (Infrastructure as Code with AWS Control Tower and

custom VPC setup, etc.) so they could maintain the platform independently, avoiding vendor lock-in

caylent.com caylent.com.

Result: The new stack gave Allergan seamless scaling and much improved reliability

caylent.com. When high traffic events occurred, the system scaled automatically and stayed up.

Deployment of new features became far quicker (minutes, not hours) caylent.com. This case

shows a pharma division using a very modern cloud-native stack – Kubernetes, serverless,

CI/CD, automated security – to deliver an enterprise-grade solution. Itʼs a blueprint for how even

regulated companies can embrace microservices and DevOps. (Itʼs implied that since this was a

consumer-facing app, strict GxP validation might not apply as it would for a system impacting

product quality, but security and reliability were still paramount.)

Novartis – AI-Powered Drug Discovery on Azure

Context: Novartis, one of the worldʼs largest pharmas, has been investing in data science to

accelerate drug discovery. They partnered with Microsoft to build out an AI and data analytics

platform on Azure that could leverage Novartisʼ massive troves of research data (from chemical

libraries to biological assay results accumulated over decades) intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

The goal was to use AI to find patterns and suggest new drug candidates much faster than

traditional lab work.

Solution & Stack: The collaboration led to the establishment of the “Novartis AI Innovation Lab”

using Azureʼs cloud services for data and AI:

Data Hub: Novartis created an enterprise data lake on Azure that unified research data from various

silos. They used Azure services like Azure Data Lake Storage and Azure Synapse Analytics to

store and then query huge datasets (chemistry, in vitro studies, -omics data, etc.) intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. By doing so, scientists and AI models could access a 360° view of experimental

results and knowledge.
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AI/ML Platform: They leveraged Azure Machine Learning and Azureʼs scalable compute (including

GPU clusters) to develop and train machine learning models intuitionlabs.ai. One described scenario

was using NLP (Natural Language Processing) to read through decades of lab reports and scientific

publications (previously in PDFs or free-text) to extract insights intuitionlabs.ai. Azureʼs AI

capabilities, including collaboration with Microsoft Research, were used to model protein-ligand

interactions with deep learning intuitionlabs.ai. The stack likely involved Python-based ML

frameworks and possibly Azureʼs managed ML pipelines.

High-Performance Computing: For simulations and large computations, Azureʼs HPC offerings

(e.g., Azure Batch, GPU VM instances) were employed intuitionlabs.ai. The mention of “quantum-

inspired computing” suggests exploring cutting-edge algorithms via Azureʼs quantum services to

solve complex chemistry problems faster intuitionlabs.ai.

Microservices & Deployment: As models were developed, they needed to be deployed and

integrated. Azure Kubernetes Service (AKS) was used to deploy AI model services that could be

accessed across the company intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. For example, a model that predicts

successful drug formulations might be packaged as a Docker container and served via AKS so any

researcher can query it. AKS also ensured scaling so hundreds of scientists can hit the model API

simultaneously, and it kept dev/prod parity for compliance when needed intuitionlabs.ai.

Data Interoperability: Novartis integrated various data standards. Itʼs noted they used FHIR for

patient/EHR data in some RWE studies intuitionlabs.ai. They also likely used cheminformatics

standards for chemical data. This standardization was crucial for connecting disparate data types.

Results: Using this Azure-based stack, Novartis could run 10,000 virtual experiments in parallel,

focusing lab work only on the most promising candidates intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. One

outcome was that analysis processes that took weeks or months were reduced to hours

intuitionlabs.ai. They reported dramatic acceleration in identifying new molecules by letting AI

models sift through data and propose hypotheses, which scientists could then validate in the lab.

This case highlights how a big pharma integrated cloud HPC, big data, and AI into its R&D

stack. By working within Azureʼs ecosystem (which provided compliance support, security, and

global infrastructure), they could safely handle sensitive research data and IP. It demonstrates

the future of drug discovery stacks: heavy use of cloud-scale computing and ML, requiring a

stack that spans data engineering (for the lakes/warehouses), model development (Python ML

frameworks, possibly notebook environments), and deployment (Kubernetes for serving models,

or even serverless for certain tasks).

