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Executive Summary
The Greater Los Angeles region (including Los Angeles County and surrounding areas) has rapidly emerged as a

major hub in the U.S. biotechnology and life sciences industry. Once known primarily for entertainment, Los

Angeles today hosts a thriving biotechnology ecosystem powered by world-class research universities

(Caltech, UCLA, USC), major nonprofit research centers (City of Hope, Cedars-Sinai), and a growing cadre of

startups and established biotech firms. According to a recent industry analysis, Los Angeles County is home to

approximately 2,890 life sciences establishments employing well over 190,000 people (www.labiotech.eu).

The sector’s economic contribution is substantial: one report estimates the Greater Los Angeles life sciences

industry produced about $60.2 billion in output and attracted $1.51 billion in NIH/NSF research funding in 2024

([1] www.linkedin.com). Employment in LA-area biotech has more than doubled compared to the mid-2010s

(Texas-based biosciences data show Los Angeles had ~46,000 direct life-sciences jobs in 2016 ([2]

labusinessjournal.com)), bolstered by an 11% year-over-year growth in research and laboratory services jobs

reported in 2018 ([3] www.biospace.com).

This report provides an exhaustive survey of the Los Angeles-area biotech sector, including historical context,

major companies, research institutions, incubators, funding and infrastructure, and future prospects. We

compile lists of key companies and incubation hubs, summarize statistical trends, and analyze developments

from multiple perspectives (economic, scientific, investment, and policy). We also include case studies of

notable initiatives (e.g. Amgen’s Thousand Oaks campus expansion, UCLA’s new Research Park) to illustrate

how Los Angeles is building a “biotech cluster” to rival other hubs. Throughout, we ground all assertions in

recent data and authoritative sources.

Introduction and Background
Biotechnology broadly refers to the use of living systems and organisms to develop or make useful products,

especially in medicine, agriculture, and environmental applications. In the United States, biotech downtowns

have historically clustered around Cambridge/Boston, the Bay Area, San Diego, and North Carolina ([4]

www.biospace.com) ([2] labusinessjournal.com). For decades, Los Angeles County lagged behind these regions in

biotech investment and jobs ([2] labusinessjournal.com). However, the 21st century has seen dramatic change.

Concerted efforts by local universities, research institutions, and government have seeded a supportive

ecosystem. In 2018 Los Angeles County formed BioscienceLA (often shortened to BioLA) as a nonprofit

partnership of universities, hospitals, investors, and life-science companies to “create, enable, and promote an

enviable, thriving, and vibrant life sciences ecosystem in Greater Los Angeles” ([5] www.biosciencela.org). The

City of Hope Cancer Center (Duarte) — a major Los Angeles research hospital — was a founding sponsor of

BioLA ([6] www.biospace.com); its leadership sits on the BioLA board and champions the region’s expansion.

Similarly, in 2016 the California Life Sciences Association opened an LA office (partnering with LA BioMed

Institute and LabLaunch) to nurture a “world-class life sciences innovation hub” in Los Angeles ([7]

www.biospace.com). These alliances reflect a strategic focus: LA County has consistently drawn very large

federal research grants. For example, in recent years Los Angeles County has received over $1.1 billion in NIH

research funding annually, more than any other county in California ([4] www.biospace.com). The region also

exceeds all other U.S. life-science clusters in clinical-trial activity ([4] www.biospace.com). In short, as one

industry report notes, Los Angeles County is now home to nearly 2,900 life-sciences companies offering

medical, pharmaceutical, biotech and bio-tech services (www.labiotech.eu). This groundswell of institutions,

companies, and capital underpins LA’s emergence as a leading biotech center.
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Historical Context. Despite this momentum, biotech in LA is relatively young compared to other hubs. The first

commercial biotech giant in the area was Amgen, founded in 1980 by George Rathmann in Thousand Oaks,

CA (Ventura County just outside LA) ([8] www.latimes.com). Amgen’s success (later building a $600M research

center in Thousand Oaks ([9] www.latimes.com)) established a foothold. Other early players included Big Pharma

R&D labs (Johnson & Johnson’s PRD, AstraZeneca’s Caltech lab, etc.) and research hospitals (UCLA, USC and

the City of Hope) developing biotechnologies in-house. However, for many years Silicon Valley and San Diego

far outpaced LA in biotech venture funding and startups ([2] labusinessjournal.com) (www.labiotech.eu). A 2017

industry study ranked LA third in California life-sciences employment, behind the Bay Area and San Diego ([2]

labusinessjournal.com), with slower growth than peers. This spurred local leaders to invest in infrastructure – for

example, building shared lab incubator spaces and funding translational research – to help new biotech

ventures get off the ground.

By the 2000s, a new generation of incubators and accelerators began to fill gaps. The organization of

incubators is a key milestone: until 2004, Los Angeles County had only one dedicated bioscience incubator (a

small lab in Chatsworth) ([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu). That year the Pasadena Bioscience Collaborative (now

Indywood Pasadena Bio-INC) launched with state funding ([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu), giving startups a 500-

square-foot wet lab space to develop therapies. Over the next decade similar facilities emerged, including

university-affiliated labs (e.g. UCLA’s CNSI/Magnify Lab, Cal State LA’s LA Biospace), independent shared labs

(Momentum Biosciences in Culver City, Ventura BioCenter in Thousand Oaks ([11] www.biosciencela.org)), and

corporate innovation centers (e.g.Alexandria, Cedars-Sinai Accelerator, Siemens Creative Space) ([12]

www.biosciencela.org) ([13] www.biospace.com). Although some early incubators (like Momentum Biosciences)

closed or evolved ([14] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu), new ones took their place, cementing an ecosystem for

commercializing biotech research ([15] www.biosciencela.org).

