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Comparing Windsurf (Codeium),
Cursor, and GitHub Copilot for
Enterprise Development in Pharma

Introduction

Al-powered coding assistants have emerged as game-changers in software development
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). Tools like
Windsurf (formerly Codeium), Cursor, and GitHub Copilot use generative Al to suggest code
and automate tasks, promising faster development and fewer errors. For IT leaders and
developers in the pharmaceutical industry, evaluating these tools means looking beyond cool
demos - security, compliance, and enterprise integration are paramount. In regulated
environments like pharma (with strict IP protection, patient data privacy, and compliance
requirements), any Al coding assistant must not only boost productivity but also adhere to
security/privacy standards and fit enterprise workflows. This report provides a detailed
comparison of Windsurf (Codeium), Cursor, and GitHub Copilot across key dimensions (code
completion quality, language support, IDE integration, collaboration features, pricing,
security/privacy), with a focus on enterprise and regulated use. We draw on official
documentation, industry reports, and user experiences to help pharma IT professionals make an

informed decision.

(Note: “Windsurf” and “Codeium” refer to the offerings from Exafunction, Inc. — Codeium was
the original product name, and Windsurf is their new Al-native IDE. We will use “Windsurf
(Codeium)” to encompass the Codeium platform and Windsurf editor.)

Overview of the Al Coding Assistants

Windsurf (Codeium)

Windsurf (formerly Codeium) is an Al coding assistant platform offering both plugin-based
code completion and a new standalone Al-native IDE called the Windsurf Editor (Windsurf
(formerly Codeium) - The most powerful Al Code Editor) (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)). Codeium's backend uses proprietary Large Language Models (LLMs) trained on
permissively licensed open-source code (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All Things Open). It provides multiline code suggestions, an in-editor Al chat, and
even "agentic” capabilities in the Windsurf IDE (via a feature called Cascade) to autonomously
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perform multi-step coding tasks (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) (Windsurf
Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). Windsurf/Codeium supports 70+ programming
languages and frameworks (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source -
All Things Open) and integrates with an exceptionally broad range of development environments
— over 40 IDEs and editors, including popular ones (VS Code, JetBrains IDEs, Vim/Neovim,
Jupyter, Colab, Sublime, Eclipse, etc.) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open
Source - All Things Open). Codeium'’s standout focus is on accessibility and enterprise
flexibility: it is free for individual developers, and offers on-premises or private cloud
deployment options for enterprises with strict security needs (Security-Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)) (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). In essence, Windsurf/Codeium aims to be a
“Copilot-like" assistant that enterprises can trust, with a strong emphasis on privacy (SOC 2
compliance, no telemetry opt-out) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open
Source - All Things Open) and adaptability (self-hosting and custom model options).

Cursor

Cursor is an Al-augmented code editor — essentially a fork of Visual Studio Code enhanced
with Al features (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). Rather than a
plugin, Cursor is a full IDE you download and use (familiar to VS Code users, supporting VS Code
extensions, themes, and keybindings for a low-friction switch) (Cursor - The Al Code Editor)
(Cursor - The Al Code Editor). Under the hood, Cursor connects to powerful Al models (OpenAl
GPT-4, Anthropic Claude, and its own models) to provide code completions and an Al assistant.
Key features of Cursor include:

o Sophisticated Code Completion: It offers multi-line “Tab"” completions informed by your
entire project context (not just the open file). For example, in TypeScript or Python, if a
completion uses an unimported symbol, Cursor will auto-add the import (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). It also predicts your next editing location to
keep you in flow (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).

¢ Al Commands and Chat: Cursor has a context-aware chat ( s¢+L ) that can answer
questions about your codebase. You can even drag & drop whole folders into the chat for
additional context, and then apply code changes directly from chat (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). This makes it possible to ask the Al to
refactor or review code with full project knowledge. It supports images in prompts for visual
context in frontend tasks (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).