Moderna – Cloud-Native Manufacturing and ERP

Context: Moderna, known for its mRNA technologies, scaled up manufacturing rapidly during

the COVID-19 pandemic. Being a relatively new company, Moderna embraced a digital-first

approach. They needed to implement manufacturing and supply chain systems capable of

supporting vaccine production at global scale on a very fast timeline, while meeting GxP

regulations.
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Solution & Stack: Moderna leveraged cloud infrastructure (AWS) to host its core enterprise

and manufacturing systems:

They ran their SAP S/4HANA ERP on AWS to manage manufacturing operations in a GxP-compliant

manner aws.amazon.com. SAP S/4HANA, an in-memory ERP, was the backbone for production

planning, materials management, and other ERP functions. AWS was chosen to provide the

infrastructure agility – being able to scale up compute and storage as needed, without waiting for

on-prem hardware, was key given the urgency of vaccine production.

AWS and partners provided validated architecture for this: e.g., AWS Quick Starts to set up SAP

HANA and an AWS GxP Qualification Kit to document the infrastructure qualification

aws.amazon.com aws.amazon.com. This ensured Modernaʼs use of cloud for a regulated system

passed compliance muster. AWS emphasizes that migrating SAP to AWS can actually accelerate

adopting new compliance modules and scaling when needed aws.amazon.com.

On the manufacturing execution side, Modernaʼs facility was known to be highly automated, using

advanced robotics and IoT. While specifics arenʼt public, they likely integrated IoT sensor data from

production lines into their digital platform. Possibly using AWS IoT and data lake solutions (AWS has

referenced Moderna in contexts of IoT and analytics for manufacturing).

The architecture was hybrid to some extent: production lines have local control systems, but

higher-level data was aggregated in the AWS cloud for analysis and coordination. For instance, data

from factory equipment might be buffered locally and then sent to AWS for aggregation and long-

term storage.

Analytics & AI: With everything digitized, Moderna could apply analytics to optimize production.

Running SAP on HANA gave real-time ERP data, and combining that with process data in AWS likely

allowed digital twin modeling and predictive analytics (like predictive maintenance on equipment).

Modernaʼs forward-looking IT indicates they probably employed some AWS analytics services (like

AWS IoT Analytics or SageMaker for modeling production yield).

Outcome: Modernaʼs cloud stack allowed them to go from a standing start to producing millions of

vaccine doses in record time. The flexibility to quickly adjust production plans (via SAP in cloud) and

to ensure quality (digital batch records, data for every dose) was a huge advantage. It shows that

even traditionally conservative manufacturing IT can be cloud-native when built from scratch –

Moderna had no legacy systems to hold them back, so they implemented state-of-the-art digital

manufacturing IT.

This case underscores that enterprise software (like ERP) can successfully run in the cloud

with the right compliance controls, and doing so yields agility. It also highlights the integration of

manufacturing with cloud IoT/analytics to achieve a “smart factory” in pharma. Many older

pharma companies are now trying to replicate this approach (though they must migrate legacy

systems).

Veeva Systems – Life Sciences Cloud Platform as a Service
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Context: Veeva is a leading software vendor for life sciences, providing solutions for CRM,

clinical, quality, regulatory, etc. Itʼs not a pharma company but a software partner to pharma. Its

products, such as Veeva Vault, illustrate a modern tech stack designed specifically for pharmaʼs

stringent requirements. Veeva decided to build its own cloud platform (Vault) to serve as the

foundation for many applications (e.g., eTMF, QMS, RIM, etc.), rather than rely on generic

platforms.

Solution & Stack: Veeva Vault Platform is a multi-tenant cloud architecture built from scratch

for life sciences compliance:

Itʼs a proprietary platform written largely in Java and run on Veevaʼs managed infrastructure

(originally on Salesforceʼs platform for CRM, but Vault is separate and now also moving off

Salesforce entirely) veeva.com upp-technology.com. The core is a multi-tenant environment where

all customers run on the same codebase but with segregated data, and extensive configurability.