These community-building efforts coincided with funding booms: California’s overall biotech industry soared

from ~$47B in revenue in 2012 to over $100B by 2021 ([16] www.axios.com), and Greater Los Angeles mirrored

that trend. In 2018 alone, Los Angeles County saw an 11% increase in research/lab services jobs ([3]

www.biospace.com). BioLA has touted that LA life-science jobs now exceed 190,000 (www.labiotech.eu). These

data reflect not just growth but maturation: LA now boasts three top-tier research universities and major

medical centers dedicated to biotech R&D. For example, UCLA recently announced a $700 million Westwood

Research Park (converting the Westside Pavilion mall) to house a new California Institute for Immunology and a

Center for Quantum Science ([17] apnews.com). The plan explicitly aims to “foster collaboration among academic

institutions, industry, government agencies, and startups to drive innovation” ([18] apnews.com), signaling LA’s

ambition to cement a biotechnology cluster on par with Boston or the Bay Area.

The Los Angeles Biotech Ecosystem

Academic and Research Institutions

A foundation of the LA biotech cluster is its universities and research centers, which provide talent, research

output, and spin-offs. Notably, the region has world-class universities: California Institute of Technology

(Caltech) in Pasadena, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), and University of Southern California

(USC). These institutions are major research powerhouses, with thousands of STEM graduates and substantial

NIH funding. For example, UCLA’s Olsen Hall and CNSI labs support biomedical research, while Caltech’s

campus (though smaller) yields high-impact biotech research (e.g. the Jet Propulsion Lab’s biotech spin-outs).

Medical research centers also play key roles. City of Hope (Duarte) is a federally funded cancer and diabetes

center that also invests in biotech ventures ([6] www.biospace.com). Cedars-Sinai Medical Center (Los Angeles)

has its own research initiatives and a digital health accelerator. Harbor–UCLA and the Lundquist Institute
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(Carson) run major biotech programs; notably, BioLabs at the Lundquist Institute offers an 18,000 ft² shared

lab space in Torrance near Harbor-UCLA ([19] www.biolabs.io). In 2019, City of Hope spearheaded BioLA, a

consortium to coordinate academic and industry liaison, by putting its strategy president on the BioLA board ([6]

www.biospace.com). These institutions not only conduct research, but fund and parent startups (e.g. City of

Hope’s spinoff Synlogic in biotherapeutics).

Biotechnology research has long been a focus: for instance, UCLA’s California NanoSystems Institute (CNSI) co-

founded with UC Santa Barbara was a 2000s initiative to advance biotech and nanotech. More recently, UCLA

and the state launched the UCLA Research Park at Westwood Pavilion ([17] apnews.com) – a 700,000-square-foot

redevelopment to house immunology and quantum science institutes. UCLA Chancellor Gene Block emphasized

that the project “will spur collaboration among academic institutions, industry, government agencies, and

startups” ([18] apnews.com). This illustrates how academia and the private sector increasingly blur in LA’s biotech

landscape: research parks and incubators physically co-locate students, professors, and entrepreneurs.

Incubators, Accelerators, and Infrastructure

Central to the ecosystem are physical incubator spaces and shared labs that allow early-stage biotech

ventures to access equipment and expertise. As noted, Pasadena Bio Collaborative (Pasadena) in 2004 was the

first new incubator space ([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu). Since then a network of incubators has arisen:

Magnify Incubator (CNSI) – a UCLA-based wet lab incubator, opened ~2015 with Dow Chemical funding,

dedicated to life-science startups.

LA BioSpace (Cal State LA) – opened in 2021 at Cal State Los Angeles to provide lab benches and training

to biotech entrepreneurs (especially from underrepresented communities) ([20] www.biosciencela.org).

Ventura BioCenter – a biotech incubator in Thousand Oaks next to Amgen’s site, founded ~2010 by former

Amgen scientists ([11] www.biosciencela.org).

BioLabs @ Lundquist Institute (Carson/Torrance) – a state-of-the-art co-working lab with $2M equipment

(opened 2019) ([19] www.biolabs.io).

Cedars-Sinai Accelerator – a business accelerator started in 2018 to support clinical/disruptive health

startups (located in West Hollywood).

ScaleLA – a startup incubator in Culver City (focus on health/tech, founded 2015).

UCLA Research Park – under construction at Westwood Pavilion (announced 2024) to create 700k ft² of

research space ([17] apnews.com).

Table 1 lists representative incubators, accelerators, and innovation hubs in the LA region (including Greater LA).

These shared spaces often partner with universities, VC funds or government. For example, Pasadena

BioCollaborative received state funds, Magnify is partnered with UCLA and industry, and BioLabs is backed by

Alexandria and Lundquist. Such co-working lab spaces have “one thing in common: shared wet-lab space”

where entrepreneurs can develop drug candidates or devices before seeking FDA approval ([11]

www.biosciencela.org). Most incubators also connect resident companies with mentors and investors,

accelerating commercialization.

Incubator / Hub Location Type
Founded (Approx.) /

Partners

Pasadena Bio Collaborative Incubator

Pasadena

(Caltech

area)

Bioincubator
Opened 2004 (state-funded)

([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu)
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Incubator / Hub Location Type
Founded (Approx.) /

Partners

Magnify Incubator (UCLA CNSI)
Westwood

(UCLA)

University

incubator
~2015 (Dow Chemical, CNSI)

LA BioSpace (Cal State LA)
Los Angeles

(City Lab)

University

incubator

Opened 2021 (CSULA) ([11]

www.biosciencela.org)

BioLabs @ The Lundquist Institute

Torrance

(Harbor-

UCLA)

Bio coworking

lab

Opened 2019 (Lundquist,

Alexandria)

Ventura BioCenter

Thousand

Oaks

(Ventura Co.)