* "“Composer"” and Agent Mode: The Composer feature lets you describe high-level tasks,
and Cursor will generate or modify code across multiple files to implement it (Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is better?). Within Composer, an Agent mode ( %+. ) can execute multi-
step actions: it automatically grabs context, runs terminal commands, edits multiple files,
and performs semantic searches to accomplish goals (this currently uses Anthropic's
Claude models and consumes “quota” per operation) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al
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Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is
better?). For example, the Cursor agent can take a prompt like "set up a REST API server
with 3 endpoints” and create the files, run npm commands, etc. — a level of autonomy that
goes beyond Copilot's capabilities (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is
better?).

o Integrated Tools: Cursor extends to the integrated terminal (you can ask for a shell
command in plain English and have it executed) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). It
introduced a "bug finder” that scans your code or git diffs for potential issues and can fix
them with one click (priced per use, since it's an intensive operation) (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?). It also can generate commit messages and perform Al-assisted code
reviews within the editor (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?)
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).

Cursor is geared towards power-users and teams who want Al deeply integrated into their
development workflow. It's newer on the scene (launched in 2024 (Al coding assistant refuses to
write code, tells user to learn ...)) but has gained a following for its project-wide intelligence.
Importantly for enterprises, Cursor offers a “Privacy Mode" that when enabled ensures your
code is never stored on their servers (only processed transiently) (Cursor - The Al Code Editor)
(Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). Cursor is SOC 2 Type Il certified and emphasizes
security, though it currently operates as a cloud service (no on-prem install; it runs on AWS with
encryption in transit and at rest) (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Enterprise-Cursor -
The Al Code Editor). Many of Cursor's enterprise customers highlight its ability to handle large
codebases (hundreds of thousands of files) through indexing (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code
Editor) and its high adoption rate when trialed alongside competitors (Cursor claims 83% of
developers choose Cursor as their top Al tool during evaluations (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al
Code Editor)).

GitHub Copilot

GitHub Copilot, introduced in 2021, is the pioneer of Al pair-programmers in mainstream use.
Developed by GitHub and OpenAl, Copilot originally leveraged the Codex model (a descendant
of GPT-3 trained on public GitHub code) and now integrates improved models including
OpenAl's GPT-3.5 and GPT-4 for enhanced capabilities (Comparing GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). Copilot's core functionality is to provide
inline code suggestions as you type - it learns from your current file and related context to
autocomplete lines or blocks of code. Developers can also invoke an IDE chat (Copilot Chat) to
ask questions about code, get explanations, or generate code based on instructions, bringing an
interactive Q&A style assistance into the editor (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?). GitHub Copilot is available as an extension in VS Code, Visual Studio,
JetBrains IDEs, Neovim/Vim, and more, and it's also embedded in GitHub’s own cloud
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development environments (Codespaces) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All Things Open).

Over time, Copilot’s feature set has grown:

 Inline Suggestions & Multi-suggestion: It excels at suggesting the next line or two as you
type. You can cycle through alternatives (with Alt+] / Alt+[ ) or open a pane of multiple
suggestions ( Ctrl+Enter ) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).
It's particularly good at boilerplate and at following the style of your code.

Copilot Chat: Integrated in editors like VS Code, it allows natural language queries. You
might ask "Explain this function” or “How do | use this library?”, and Copilot will respond
contextually. Recent updates added better chat history and the ability to attach additional
files or context to the chat (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).
(Copilot Chat for enterprise users can also utilize the organization’s repositories as context
when configured.)

Copilot CLI and Terminal: There's a CLI tool that can suggest shell commands from
descriptions, and in VS Code you can hit a shortcut (e.g. %+I ) in the terminal panel to get
command suggestions (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?)
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) — very useful for complex
Bash one-liners or remembering CLI syntax.