Multi-tenant SaaS: All customers operate on one global cloud platform version, with 3 major

releases a year applied to all intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. This is done in a way that preserves

validation – Veeva provides IQ/OQ for each release to customers intuitionlabs.ai. This shows a

strategy of continuous delivery in a regulated context by pushing validation burden to the vendor

side and giving customers a validated state out-of-the-box.

Configurability (Metadata-Driven): Vaultʼs data model is defined by metadata (“Vault Objects”

analogous to tables) which can be configured per customer without coding intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai. This is enabled by a metadata-driven architecture and a layer of abstraction. Itʼs

similar to Salesforceʼs approach of providing a platform where objects and fields are defined via

metadata, enabling each org to have a custom schema and processes while the underlying code is

generic.

Unified Data & Content: The platform was built to manage both documents and structured data in

one database, rather than separate systems intuitionlabs.ai. This allows linking, say, a PDF of a

regulatory submission with a structured record of the submission metadata in one system, providing

traceability across data types intuitionlabs.ai.

Compliance features baked in: Vault includes comprehensive audit trails on all objects, 21 CFR

Part 11-compliant e-signatures, and controlled deployment of configuration changes

intuitionlabs.ai. It provides these generically, so any application built on Vault automatically has them.

For example, if a customer adds a new field “Yield” to a batch object, that fieldʼs changes will be

audit trailed just like standard fields because the platform handles it.

Security & Hosting: Vault is offered as a fully managed cloud (hosted on Veevaʼs data centers or

possibly on public cloud behind the scenes). Itʼs accessible via web browser (with a mix of classic

web UI and more recent single-page app elements). They mention global data centers with

certifications like ISO 27001 intuitionlabs.ai. Access is through web and mobile (for some apps like

CRM, they have mobile clients). Being multi-tenant, they emphasize efficient resource use and

scalability by sharing infrastructure across clients but logically isolating data intuitionlabs.ai

intuitionlabs.ai.
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Modules built on Vault: On this platform, Veeva has built specific applications: Vault eTMF for

documents, Vault QMS for quality processes, Vault CTMS, Vault EDC, etc. Each of these is essentially

a configuration of the Vault platform with specific objects, workflows, and UIs for that domain

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. For instance, Vault Quality has objects like Deviations, CAPAs with

certain workflows, whereas Vault Clinical has objects like Study, Subject, Casebook, etc. They all

leverage the same platform services (document management, workflow engine, etc.).

Integration & Extensibility: Vault provides REST APIs and even allows custom code in a sandboxed

way (thereʼs a concept of “Vault Java SDK” for writing extensions that run on the platform). This

allows integration with external systems or customization beyond what configuration can do, but still

controlled.

Significance: Veevaʼs stack is a showcase of how to design a platform that meets pharma

needs out-of-the-box. Pharma companies using Vault get a ready-made cloud stack without

worrying about infrastructure or compliance overhead – Veeva handles updates, validation

artifacts, security. This model has been extremely successful in pharma (many companies

replaced legacy on-prem apps with Veeva Vault modules).

From a tech perspective, Vault demonstrates:

True multi-tenancy with continuous delivery is possible in pharma if you embed compliance in the

platform and standardize validation across clients intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai.

A metadata-driven and microservices-like architecture (though Vault might be more monolithic

internally with modular components) that can be configured to serve multiple use cases – which is

efficient as many processes share common needs (document workflows, etc.) qualio.com.

Emphasis on integration rather than siloed systems: Vault can connect regulatory, clinical, quality

data so that, say, a change in manufacturing (captured in QMS) can automatically update a

regulatory dossier record intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. This aligns with the industry trend to break

silos.

While Veeva is a vendor example, itʼs relevant as many pharma companies either adopt such

platforms or attempt to emulate aspects of them when building internal systems. Itʼs an example

of a modern SaaS tech stack specifically tailored for pharma, versus adapting generic tech

to pharma.