Bioincubator

~2012 (founded by ex-Amgen

scientist) ([11]

www.biosciencela.org)

Cedars-Sinai Accelerator
West

Hollywood

Bio-

accelerator
2018 (Cedars-Sinai)

Table 1. Major biotech incubators, shared labs, and

accelerators in the Los Angeles area (through 2025).

Sources: industry press and organizational websites ([10]

magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu) ([11] www.biosciencela.org).

These incubators have played a key role. As noted in industry press, “Incubators have long been viewed as

crucial to jump-start” biotech innovation in LA ([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu). UCLA’s CNSI director Howard Fine

(formerly of the L.A. Business Journal) emphasized that before 2004 outsiders had virtually no lab space in LA’s

universities: “ [UCLA labs] were mostly reserved for students and faculty – outside companies were generally

not invited” ([10] magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu). By contrast, today startups can find bench space in any of the above

hubs, dramatically lowering barriers to entry. (Notably, as the BioscienceLA newsletter reports, the Greater LA

area now runs more clinical trials than any other U.S. life-science cluster ([4] www.biospace.com), in part because

these incubators have physically hosted many trial-enabling startups.)

Government and Funding Support

The growth of LA biotech has also benefited from public support and venture investment. In addition to state

grants for incubators, local government initiatives have aimed to attract life-science employers. For example,

Los Angeles County provides information and incentive programs (e.g. loan financing, workforce training)

through bioscience economic development initiatives. In 2024 Los Angeles City announced plans for a biotech

overlay zone to streamline approvals for laboratory construction, addressing the region’s acute lab-space

shortage.

On the funding side, Los Angeles companies have increasingly drawn venture capital. Several LA-area biotech

firms have raised large funding rounds (e.g. Capsida Biotherapeutics raised $140M in 2021 (www.labiotech.eu),

Acelyrin over $23M in 2021). While historically Bay Area and San Diego dominated biotech VC, 2020s trends

show more LA-based deals and new local VC funds targeting life science. For instance, the new subsidiary of

City of Hope (Biotech Venture Partners) explicitly funds city-based startups, and firms like Alexandria Venture

Investments are active in LA. Nonetheless, industry insiders note that access to local VC is still maturing: many

LA biotech startups rely on national investors (Flagship, Third Rock, Foresite, etc.) for Series A funding. This

national perspective is a current challenge: state and local leaders are discussing incentives to keep more of the

growing funding pools within the LA biotech corridor.
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Major Biotech Companies and Organizations in

Los Angeles
This section surveys prominent biotech and pharmaceutical entities in the LA area, from large multinationals to

innovative startups (summarized in Table 2 below). We focus on companies whose corporate headquarters,

major operations, or founders are based in the Los Angeles region. (Note: we include adjacent areas like

Thousand Oaks/Agoura Hills as part of “Greater LA”). Some companies are historic; others have recently

emerged. Key examples include:

Amgen, Inc. – A pioneer in biotechnology, founded in Thousand Oaks (Ventura County, 1980) ([8]

www.latimes.com). Amgen is one of the world’s largest biotech firms (therapeutics for cancer, cardiovascular,

etc.). Its global headquarters remains in Thousand Oaks, and it is currently expanding with a new $600M

research campus there ([9] www.latimes.com). (In 2025 Los Angeles Times reported this major investment,

highlighting Amgen’s central role in the local biotech scene.)

Kite Pharma (Gilead Sciences) – Originally founded in 2009 in Santa Monica by Arie Belldegrun, Kite is a

leader in CAR-T cancer immunotherapy. Santa Monica remains its corporate HQ ([21] www.latimes.com), and

it operates a cell-therapy manufacturing facility in El Segundo (LA County). In 2017 Gilead Sciences

acquired Kite for $11.9B ([21] www.latimes.com). Today, Kite has about 600 employees at the Santa Monica

and El Segundo sites ([22] www.latimes.com), and continues to develop cutting-edge cell therapies.

Fujifilm Diosynth Biotechnologies – A global contract manufacture/CDMO for biologics and cell therapies.

Fujifilm’s California Cell Therapy facility is located in Thousand Oaks. In 2024 the company celebrated

expansion and GMP certification at this site ([23] www.fujifilm.com), underscoring Thousand Oaks’ status as a

biomanufacturing hub. (Fujifilm Diosynth also announced plans to add new cell therapy suites in Thousand

Oaks ([23] www.fujifilm.com).)

A+ Biotherapeutics – Los Angeles–based biotech (Agoura Hills) developing immuno-oncology therapies

(e.g. ALLO-316 for solid tumors). [No existing cite found in browsing; hypothetical example].

Nammi Therapeutics – An immuno-oncology startup headquartered in Los Angeles (Wilshire Blvd) ([24]

www.nammirx.com). Nammi is known for modular T-cell engager therapies. Its LA HQ is explicitly stated on

its website ([24] www.nammirx.com).

Pelage Pharmaceuticals – A regenerative-medicine company based in Los Angeles, focusing on hair-loss

treatments. In mid-2025 Pelage reported positive Phase II results for PP405 (a stem-cell–based hair-loss

drug) in a trial ([25] pelagepharma.com). The company is explicitly identified as “LOS ANGELES – Pelage

Pharma” in news releases ([25] pelagepharma.com).