Multi-file Editing (“Copilot Edits”): Introduced recently, Copilot Edits can take a natural
language prompt and propose changes across multiple files (and even create new files) to
implement it (Announcing a free GitHub Copilot for VS Code) (Announcing a free GitHub
Copilot for VS Code). This brings Copilot closer to a project-wide refactoring or feature-
generation tool. However, this feature has been noted to be slower and sometimes gets
stuck on large tasks (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?)
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) — it's evolving, but it shows
GitHub's push beyond single-file scope.

e Pull Request & Code Reviews: GitHub is rolling out Al-assisted code review in GitHub Pull
Requests (Copilot can automatically generate review comments on code changes). In VS
Code, there's a "Review" feature for staged changes - it leaves inline suggestions on
potential improvements or bugs, which the developer can accept or ignore (Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is better?). This directly assists collaboration by offloading some burden
from human reviewers.

o Extensibility (“Copilot X"): GitHub is expanding Copilot into a platform — for example,
allowing third-party plugin integration via Copilot (so tools or frameworks can have custom
copilots) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open)
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). Also,
upcoming is Copilot for Enterprise where organizations can host a private knowledge base
that Copilot can draw from, and Copilot in every GitHub feature (e.g. conversational
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queries in the issue tracker, etc.). This broader vision (often termed “Copilot X") is turning
Copilot into an all-encompassing Al assistant across coding and DevOps.

GitHub Copilot’s major strength is its tight integration with the existing developer ecosystem
(particularly if your organization uses GitHub, VS Code, or Azure DevOps). It is a polished,
turnkey solution — but it’s cloud-based (hosted on Microsoft/Azure) and closed-source.
Microsoft has made efforts to address enterprise concerns: Copilot for Business ensures “no
telemetry or code snippets are used to train the models”, and it offers an option to block
suggestions that match public code to mitigate licensing risks (Comparing GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We
Love Open Source - All Things Open). However, unlike Codeium, Copilot cannot be self-hosted
on-premises - it requires internet access to reach OpenAl's models (as of 2025, Microsoft has
no fully offline Copilot, citing that even highly secure organizations must use the cloud service)
(Using Microsoft Copilot Without the Cloud - Licendi) (Using Microsoft Copilot Without the
Cloud - Licendi). Still, with over 1.3 million paid users and 50,000+ organizations on Copilot
Business (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call), it's by far the
most widely adopted Al coding assistant in industry, including notable enterprise adopters in
finance, tech, and even some pharma companies (e.g. Accenture is rolling it out to 50k
developers, and GitHub noted “leading enterprises like... Goldman Sachs"” and others using
Copilot at scale (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call)).

Key Feature Comparison

Let's compare Windsurf (Codeium), Cursor, and GitHub Copilot on the dimensions that matter
for enterprise use, especially in pharma and regulated sectors.

Code Completion Quality and Al Capabilities

All three tools deliver high-quality code completions, but there are nuanced differences in how
they approach “quality” and advanced Al assistance:
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e Accuracy and Relevance of Suggestions: In terms of single-line or small snippet prediction,
Copilot and Codeium are roughly on par, with user studies finding both “do a very good job" for
mainstream languages (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things
Open). Codeium’s team claims their proprietary model has “slightly better than GPT-3.5
performance” (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open),
and indeed many developers report Codeium'’s suggestions are as good as Copilot’s in most cases.
Copilot's edge is that it has been fine-tuned on massive GitHub data with OpenAl's latest tech, so it
can sometimes produce more context-aware suggestions in very large codebases or unusual
scenarios (Codeium vs GitHub Copilot: A Developer’s Guide to Choosing the Right Tool). However,
Codeium often provides multiple alternative suggestions out-of-the-box, which users
appreciate for brainstorming (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All
Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open).
Cursor's completions have impressed users with how project-aware they are — because it indexes
your whole repo, Cursor can suggest code that fits your project’s patterns (for example, using
existing utility functions or naming conventions). This means Cursor'’s suggestions may feel
“smarter"” in large monorepos or when needing to touch multiple parts of the code. One engineer
noted Cursor's tab completion is "occasionally so magic it defies reality - ~25% of the time it
anticipates exactly what | want” (Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Cursor - The Al Code Editor). All three
support multi-line continuations, but Cursor and Codeium also support “fill-in-the-middle"”
completions (where the Al can generate code between existing code, not just at the end) to better
handle boilerplate insertion (Common Use Cases - Windsurf Docs) (Common Use Cases - Windsurf
Docs).
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¢ Handling of Different Languages & Frameworks: Codeium explicitly supports 70+ programming
languages and frameworks, from mainstream ones like Python, Java, JS, C# to niche ones like Rust,
Dart, even SQL and Kubernetes manifests (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open
Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All
Things Open). Copilot's support is effectively similarly broad (it can complete anything it saw on
GitHub, which covers most languages/frameworks in use (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source - All Things Open)). In practice, Copilot and Codeium both excel in popular
languages; they also have strengths in config or query languages (e.g., suggesting SQL queries or
YAML snippets) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open).
Cursor, by leveraging GPT-4 and Claude, has support for any language those models know (which is
many), and it's shown it can even handle multi-language projects seamlessly (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant
is better?). One advantage of Cursor: if your project uses multiple languages (say a Python backend
and TypeScript frontend), Cursor's single Al agent can operate across them in one workspace
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). All tools are good at common
frameworks, but Copilot has an extra boost for frameworks that are very prominent on GitHub. For
instance, Copilot might be slightly better for an obscure JavaScript library if it appeared in training
data; Codeium’s model might not have seen it unless it was in permissive-license code. Quality
benchmarks are hard to come by, but anecdotally: GitHub’s own research showed Copilot can help
developers code "up to 55% faster” on certain tasks (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact
in the enterprise with Accenture - The GitHub Blog), and World Wide Technology (WWT) found
Codeium gave “30-50% efficiency improvements for repetitive tasks” in their enterprise use
(Codeium - Overview - WWT). These suggest that all three, when used well, can substantially
speed up coding for boilerplate and routine code, while handling complex logic still requires the
developer’s guidance.