Each of these case studies – Allergan, Novartis, Moderna, Veeva – highlights a different angle

(digital health/CRM, R&D AI, manufacturing, and industry-specific SaaS) but all share common

themes of cloud use, microservices or modular architecture, automation, and compliance by

design. They serve as real-world validation that the trends and technologies discussed earlier

are not just theoretical in pharma – they are being actively implemented with significant benefits.
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Challenges in Implementing Modern Tech Stacks in

Pharma

Adopting the latest technology stacks in pharmaceutical environments is not without its

difficulties. Some of the common challenges include:

Integrating with Legacy Systems: Pharma companies often have decades-old legacy systems (lab

equipment software, mainframe-based inventory systems, old Oracle forms apps, etc.) that cannot

be replaced overnight. Bringing modern tech into the mix requires bridging old and new. For

example, a new microservices-based cloud app might need to pull data from a 20-year-old LIMS or a

flat-file data logger. Wrappers and interfaces must be built, and data migration can be complex.

Many organizations take a gradual modernization approach: using middleware or APIs to expose

legacy functionality to new systems, or containerizing portions of legacy apps to run on modern

infrastructure intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. Hybrid cloud solutions (like running Azure Stack on-

prem or using AWS Outposts) can help host new services close to legacy data stores intuitionlabs.ai.

Nonetheless, achieving seamless data flow between an old system and new platform can be tedious

and prone to glitches, and often requires deep knowledge of the legacy system (which might be

scarce if original developers left). Example: A company might have a powerful new data lake, but if

clinical data is locked in an old EDC that doesnʼt easily export data, they have to build custom ETL

pipelines or even manually extract data, which slows progress.

Data Governance and Quality: As pharma moves to data lakes and integrated systems, ensuring

data integrity and governance is a huge challenge. Siloed systems each had their own data

definitions; when consolidating, inconsistencies arise (one system might label a trial by number,

another by name; one captures weight in kg, another in lbs). Establishing master data management

and common ontologies is non-trivial. Additionally, controlling access to data becomes more difficult

when itʼs pooled. Companies must implement robust governance: cataloging data sources, defining

data owners, and using tools to monitor data lineage intuitionlabs.ai. Pharma also has to navigate

privacy laws (HIPAA, GDPR) when integrating data, especially if R&D, clinical, and commercial data

get linked. Masking or de-identifying personal data and ensuring itʼs only used with proper consent

and approvals is critical. Another governance aspect is version control of data – in regulated

environments, you need to know which version of data or which dataset was used to make a decision

or submission. When data is streaming in from various sources into a lake, tracking that lineage and

freezing snapshots for regulatory submission is challenging without proper processes and tools. In

summary, the more powerful and centralized the data stack, the more careful one must be to

maintain “one version of the truth” and avoid garbage-in, garbage-out issues that could mislead

analyses or violate compliance.
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Regulatory Compliance and Validation Overhead: Perhaps the most distinctive challenge in

pharma IT: any system impacting product quality, patient safety, or data used in regulatory decisions

typically requires validation (IQ/OQ/PQ – Installation/Operational/Performance Qualification) and

compliance with regulations like FDA 21 CFR Part 11 (for electronic records) or EU Annex 11. This can

clash with modern development practices. For example, continuous deployment (frequent releases)

is difficult if each release needs formal re-validation. Companies have to adopt new validation

approaches, like risk-based CSV (Computer System Validation) or the FDAʼs newer CSA

(Computer Software Assurance) guidance, which encourages focusing on critical aspects and

leveraging automated testing qualio.com. Still, achieving agility under regulatory scrutiny is hard.

Documentation needs (SOPs, validation plans, trace matrices) can slow down projects and dissuade

teams from updating systems frequently – leading to a cultural resistance (“if itʼs validated and

working, donʼt change it!”). Cloud services add another layer: regulators expect companies to qualify

their vendors and ensure things like data segregation in multi-tenant clouds, audit trails, etc., are all

in place. Working with cloud providers requires careful vendor audits and understanding shared

responsibility for compliance. Moreover, some regulators may be unfamiliar with, say,

containerization or infrastructure-as-code, so companies must be ready to explain how those still

meet regulatory requirements (often by mapping new concepts to old ones in validation documents).