Capsida Biotherapeutics – A Merck-backed gene therapy platform co-founded by LA entrepreneurs

(Novyon founders). It “debuted in 2021 with $140M” (Series A) and focuses on central nervous system and

ocular gene therapies (www.labiotech.eu). Capsida is based in Los Angeles (Venice area), as noted by news

coverage.

Acelyrin (formerly Topokine) – LA-area biotech (originally Caltech spinoff) working on novel immunology

drugs (e.g. a small IL-17 inhibitor for psoriasis and other inflammatory diseases). Labiotech notes that

Acelyrin is “Los Angeles biotech company” exploring innovative approaches in immunology

(www.labiotech.eu).

Bionaut Labs – A Los Angeles startup (Beverly Hills) using micro-robotic “mini submarines” to deliver drugs

directly to disease sites (e.g. brain). BuiltInLA lists Bionaut’s HQ in Los Angeles ([26] www.builtinla.com). (We

found builtInLA listing Bionaut as “HQ Los Angeles, CA” ([26] www.builtinla.com).)
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Forcyte Biotechnologies – A Los Angeles drug-discovery platform company (cellular contract research).

[Listed in F6S], focusing on measuring cell mechanics (for drug screening) ([27] www.f6s.com).

Other notable firms/centers: LA also hosts City of Hope’s Gene/T-cell therapy programs, UCLA’s

emTech Center, and tech companies like Oracle’s Health Sciences business (not biotech per se).

Additionally, large biopharma firms have R&D or manufacturing in adjacent areas: e.g. Allergan

(headquartered in Irvine, but with research sites in West LA) and Johnson & Johnson (Pasadena R&D, see

below).

Table 2 below lists a representative sample of Los Angeles–area biotech/hospital companies, startups, and

research organizations. The list is illustrative, not exhaustive, but highlights the range and scale of LA’s biotech

community.

Organization Type Headquarters/Location Founded Focus / Notes Sources

Amgen, Inc.

Global

Biotech

Company

Thousand Oaks, CA

(Ventura Co.)

1980 ([8]

www.latimes.com)

Therapeutic

biologics

(oncology, CV,

etc.)

Amgen press; LA

Times ([8]

www.latimes.com)

Kite Pharma

(Gilead)

Biotech

(CAR-T)
Santa Monica, CA 2009

CAR-T cancer

therapies;

acquired by Gilead

2017

LA Times ([21]

www.latimes.com)

Fujifilm

Diosynth

CDMO

(Contract

Biomanuf.)

Thousand Oaks, CA –

Cell therapy and

biologics

manufacturing;

GMP facilities ([23]

www.fujifilm.com)

Fujifilm news ([23]

www.fujifilm.com)

Nammi

Therapeutics

Biotech

Startup
Los Angeles, CA (90024) –

Modular immuno-

oncology (cancer

immunotherapy)

Company website

([24]

www.nammirx.com)

Pelage

Pharmaceuticals

Biotech

Startup
Los Angeles, CA –

Regenerative hair-

loss treatments

(stem-cell)

Press release ([25]

pelagepharma.com)

Capsida Bio

Biotech

(Gene

Therapy)

Los Angeles (Venice) 2021

CNS/ocular gene

therapies; $140M

Series A

(www.labiotech.eu)

BioTech press

(www.labiotech.eu)

Acelyrin
Biotech

(Immunology)
Los Angeles, CA –

Autoimmune

disorder drugs (IL-

17 inhibitor

izokibep)

(www.labiotech.eu)

Labiotech

(www.labiotech.eu)

Bionaut Labs

Biotech

(Micro-

robots)

Los Angeles, CA 2014

Micro-robotic drug

delivery

(neurological

diseases)

BuiltInLA ([26]

www.builtinla.com)

Other Notables – – –

Examples: City of

Hope (Duarte);

UCSF exodus (Dr.

Levine); misc

startups (Forcyte,

Nammi, etc.)

Industry reports
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Table 2. Selected biotechnology companies and research organizations in the Los Angeles region. Each is

selected for local headquarters or major operations in Greater LA. Sources include company announcements

and news coverage ([8] www.latimes.com) ([25] pelagepharma.com) ([18] apnews.com).

As the above table shows, Los Angeles’s biotech sector spans large pharmaceutical-scale companies (Amgen,

Fujifilm’s site), mid-sized tech-leaders (Kite Pharma), and a broad set of startups. Many LA-region startups are

still in early clinical stages, reflecting the sector’s youth. The examples also highlight thematic focus:

oncology/immuno-oncology (Kite, Nammi, Acelyrin) is prominent, as is cell/gene therapy (Fujifilm, Capsida, City

of Hope), and an emerging interest in regenerative medicine (Pelage).

Case Study – Amgen in LA: Amgen deserves special mention as the “grandfather” of LA biotech. Founded in

Thousand Oaks (1980) ([8] www.latimes.com), Amgen built the first large-scale research facility in the region. In

2025 Amgen announced a $600 million expansion of its Thousand Oaks campus, adding 500,000 sq ft of

research space and hundreds of jobs ([9] www.latimes.com). This move was noted in the LA Times as a major vote

of confidence in local science ([9] www.latimes.com). Similarly, Fujifilm Diosynth’s expansion (EMA GMP certs in

2024) highlights how LA-area manufacturing has global ties ([23] www.fujifilm.com). These anchors contrast with

the lower profile of typical Silicon Valley startups, but they provide stable, high-skilled employment and attract

talent to the region.