e Advanced Al Features: Beyond basic completion, Cursor is the most feature-rich. Its Composer
and Agent allow generating entire modules or performing multi-step refactors automatically —
essentially acting like an autonomous junior developer for scoped tasks (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is
better?). For example, Cursor can take a prompt to “add user authentication to this Flask app” and
attempt to modify multiple files, install packages, and so on (leveraging the Agent to run commands)
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is better?). This "Al agent” concept is cutting-edge and not something Copilot or
Codeium offer in full yet (Copilot has multi-file edits and CLI help, but it doesn’t go as far as running
your build tools automatically) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?).
Codeium's Windsurf Editor is introducing a similar idea with Cascade agents, focusing on deep
codebase understanding and multi-file operations (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium))
(Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). Cascade can, for instance, detect if its code
generation fails a linter and automatically fix it (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) —
pointing to an agentic behavior where the Al iteratively improves its outputs. Copilot currently does
not have an agent that executes on your behalf (though Microsoft has hinted at “Copilot Studio” for
custom copilots in other domains (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings Conference
Call)). For now, if you want the most autonomous Al helper, Cursor leads. If you prefer a more
controlled assistant that sticks to suggesting code (and maybe doing batch edits on request),
Copilot and Codeium suffice.
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P reiiontabs Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

¢ Quality of Chat/Explanations: All three have a chat feature to ask coding questions. Copilot Chat
and Cursor Chat both can explain code, suggest improvements, or answer how-to questions within
the IDE (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). Cursor’s chat shines with its ability to incorporate large
context (due to file dropping and big-model support) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?) — for example, you could drop a 5,000-line log or a complex file and ask
questions about it. Copilot Chat recently added the ability to attach specific files as context, but may
still be limited by model context window (which with GPT-4 is significant, but not as large as Claude's
100k token context that Cursor can use) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is
better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). Codeium’s chat (in editors
or Windsurf) is also context-aware and useful for Q&A, but it uses Codeium’s own model or
optionally GPT-4 for teams, so its answers are comparable to GPT-3.5 in quality unless you have the
GPT-4 upgrade (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open).
In summary: Copilot and Cursor (with GPT-4/Claude) give extremely strong conversational help
(often akin to using ChatGPT with direct codebase access), whereas Codeium'’s free tier chat is
slightly less "knowledgeable” (though still very capable for common questions). That said, all can
explain code and suggest fixes — a valuable aide for onboarding new devs or debugging.