In short, regulatory compliance can slow adoption of new tech and requires companies to be creative

in demonstrating that modern tools do indeed produce valid, trustworthy results.

Legacy Mindset and Organizational Inertia: Beyond technical legacy, thereʼs human and process

legacy. Pharma is traditionally conservative – understandably, since errors can have serious

consequences. This can lead to cultural resistance to change (“Weʼve always done it this way”).

Convincing stakeholders to adopt DevOps or agile methods, for instance, may face pushback from

QA or IT leadership who fear loss of control or compliance issues. Breaking silos (R&D vs IT vs

manufacturing IT, etc.) is as much a people challenge as a tech challenge. Implementing cross-

functional product teams or DevOps in a regulated space may require roles to shift and some

departments (like QA/Compliance) to update their skill sets (e.g., learning to review automated

testing evidence instead of manual test scripts). Training and change management thus are big parts

of any tech transformation in pharma. If not handled, people might underutilize or even actively

circumvent new systems (e.g., scientists sticking to local Excel files instead of using a new data

platform because itʼs unfamiliar or they donʼt trust it).

Scalability and Performance Issues: Modern stacks can certainly scale, but pharma has some

particular scenarios that are challenging. For instance, genomics data or high-content screening

imaging can involve petabytes of data – a new data platform might struggle with that volume if not

architected right (e.g., needing to incorporate distributed storage, cloud bursting for compute). Real-

time analytics in manufacturing is another – ensuring that collecting thousands of sensor readings

per second doesnʼt swamp the network or the processing pipeline. Designing a system that can

ingest, process, and display critical data in real-time requires careful performance engineering. If a

company naively applies a standard web app architecture to an IoT stream, they might run into

latency or throughput issues. Also, global systems (like a global CTMS or supply chain system) must

handle many concurrent users and locations; network latency and offline capability become issues

(remote trial sites might have poor internet, so your fancy cloud app might frustrate users there

unless you provide offline sync or low-bandwidth modes). Ensuring scalability often means extra

investment in architecture (auto-scaling clusters, load testing, perhaps choosing languages like Go

or Rust for the hottest services, etc.), which some organizations underestimate.
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Security Concerns: With highly sensitive data and increased connectivity (opening systems to the

web or cloud), security is a constant challenge. Pharma companies face targeted cyberattacks (e.g.,

to steal IP for drug formulas or clinical data). Moving to cloud and mobile expands the attack surface.

Ensuring every component of a new stack is secure – containers free of vulnerabilities, APIs properly

authenticated and not exposing data, encryption keys managed, etc. – is complex and any misstep

could be disastrous. We see many companies be very cautious: e.g., some pharma IT restrict cloud

usage to virtual private clouds with no public endpoints, or they limit data that goes to cloud to avoid

exposure. Balancing the benefits of modern connectivity with stringent security is a fine line. Tools

and automation can help (infrastructure as code can incorporate security checks, as one

IntuitionLabs note suggested about automatically flagging if a cloud storage bucket is unencrypted

or public) intuitionlabs.ai. But still, the risk of breaches can slow down cloud adoption or IoT (imagine

an IoT device on a plant floor being an entry point for hackers – it has happened in other industries).

Cost and ROI Considerations: Modernizing tech can be expensive in the short term. Cloud costs

can escalate if not managed (especially with big data and always-on services). Thereʼs often internal

competition for funding between IT projects and core R&D projects – management needs to see

clear ROI. It can be challenging to quantify the ROI of, say, implementing a data lake or DevOps

transformation. If one canʼt clearly demonstrate value (e.g., faster clinical trial enrollment due to a

new system, or reduced batch release time due to better manufacturing analytics), funding may be

cut. This means projects must have strong business alignment and sometimes phased deliveries to

show progress and value quickly. Running modern stacks also demands new skills (DevOps

engineers, data scientists, etc.) which might mean hiring or training expenses.