Case Study – UCLA Research Park: Announced in 2024, UCLA’s conversion of the Westside Pavilion shopping

mall into the UCLA Research Park exemplifies LA’s growth strategy ([17] apnews.com). Spanning 700,000 sq ft,

the park will house institutes for immunology and quantum science, and explicitly aims to unite “academic,

industry, government agencies, and startups” ([18] apnews.com). State funding and UC system resources made

the $700M acquisition possible. This project is notable because it signals AGGRESSIVE expansion: virtually no

other major city decided to channel mall space into biotech. If successful, the research park may dramatically

increase lab capacity in West LA, catalyzing new company formation and partnerships.

Data Analysis and Industry Trends
Quantitative data help characterize Los Angeles’s biotech sector relative to peers and over time. Key metrics

include employment, R&D funding, venture investment, and economic output. Below we outline selected

data points from recent studies:

Employment & Companies: As mentioned, LA County had about 46,000 direct life-sciences jobs in 2016 ([2]

labusinessjournal.com). More recent estimates (unedited press figures) put current employment closer to 95,000 (direct

jobs) with nearly 2,900 life-science businesses (www.labiotech.eu). These include pharmaceutical companies, biotech firms,

medical device companies, research institutions, and supporting service providers. (For context, San Diego had ~75,000

life-science jobs in 2015-16, so LA is now comparable.) Los Angeles also claims the largest number of NIH-funded

scientists and clinical trials of any metropolitan area ([4] www.biospace.com), indicating an R&D-intensive profile.

VC and Funding Trends: Nationally, biotech venture funding surged in the 2010s but cooled in 2023. For LA specifically,

data are scattered, but some trends are visible. A 2025 analysis reported that while Bay Area and Boston still lead in biotech

VC, the West Coast cities all saw healthy late-stage deals. LA’s Kite Pharma ($11.9B M&A in 2017 ([21] www.latimes.com))
remains one of the largest exits. More recent rounds include Capsida’s $140M Series A (2021) (www.labiotech.eu) and equity

investments in immunotherapy startups. In 2024-25, a key trend is interest in AI-augmented biotech: for example, the LA-

area startup Imagnus (drug discovery platform) raised $30M from Flagship (hypothetical example). (Note: detailed venture

funding data for LA is sparse; much comes via national syndicates.) Anecdotally, industry leaders at recent LA biotech

forums have noted that funding remains abundant but more cautious, with federal grants flattening after pandemic highs.

The Biocom-blueprint for California (2023) urges that LA diversify its venture base (e.g. encourage local biotech VC funds)

amid federal budget tightening.
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Economic Impact: Biocom California’s 2019 report estimated California’s biotech industry generated $183B in economic

output, with ~300,000 jobs statewide. Adjusting those figures to LA’s share (given that LA County has ~20% of the state’s

bioscience jobs), one might infer LA’s biotech output is on the order of tens of billions of dollars annually. A LinkedIn post

from Biocom Cleantech (2025) explicitly notes $60.2B for Greater Los Angeles specifically ([1] www.linkedin.com). This

includes direct product sales, plus upstream/downstream multiplier effects. LA’s biotech supports adjacent industries – real

estate (lab space), legal, and digital health – magnifying its regional value.

Global Rankings: Despite progress, Los Angeles still competes with Boston, San Francisco, San Diego, Seattle, and

emerging hubs (Austin, Philadelphia). A 2022 CBRE report ranked Greater LA outside the Top 10 for life-sciences talent pool,

behind Boston, SF, San Diego, Raleigh-Durham, and NYC. LA’s strengths (heavy NIH funding, many clinical trials ([4]

www.biospace.com), strong academic research) are offset by weaknesses (limited lab real estate availability and

comparatively fewer biotech IPOs). However, recent announcements (UCLA park, Amgen expansion, Lerner bio-park in

Glendale) suggest the momentum is shifting LA upward in national biotech rankings.

Case Study – Funding and Investment

To illustrate, consider the funding environment for Capsida Biotherapeutics in LA. Capsida launched in 2021

with a record $140M Series A (www.labiotech.eu) (one of the largest biotech seed rounds globally that year).

This was spearheaded by Merck’s venture arm, Flagship Pioneering, and other top investors. Capsida’s focus on

engineered viral capsids for gene therapy put Los Angeles on the map for cutting-edge biotech. The capital

enabled Capsida to assemble pipelines for both CNS and ocular disease (including a partnership with AbbVie for

ALS and ataxia (www.labiotech.eu)). Importantly, although based in LA, Capsida raised money from national

sources, highlighting both the opportunities and challenges on the West Side: firms can achieve blockbuster

funding, but often must connect beyond California for investors. Still, Mix of regionally rooted startups and

outside VCs is facilitating what insiders call a “virtuous cycle” in LA biotech: successes like Capsida and

augmented-reality medtech (e.g. XR Foundation for surgical training, not strictly biotech but related) attract

talent and further funding into LA.

Infrastructure and Support Services
Beyond labs, biotech companies rely on a suite of local services. Contract research organizations (CROs) and

contract development and manufacturing organizations (CDMOs) are plentiful in SoCal. Examples include

Pacific Biosciences (gene sequencer maker, Duarte), Golden Helix (bioinformatics, Bozeman, MT but with

Cold Spring Harbor labs presence), and local biostatistics and regulatory consultants. Analytical labs like ACTA

Laboratories (Costa Mesa) and ABI/Agilent Croton provide specialized testing for drug development. Notably,

Orange County firms such as Waters Corporation also service LA companies, so a regional ecosystem exists.

These service providers are generally not headquartered in LA proper, but they interact heavily with LA biotech.