Bottom Line: Each tool provides high-quality code completions for everyday development.
Copilot is battle-tested at scale, Codeium is remarkably close in capability (some users even find
it better at times (Copilot vs Codeium : r/GithubCopilot - Reddit)), and Cursor pushes the
envelope with project-wide Al actions. For pharmaceutical IT teams, this means all three can
handle your Java/Python/C++ codebases for things like automating test generation or boilerplate
model code. The differentiators will be more about how the tool fits your workflows and what
advanced use-cases you foresee (e.g. automated refactoring via an Al agent, or just inline
suggestion). In a conservative enterprise setting, one might value consistency and robustness
(Copilot/Codeium) over experimental autonomy (Cursor), but early adopters could gain
competitive efficiency with Cursor’s advanced features.

Language and Framework Support

Enterprise environments often involve polyglot stacks — for example, a pharma company might
use Python for data science, Java/C# for back-end, R for biostatistics, SQL for data
warehousing, and domain-specific languages for pipeline automation. Here's how the tools
compare in supporting various languages and frameworks:
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P reiiontabs Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

¢ Windsurf (Codeium): Advertises support for “over 70 languages and frameworks", covering
virtually all common ones (Python, Java, JavaScript/TypeScript, C/C++, C#, Ruby, Go, PHP, Rust,
Kotlin, Scala, SQL, HTML/CSS, Shell, etc.) (Codeium vs GitHub Copilot: A Developer’s Guide to
Choosing the Right Tool) (Codeium vs GitHub Copilot: A Developer’s Guide to Choosing the Right
Tool). Codeium’s model training on permissive open-source code means it has seen a breadth of
frameworks. It tends to do well on web and backend frameworks (Flask, React, Node, Spring, .NET,
etc.) and also on infrastructure-as-code templates (Terraform, Kubernetes YAML) (Comparing
GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot
and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). Notably, Codeium’s documentation and user
reports highlight that it works for data science notebooks (Jupyter, Colab) and even in the browser
(there's a Chrome extension), enabling use with SQL editors, BigQuery, or other web IDEs
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). This is a plus for
analysts or scientists in pharma who might work in notebooks or cloud labs; Codeium can assist in
those environments where Copilot might not be available.

e Cursor: Since Cursor uses general-purpose LLMs (GPT-4, Claude) and a VS Code base, it can
support any language those models understand. In practice, that's also a very wide range -
essentially all popular languages and many niche ones (GPT-4 has knowledge of less common
languages to some extent, and Cursor’s own model can handle mainstream languages). Cursor
doesn't provide a numeric count of languages, but users have successfully used it for TypeScript,
Python, Go, Java, C#, C++, HTML/CSS and more (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). One cool
aspect: Cursor can handle mixed-language projects gracefully. If you have, say, a React front-end
(JavaScript/JSX), a Java API, and some SQL scripts, Cursor’s project-wide context means
suggestions can span across them. For instance, ask Cursor chat to update an API endpoint and it
could modify your Java code and also adjust matching TypeScript API call code. This cross-language
awareness is due to its whole-project indexing (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant
is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). Also, because it's
effectively VS Code, any VS Code extension for a specific language (say for SAS or COBOL) could be
installed, though the Al might not be very trained on extremely niche languages. Cursor also
explicitly mentions support for multiple programming languages within the same project,
adapting suggestions accordingly (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?)
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). In pharma, where you might have
scripting in one language controlling analysis in another, this flexibility is useful.