In summary, pharma IT leaders must navigate a mix of technical, regulatory, and cultural

challenges to implement modern stacks. Strategies to overcome these include strong cross-

functional governance (bringing IT, QA, business together), investing in training, choosing pilot

projects wisely (to demonstrate success on a small scale, then scale up), and working closely

with regulators (many companies engage FDA or other agencies in dialogue when implementing

novel tech, to ensure they are comfortable with compliance approaches).

Notably, regulators themselves are encouraging modernization now – FDA̓s CSA draft, for

example, encourages the use of automated testing and modern tools for validation. This

supportive stance, plus pressure from industry competition (nobody wants to be the slow paper-

based company when rivals are AI-driven), is helping overcome some inertia. Nonetheless, the

transition must be managed carefully to avoid compliance missteps or operational disruptions.

Future Outlook

Looking ahead, the pharmaceutical industryʼs technology landscape will continue evolving

rapidly. Several key trends are poised to shape the next generation of pharma software and data

management:
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Pervasive AI and Machine Learning: AI will become even more deeply integrated in pharma

operations beyond the current pockets of use. In drug discovery, AI-driven design (generative

models that propose new molecules, AI for protein folding as seen with DeepMindʼs AlphaFold) will

be mainstream tools for scientists. This means future software platforms will embed AI suggestions

directly into workflows – e.g., an ELN might suggest optimal experiment conditions based on past

data, or a clinical trial system might use ML to predict enrollment drop-off and prompt intervention in

real-time. Generative AI (GPT-style) will likely assist in writing and summarizing documents – for

instance, drafting clinical study reports or even responding to regulatory queries by synthesizing

data qualio.com qualio.com. Companies like Syneos Health have already shown a 10% reduction in

trial site activation time using Azure OpenAI Service to help with trial document preparation

intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. AI will also power predictive analytics across supply chains,

forecasting drug demand and detecting potential shortages or quality issues before they happen

qualio.com. This future state implies tech stacks must accommodate AI: incorporating ML pipelines,

GPU acceleration, and perhaps specialized AI chips. Theyʼll also need to handle AI governance –

ensuring models are validated and bias-free, and providing traceability of AI decisions (an emerging

regulatory expectation). Weʼll see more use of AutoML and ML Ops in pharma – automated model

tuning and continuous learning, especially as real-world data flows in from patients or devices. AI

could even help with compliance: imagine intelligent systems monitoring all data changes and

flagging compliance risks (sort of an AI auditor). Overall, AIʼs role will expand from assisting in R&D

to touching every part of the value chain, effectively making pharma companies partly “AI

companies.” The tech stack will need to seamlessly blend transactional systems with analytical AI

engines.

Low-Code/No-Code Platforms and Citizen Development: To speed up solution delivery and

empower non-engineers, pharma will increasingly adopt low-code/no-code tools. Business users or

scientists, who might not be proficient in coding, will use platforms like Microsoft Power Platform,

Mendix, Outsystems, or others to create apps and workflows. For example, a clinical operations

manager might use a no-code tool to build a simple app for site staff to upload documents, without

involving ITʼs lengthy development cycle. We already see examples: Biogen utilized Microsoft Power

Apps and Power Automate to streamline various internal processes (from HR to scientific workflows)

quickly without heavy coding intuitionlabs.ai intuitionlabs.ai. In the future, these citizen-developed

apps can fill gaps rapidly – like a team creating a side application to visualize a specific dataset or to

manage a small-scale process unique to their project. Of course, governance must accompany this

to ensure data security and compliance in apps created by end-users. But expect pharma IT

departments to establish “guardrails” rather than do all development themselves. Low-code

platforms themselves will become more capable – integrating AI (e.g., Microsoftʼs integration of

GPT-4 into Power Apps to allow natural language app design). This could significantly reduce

backlog for IT and allow business units to innovate faster. It might also help alleviate the shortage of

skilled developers by offloading simpler development tasks to power users.
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Enhanced Data Interoperability and Standards Adoption: As collaboration and data-sharing

become more crucial (especially highlighted by the pandemic), pharma will push for better data

interoperability. We expect broader adoption of data standards like FHIR (Fast Healthcare