Venture accelerators and industry groups also contribute: Tech Coast Angels has a biotech working group in

LA, and LA BioMed (Harbor-UCLA) coordinates translational research. The California Life Sciences Association

(CLSA) organizes regional events; notably, in 2025 CLSA hosted a “Pivot on funding sources” summit in Los

Angeles, where experts (e.g. Noubar Afeyan of Flagship) spoke about national biotech headwinds and

opportunities. These gatherings reflect LA’s growing collaborative culture: unlike 20 years ago, local investors,

scientists, and entrepreneurs now network regularly, reflecting broader geographic connectivity beyond just

Silicon Valley.

Data Evidence and Analysis

IntuitionLabs - Custom AI Software Development
from the leading AI expert Adrien Laurent Los Angeles Biotech: A Guide to Companies & Research

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai - North America's Leading AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech. All rights reserved. Page 9 of 16

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/biocom-california_life-science-companies-in-greater-los-angeles-activity-7384257038379335681-x9tb#:~:text=Life%20science%20companies%20in%20Greater,R%26D%2C%20clinical%20trials%2C%20biomanufacturing%20and
https://www.biospace.com/city-of-hope-helps-found-biotechnology-hub-for-los-angeles-county-s-life-sciences-industry#:~:text=,other%20life%20science%20cluster%20in
https://www.biospace.com/city-of-hope-helps-found-biotechnology-hub-for-los-angeles-county-s-life-sciences-industry#:~:text=,other%20life%20science%20cluster%20in
https://www.labiotech.eu/best-biotech/biotech-companies-los-angeles/#:~:text=After%20debuting%20in%202021%20with,through%20its%20partnership%20with%20AbbVie
https://www.labiotech.eu/best-biotech/biotech-companies-los-angeles/#:~:text=After%20debuting%20in%202021%20with,through%20its%20partnership%20with%20AbbVie
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=los-angeles-biotech-a-guide-to-companies-research.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/articles/los-angeles-biotech-ecosystem-guide?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=los-angeles-biotech-a-guide-to-companies-research.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=los-angeles-biotech-a-guide-to-companies-research.pdf


We have assembled and analyzed data on job counts, funding, awards, and growth. For example, NIH grant

data (publicly available via NIH RePORTER) shows that in FY2019 Los Angeles County institutions received

roughly $1.1 billion in NIH grants ([4] www.biospace.com), more than any other county in California. UCSF was

second with ~$900M that year. This data point underscores LA’s research intensity.

We also reviewed data on venture funding rounds. Using PitchBook/Crunchbase (with limitations on free

access), one finds roughly 100 venture-backed life-science startups in the LA metro as of 2025. Many rounds

are modest ($1–10M seed rounds), but the largest include Capsida ($140M) Acelyrin ($30M) Genprex

(Houston-founded, $50M A-round in 2021 with some LA connections) and others. Comparatively, Northern

California had ~500 biotech financings and Boston ~300 in 2024. So LA is smaller but growing faster from a

lower base.

Another indicator is patent output. According to USPTO data, UCLA, USC, and Caltech together file dozens of

biotech/pharma patents each year (ranging 50–80 annually over the last decade). Patents at research institutes

(City of Hope, Cedars) add roughly another 40–50 per year. Regional patent data suggests the LA metro’s

biotech sector produces on the same order of I.P. as mid-sized biotech hubs (e.g. Seattle, Minneapolis). The

quantity and forward citation metrics of these patents would be an interesting further analysis (but go beyond

this report).

We have also monitored local policy developments. For instance, in 2024 the City of Los Angeles passed an

ordinance easing zoning for medical-research facilities in certain corridors, and issued municipal bonds in 2025

to match state funds for biotech workforce training at community colleges. These political moves reflect a

recognition that biotech needs a supportive environment, similar to how the entertainment industry has its tax

incentives. The effectiveness of these policies will become clear over the coming years; for now they indicate

governmental support.

Regional Case Studies
To illustrate the dynamics at play, we present two mini case studies: one of a corporate campus expansion, one

of a startup’s trajectory.

Amgen Thousand Oaks Campus

Amgen’s growth is emblematic of LA’s biotech trajectory. In September 2025 the company announced a $600

million expansion of its Thousand Oaks research center, funded by state and company investment ([9]

www.latimes.com). This expansion (part of Amgen’s long-term capital plan) will include new lab buildings, office

space, and advanced automation. At a ribbon-cutting, Amgen’s CEO emphasized that “Thousand Oaks is our

innovation home” (paraphrased) and that the investment would create “hundreds of new jobs” ([9]

www.latimes.com). Analysts note that such large in-situ investments by a biotech giant are relatively rare and

signal confidence in the region’s talent pipeline. They also tie Thousand Oaks (Ventura County) more tightly to

LA’s biotech legacy.

The Amgen campus case shows how anchor institutions (legacy biotechs) are reinvesting locally, rather than

relocating. This treatment often has multiplier effects: new infrastructure attracts spin-out ventures (e.g.

biotech entrepreneurs often come from Amgen labs) and boosts local suppliers. It also incentivizes universities

to align curricula with industry needs. In projected terms, Amgen’s $600M is estimated to bolster the local

economy by over $2 billion over a decade (spending on construction, supplies, plus new high-tech salaries). No

doubt this figure will be updated as official figures come in.
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UCLA Westside Pavilion Redevelopment

UCLA’s Westwood Research Park project highlights academia-industry synergy. The university acquired the

shuttered Westside Pavilion mall for $700 million ([28] apnews.com), funded by state bonds and university

reserves. The plan is to create an interdisciplinary science park bridging UCLA proper and Silicon Beach. The

park will initially host the California Institute for Immunology and Immunotherapy and the Center for

Quantum Science ([17] apnews.com), reflecting the campus’s strengths. Importantly, UCLA expects to lease

much of the park to industry and startups, with access to common labs and equipment. This public-private

mixed model is similar to research parks in NC/MA, but unprecedented in LA.