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved. Page 10 of 37


https://everhour.com/blog/codeium-vs-github-copilot/#:~:text=,web%2C%20backend%2C%20and%20mobile%20frameworks
https://everhour.com/blog/codeium-vs-github-copilot/#:~:text=,web%2C%20backend%2C%20and%20mobile%20frameworks
https://everhour.com/blog/codeium-vs-github-copilot/#:~:text=Codeium
https://everhour.com/blog/codeium-vs-github-copilot/#:~:text=Codeium
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=invokable%20from%20editor%20that%20is,business%2C%20and%20enterprise%20Free%20plan
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=invokable%20from%20editor%20that%20is,business%2C%20and%20enterprise%20Free%20plan
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=APIs%2C%20translation%20of%20code%20Works,business%2C%20and%20enterprise%20Free%20plan
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=APIs%2C%20translation%20of%20code%20Works,business%2C%20and%20enterprise%20Free%20plan
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=Codeium%20claims%20support%20for%20integrations,Eclipse%2C%20Sublime%20Text%2C%20and%20others
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor%27s%20tab%20completion%20is%20pretty,you%27re%20going%20to%20edit%20next
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor%27s%20tab%20completion%20is%20pretty,you%27re%20going%20to%20edit%20next
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=and%20Python%20files%20,you%27re%20going%20to%20edit%20next
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor%27s%20chat%20%28,supports%20images%20for%20visual%20context
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=Cursor%20has%20this%20thing%20called,project%2C%20adapting%20its%20suggestions%20accordingly
https://www.builder.io/blog/cursor-vs-github-copilot#:~:text=so%20it%20tries%20to%20match,project%2C%20adapting%20its%20suggestions%20accordingly
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf

P reiiontabs Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

e GitHub Copilot: Supports all languages that were in its training set of public GitHub repos. That
practically means all widely used programming languages and many domain-specific ones,
especially those commonly committed to Git (even things like R, MATLAB, or SAS if they appear in
repos — though support may be spottier for less common syntax). Copilot is known to excel in web
frameworks, cloud scripts, and general application code, as its training had abundant examples
(e.g., it can write Django or Spring Boot snippets quite well). For less common frameworks or internal
proprietary languages, none of these tools will have prior knowledge, but Copilot and Cursor (via
GPT-4) could still assist based on general patterns. It's worth noting Copilot can also do natural
language to code translation pretty effectively (e.g., “Write a Python function to calculate dose
response”). Both Codeium and Cursor can too, but Copilot’'s Codex heritage was specialized in
converting English prompts to code, which might be beneficial for generating initial scripts from
pharma researchers’ pseudocode. That said, in the current generation, all three are comparable at
that task — it's more about model capability than tool. Copilot specifically was observed to work well
for SQL queries, configuration files, and even translating code from one language to another
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (features shared
with its counterparts).

In summary, all three tools support a broad tech stack. Codeium'’s extra integrations for
notebooks and browser might give it a slight edge for data scientists or those coding in less
traditional IDE environments. Copilot and Codeium both have strong support for mainstream
enterprise languages; Cursor inherently does too and shines when projects involve multiple
languages. For a pharma IT team, if you have any exotic, internal language, you'd need a custom
model (which none of these have out-of-the-box). Otherwise, language support should not be a
deciding factor — you can expect help whether you're writing Python to parse lab data, SQL to
query a clinical database, or Java to build a web app.

Integration with IDEs and Developer Tools

A critical practical consideration is how easily each assistant integrates into your developers’
existing tools and workflows. This includes IDE/editor support, version control integration, and
other dev tools.
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¢ Windsurf/Codeium Integration: Codeium is available as plugins for an extensive list of IDEs and
editors. Officially supported are VS Code, Visual Studio, IntelliJ/PyCharm/other JetBrains IDEs,
Vim/Neovim, Emacs, Sublime Text, Eclipse, Jupyter Notebooks (via JupyterLab extension),
Google Colab, Chrome (for text boxes), and even Databricks notebooks (Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). This means whether your developers
use modern IDEs or older ones, Codeium likely has an extension. For example, if some scientists at
your pharma company prefer Jupyter Notebook for Python, Codeium’s Jupyter extension can provide
Al completions there — Copilot cannot, since it has no official Jupyter support as of 2025. Codeium'’s
browser extension can bring code completions to web-based IDEs or even fields like GitLab's web
editor or AWS Cloud9. Additionally, Codeium’s Windsurf Editor is a standalone IDE (currently in
early release) which bundles these capabilities in a bespoke interface with additional features (like
built-in deployment previews, etc.) (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) (Windsurf Editor-
Windsurf (formerly Codeium)), though enterprise teams will likely stick to familiar IDEs for now.
Importantly, Codeium'’s plugin integration feels like a natural part of the editor — you get inline
suggestions and a side-panel for chat, similar to Copilot’s Ul in VS Code (Comparing GitHub Copilot
and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). It may require a bit more setup in some
environments (the AllThingsOpen review noted Codeium was a bit challenging to authenticate at
times in Codespaces (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things
Open)), but generally it slots in wherever needed.