Interoperability Resources) for clinical and real-world data exchange, Allotrope standards for lab

data, and HL7 and CDISC standards to harmonize clinical trial data. Interoperability is key to

integrating data from different sources – e.g., patient EHR data, clinical trial data, and registry data

all in one analysis. The tech stack will thus incorporate APIs that speak in standardized formats (FHIR

APIs for patient data ingestion, etc.). Regulatory agencies are also encouraging standard formats

(FDAʼs requirement for SEND, SDTM datasets, etc.), so systems will be built to natively collect data in

those structures, reducing the need for later conversion. Moreover, the vision of digital health and

telemedicine ties in: pharma may collect data directly from patients via wearable devices or apps

(as part of trials or treatment). Here, interoperability with consumer tech and healthcare systems is

vital – stacks might use standard protocols like Bluetooth health device profiles, and feed data

through FHIR or open APIs to trial databases. Additionally, within companies, interoperability means

breaking down silos – future platforms will be more “all-in-one” or at least seamlessly integrated, so

that the artificial boundaries between, say, a regulatory system and a manufacturing system fade. We

already see products merging categories (e.g., modern QMS software overlapping with supply chain

management) qualio.com. In the future, perhaps a single integrated “pharma cloud” handles

everything from discovery data to distribution, or different modules that are so well integrated it feels

like one system.

Digital Transformation and Process Automation: The drive for efficiency and error reduction will

lead to more process automation (RPA) and digitization of any remaining manual steps. We might

see robots (software bots) automating routine tasks like data entry between systems that arenʼt yet

integrated, or ensuring compliance checks are automatically done (for instance, an RPA bot could

verify that all required documents are present in a trial master file periodically, something a person

used to do). Blockchain or other distributed ledger tech might find a solid use-case in pharma

supply chain for track-and-trace and anti-counterfeiting (several pilots have been done, and as

regulatory traceability mandates increase, an immutable ledger of product provenance might

become standard). While blockchain hype has tempered, a practical implementation in ensuring drug

integrity through the supply chain is plausible in the near future as the tech matures. Another

transformation aspect is smart devices and IoT continuing to proliferate – smart packaging that

reports condition (temperature, etc.), digital pills (with sensors that confirm ingestion), etc., will

produce data that flows into pharma data platforms. Tech stacks will incorporate edge computing

and IoT data management for these.

Quantum Computing and Advanced Computing Techniques: Looking further out, quantum

computing might significantly impact pharma, particularly in molecular modeling and cryptography

for data security. Companies like 1910 Genetics (from the Azure case) are already exploring

“quantum-inspired” algorithms for drug design intuitionlabs.ai. When practical quantum computers

become available, pharma will adapt by integrating those via cloud (Azure and others are already

offering quantum computing access). This could enable solving complex calculations (like protein

folding or reaction simulations) much faster. The tech stack would then extend to include calls to

quantum services, and developers may need to learn new programming paradigms (quantum

algorithms, etc.). Itʼs speculative, but leading pharmas and biotech are certainly monitoring this.
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Continuous Compliance and Validation via Tech: In the future, compliance processes themselves

will leverage tech to keep up with rapid development. We might see continuous validation where

systems are constantly monitored for adherence to requirements. For instance, a combination of

automated tests, monitoring, and AI anomaly detection could provide evidence that a system remains

in a validated state even as it is updated frequently, thereby satisfying regulators without huge

paperwork each time. FDA is likely to demand more digital evidence of compliance (like audit trails,

system logs) in lieu of or in addition to static documents. So the stack may include compliance

dashboards, automated documentation generation, and even blockchain for compliance evidence

(ensuring records of testing and deployment are tamper-proof).