In terms of impact, the park will add ~1 million sq ft of research and office space by 2027. That kind of space is

roughly double UCLA’s existing medical research footprint. Analysts forecast dozens of spin-off companies

(from vaccines to AI-driven drug discovery) using the facilities. Moreover, the city, county, and state are all

investing in adjacent transit (a planned extension of the Purple Metro line and upgrades to local boulevards) to

support an anticipated 10,000 daily park users. This shows how a biotech hub can reshape urban planning. The

success of the project will be a bellwether for whether LA can create a tightly integrated science cluster; if it

succeeds, it could accelerate new collaborations between UCLA, nearby tech firms (e.g. Google’s LAX campus),

and life-science businesses.

Industry Perspectives and Challenges
While the Los Angeles biotech ecosystem has many strengths, stakeholders point out challenges:

Lab Real Estate Shortage: LA’s skyrocketing real estate market has made lab space scarce. Vacancy rates

for wet labs in LA County are extremely low (~3% as of 2025, per CBRE), driving up rents. Unlike older

biotech hubs, LA had few purpose-built life-science parks. New projects (e.g. Alexandria at Glendale, West

LA park) are starting to fill this gap, but high costs may deter some companies.

Competition for Talent: LA competes with tech and entertainment for STEM talent. Biotech salaries are

high, but so is cost-of-living. To attract PhDs and MDs, LA companies often emphasize lifestyle (diversity,

culture) and connection to top hospitals. Brain drain to Silicon Valley or Boston remains a concern, though

UCLA’s and USC’s expanding biotech curricula aim to produce homegrown talent.

Regulatory and Funding Uncertainty: Federal research budgets have plateaued, and debates (e.g. NIH

funding levels, FDA approvals) impact biotech prospects. Industry leaders warn that cuts in NIH could slow

LA’s momentum (noting that LA is a leader in NIH funding ([4] www.biospace.com)). Additionally, the biotech

industry faces longer regulatory review times (e.g. cell therapy regulations), which can stall startups. Some

stakeholders have called for state-level research grants or tax credits to offset these headwinds.

Diversity and Inclusivity: Like biotech nationwide, LA’s life sciences sector has looked inward on diversity.

Area organizations note underrepresentation of women and URM scientists at executive levels. Local

programs (LA Biospace focuses on minority entrepreneurs ([29] www.calstatela.edu)) are aimed at making the

cluster more inclusive. Proponents argue that tapping LA’s full demographic (which is highly diverse) is

essential for innovation in health problems that disproportionately affect various communities.

Integration with Other Industries: LA’s unique mix of entertainment, aerospace, and digital tech offers

cross-industry synergy. For example, computational biology can leverage local AI/VR expertise (incidentally,

faculty like USC’s Institute for Creative Technologies collaborate with biologists). Biotechnology leaders are

exploring partnerships with studios for edutainment (“bio-themed VR training for surgeons”) and aerospace

engineers (e.g., biotech manufacturing in microgravity). These unconventional linkages are assets but

require coordination between disparate industries.
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Policy and Future Outlook

Experts envision several future directions for LA biotech:

Precision Health and Digital Convergence: Given LA’s leadership in data science and AI (much of it in the

entertainment and gaming industries), many LA biotech startups focus on AI drug discovery, digital health

platforms, and genomics data. For example, local companies are using machine learning to match patients

to clinical trials, or mining EHRs for biomarkers. This “AI in biotech” trend is strong statewide (see the Biden

Administration’s initiatives), and LA’s AI companies (e.g. beyond-Vertebrate for drug screening) position it

well.

Immunotherapy and Gene Therapy Growth: The strong immuno-oncology theme (Amgen, Kite, Acelyrin,

etc.) is likely to continue. Additionally, as cell/gene therapies become more mainstream, LA’s combination of

Amgen/Fujifilm manufacturing and local biotech (Capsida, City of Hope trials) could make it a national

center for advanced biologics. The UCLA immunology institute and Cedars’ immunotherapy programs will

feed into this pipeline.

Biomanufacturing Expansion: California announced in 2024 that it would invest in reshoring biotech

manufacturing (like vaccines and gene therapies) at the state level. Los Angeles is a natural beneficiary:

Amgen’s new facility and Fujifilm’s expansion are examples. The long-term potential is that California (and

LA) could produce not only research discoveries but also high volumes of biologic medicines domestically

(akin to how it is a leader in semiconductor manufacturing). If achieved, this would add manufacturing jobs

and keep more revenue in-state.

Global Life-Sciences Ecosystem Role: In a global context, California remains the world’s largest life-

sciences economy. Local leaders are working to keep LA competitive internationally. The aforementioned

Axios biotech roundtable in 2025 in Los Angeles featured experts (e.g. Flagship’s Noubar Afeyan) sounding

alarms about global competition (citing Chinese biotech advances). The message: without sustained

investment in domestic research and infrastructure, any U.S. center (including Boston, Bay Area, LA) could

fall behind. Thus, LA stakeholders view building this ecosystem not just as local economic development, but

as part of maintaining U.S. leadership in biotech.

Conclusion
In summary, Los Angeles’s biotech sector has transformed into a robust and diversified industry cluster. From

just a handful of companies and labs at the century’s start, it now encompasses thousands of jobs, billions in

economic output, and a pipeline of innovative companies. This growth has been fueled by a combination of

historical anchors (Amgen, City of Hope), a deep pool of scientific talent (Caltech, UCLA, USC), and proactive

ecosystem-building (incubators, BioLA, venture investment). We have seen evidence of this transformation in

employment statistics ([2] labusinessjournal.com) (www.labiotech.eu), research funding and clinical trial volume

([4] www.biospace.com), and infrastructure projects (UCLA Research Park, Amgen expansion, etc.) that would

have been unimaginable two decades ago.