In conclusion, the pharmaceutical industry is on a trajectory of becoming highly data-driven

and software-centric. The tech stacks will become more intelligent (AI-infused), more user-

friendly (low-code, better UX), more connected (interoperable data and integrated

platforms), and yet remain secure and compliant by design. The companies that thrive will be

those that harness these trends effectively – leveraging AI to speed discovery and decision-

making, empowering their employees to innovate with easy-to-use tech, collaborating across the

healthcare ecosystem via shared data standards, and embracing continuous digital

transformation as a core part of their strategy.

The journey is ongoing – as one article noted, pharma companies in 2025 and beyond “simply

cannot afford to stick with legacy, analog ways of working”, and the ones that energetically

invest in modern software and systems will gain a competitive edge qualio.com qualio.com. The

blend of advanced technology with pharmaʼs mission of improving health makes this a

particularly exciting (and crucial) space to watch in the coming years.
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IntuitionLabs - Industry Leadership & Services

North America's #1 AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech: IntuitionLabs

leads the US market in custom AI software development and pharma implementations with proven

results across public biotech and pharmaceutical companies.

Elite Client Portfolio: Trusted by NASDAQ-listed pharmaceutical companies including Scilex

Holding Company (SCLX) and leading CROs across North America.

Regulatory Excellence: Only US AI consultancy with comprehensive FDA, EMA, and 21 CFR Part 11

compliance expertise for pharmaceutical drug development and commercialization.

Founder Excellence: Led by Adrien Laurent, San Francisco Bay Area-based AI expert with 20+ years

in software development, multiple successful exits, and patent holder. Recognized as one of the top

AI experts in the USA.

Custom AI Software Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical AI applications, custom CRMs,

chatbots, and ERP systems with advanced analytics and regulatory compliance capabilities.

Private AI Infrastructure: Secure air-gapped AI deployments, on-premise LLM hosting, and private

cloud AI infrastructure for pharmaceutical companies requiring data isolation and compliance.

Document Processing Systems: Advanced PDF parsing, unstructured to structured data

conversion, automated document analysis, and intelligent data extraction from clinical and regulatory

documents.

Custom CRM Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical CRM solutions, Veeva integrations, and

custom field force applications with advanced analytics and reporting capabilities.

AI Chatbot Development: Create intelligent medical information chatbots, GenAI sales assistants,

and automated customer service solutions for pharma companies.

Custom ERP Development: Design and develop pharmaceutical-specific ERP systems, inventory

management solutions, and regulatory compliance platforms.

Big Data & Analytics: Large-scale data processing, predictive modeling, clinical trial analytics, and

real-time pharmaceutical market intelligence systems.

Dashboard & Visualization: Interactive business intelligence dashboards, real-time KPI monitoring,

and custom data visualization solutions for pharmaceutical insights.

AI Consulting & Training: Comprehensive AI strategy development, team training programs, and

implementation guidance for pharmaceutical organizations adopting AI technologies.

Contact founder Adrien Laurent and team at https://intuitionlabs.ai/contact for a consultation.
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is provided for educational and informational purposes only.

We make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness,

accuracy, reliability, suitability, or availability of the information contained herein.

Any reliance you place on such information is strictly at your own risk. In no event will IntuitionLabs.ai or

its representatives be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential

loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from the use of information presented in this

document.

This document may contain content generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence technologies.

AI-generated content may contain errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. Readers are advised to

independently verify any critical information before acting upon it.

All product names, logos, brands, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned in this document are

the property of their respective owners. All company, product, and service names used in this document

are for identification purposes only. Use of these names, logos, trademarks, and brands does not imply

endorsement by the respective trademark holders.

IntuitionLabs.ai is North America's leading AI software development firm specializing exclusively in

pharmaceutical and biotech companies. As the premier US-based AI software development company for

drug development and commercialization, we deliver cutting-edge custom AI applications, private LLM

infrastructure, document processing systems, custom CRM/ERP development, and regulatory compliance

software. Founded in 2023 by Adrien Laurent, a top AI expert and multiple-exit founder with 20 years of

software development experience and patent holder, based in the San Francisco Bay Area.

This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your

business needs, please consult with appropriate qualified professionals.

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.
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