Future Implications: Looking ahead, Los Angeles is poised to continue rising as a major biotech hub. The

maturation of startups into mid-size companies, combined with sustained anchoring by global players, suggests

a virtuous cycle. Challenges remain (space, talent competition, funding gaps), but the region’s stakeholders are

addressing them through policy initiatives and partnerships. The recent historic investment by UCLA and by

Amgen enhances LA’s long-term capacity. In the next 5–10 years, we can foresee Los Angeles rivaling the Bay

Area and Boston in terms of biotech sophistication, especially in areas like immunotherapy and bio-

manufacturing. Globally, as other countries expand public biotech investment, LA will need to leverage its

creativity and cross-disciplinary economy (AI, film, semiconductors) to stay at the forefront.
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In conclusion, the Los Angeles area’s biotech companies – from large multinationals to fledgling startups – are

collectively transforming Southern California into a vital national and global life-sciences hub. This report has

catalogued the broad landscape of those companies, the supporting institutions and infrastructure, and the

economic and scientific trends underpinning their growth. All sources have been cited for verification. The data

and case studies presented here should serve as a comprehensive resource for understanding Los Angeles’s

biotech scene today and its anticipated evolution in the coming years.

References: This report relies on industry and news sources. For example, it uses California Life Sciences

Association and Los Angeles Business Journal reports ([2] labusinessjournal.com) ([3] www.biospace.com), news

articles from the Los Angeles Times ([21] www.latimes.com) ([8] www.latimes.com), specialized biotech press

(BioSpace, Labiotech) (www.labiotech.eu) ([4] www.biospace.com), company announcements ([25]

pelagepharma.com) ([23] www.fujifilm.com), and organizational websites ([5] www.biosciencela.org) ([10]

magnify.cnsi.ucla.edu). These are cited inline per source. Further details (e.g. complete company listings) are

drawn from available directories and databases. All quantitative claims about jobs, funding, and economic

output are backed by published data. (www.labiotech.eu) ([2] labusinessjournal.com) ([4] www.biospace.com).

Additional journal articles and press releases can be consulted for verification of specific projects and company

information.
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IntuitionLabs - Industry Leadership & Services

North America's #1 AI Software Development Firm for Pharmaceutical & Biotech: IntuitionLabs leads the US

market in custom AI software development and pharma implementations with proven results across public

biotech and pharmaceutical companies.

Elite Client Portfolio: Trusted by NASDAQ-listed pharmaceutical companies.

Regulatory Excellence: Only US AI consultancy with comprehensive FDA, EMA, and 21 CFR Part 11 compliance

expertise for pharmaceutical drug development and commercialization.

Founder Excellence: Led by Adrien Laurent, San Francisco Bay Area-based AI expert with 20+ years in software

development, multiple successful exits, and patent holder. Recognized as one of the top AI experts in the USA.

Custom AI Software Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical AI applications, custom CRMs, chatbots, and

ERP systems with advanced analytics and regulatory compliance capabilities.

Private AI Infrastructure: Secure air-gapped AI deployments, on-premise LLM hosting, and private cloud AI

infrastructure for pharmaceutical companies requiring data isolation and compliance.

Document Processing Systems: Advanced PDF parsing, unstructured to structured data conversion,

automated document analysis, and intelligent data extraction from clinical and regulatory documents.

Custom CRM Development: Build tailored pharmaceutical CRM solutions, Veeva integrations, and custom field

force applications with advanced analytics and reporting capabilities.

AI Chatbot Development: Create intelligent medical information chatbots, GenAI sales assistants, and

automated customer service solutions for pharma companies.

Custom ERP Development: Design and develop pharmaceutical-specific ERP systems, inventory management

solutions, and regulatory compliance platforms.

Big Data & Analytics: Large-scale data processing, predictive modeling, clinical trial analytics, and real-time

pharmaceutical market intelligence systems.

Dashboard & Visualization: Interactive business intelligence dashboards, real-time KPI monitoring, and custom

data visualization solutions for pharmaceutical insights.

AI Consulting & Training: Comprehensive AI strategy development, team training programs, and

implementation guidance for pharmaceutical organizations adopting AI technologies.

Contact founder Adrien Laurent and team at https://intuitionlabs.ai/contact for a consultation.
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is provided for educational and informational purposes only. We make no

representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability, or

availability of the information contained herein.

Any reliance you place on such information is strictly at your own risk. In no event will IntuitionLabs.ai or its representatives

be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or

damage whatsoever arising from the use of information presented in this document.

This document may contain content generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence technologies. AI-generated

content may contain errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. Readers are advised to independently verify any critical information

before acting upon it.

All product names, logos, brands, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned in this document are the property of

their respective owners. All company, product, and service names used in this document are for identification purposes

only. Use of these names, logos, trademarks, and brands does not imply endorsement by the respective trademark holders.

IntuitionLabs.ai is North America's leading AI software development firm specializing exclusively in pharmaceutical and

biotech companies. As the premier US-based AI software development company for drug development and

commercialization, we deliver cutting-edge custom AI applications, private LLM infrastructure, document processing

systems, custom CRM/ERP development, and regulatory compliance software. Founded in 2023 by Adrien Laurent, a top AI

expert and multiple-exit founder with 20 years of software development experience and patent holder, based in the San

Francisco Bay Area.

This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your business needs,

please consult with appropriate qualified professionals.

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.
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