e Cursor Integration: Cursor is a dedicated application (IDE), so integration means replacing or
supplementing your current IDEs with Cursor. It is built on VS Code’s codebase (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?), so it supports VS Code extensions (which is crucial -
you can install language support, linters, debuggers, etc., so you don't lose the ecosystem) (Cursor -
The Al Code Editor). For a developer used to VS Code, Cursor will feel familiar; keybindings and Ul
are nearly identical, with added Al panels. One can import their settings and even keybindings in one
click (Cursor - The Al Code Editor). The trade-off is that if your team uses something like IntelliJ or
Visual Studio, Cursor would be a separate tool - it does not plug into those IDEs. Some teams might
adopt Cursor as a power-tool for certain tasks (e.g., codebase-wide refactoring sessions), while
continuing regular development in their primary IDE. However, many companies (especially startups
and web-focused teams) have switched fully to Cursor as their daily editor because of its benefits
(Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is better?). In an enterprise setting, adopting Cursor at scale means ensuring it
supports all necessary extensions (e.g., if you have a custom internal VSCode extension for your dev
environment, it likely will work on Cursor). Cursor also integrates with git like VS Code does, and it
has its own usage analytics dashboard for teams (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor)
(Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). One notable integration point: Cursor doesn’t directly
integrate into the browser or other tools - it's an IDE only. It doesn’t have an official CLI tool for
outside the editor (Copilot has a CLI, Codeium has a web playground but not a general CLI). So
integration is mostly about adopting the Cursor editor where it makes sense.
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e GitHub Copilot Integration: Copilot is available in Visual Studio Code, Visual Studio 2022+,
Neovim/Vim, JetBrains IDEs (IntelliJ IDEA, PyCharm, WebStorm, etc.), and Azure Data Studio
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). This covers most
of the popular environments developers use. Notably, Copilot is tightly integrated into GitHub itself:
if you use GitHub Codespaces (cloud VS Code) or the GitHub web editor, Copilot is available. And in
the pull request interface on GitHub, Copilot’s suggestions can surface as described (code reviews,
explanations). Microsoft is also integrating Copilot into other tools: for instance, CLI integration (a
github-copilot CLItool) and even into the Windows Terminal. The GitHub ecosystem advantage
is significant if your pharma company hosts code on GitHub or uses GitHub Actions — Copilot can
integrate into those workflows (for example, GitHub announced Copilot for CLI and Copilot in the
command palette for code search). As of late 2024, GitHub even made Copilot a built-in part of
VS Code with a free tier (2000 completions/month) enabled just by signing in with GitHub
(Announcing a free GitHub Copilot for VS Code) (Announcing a free GitHub Copilot for VS Code).
This means integration is becoming more seamless — in VS Code, Copilot is essentially on by default
now. One area Copilot lags is anything outside those IDEs; for instance, it doesn’t support Emacs or
Eclipse (whereas Codeium does). Also, Copilot currently doesn’t have a presence in notebooks like
Jupyter or tools like MATLAB. So, integration-wise: if your developers primarily use VS Code or
Intellid and work with GitHub, Copilot slides right in with minimal friction.

¢ Collaboration & DevOps Integration: Beyond IDEs, a key integration aspect is how these tools
support team workflows. Copilot being part of GitHub means it can enhance code reviews on that
platform, and future Copilot for Business features will likely integrate with issue trackers and ClI.
Cursor has a novel concept of shadow workspaces (mentioned in their blog) where it can create a
behind-the-scenes copy of your project to let the Al experiment without affecting the main
workspace (Cursor - The Al Code Editor). This isn't exactly collaboration with another person, but it
means the Al can do things like checkout a branch, test changes, etc., without disturbing the user,
which is an innovative integration with version control. Cursor also provides an Admin dashboard for
organizations to see usage metrics, which is useful for enterprises to track Al adoption and possible
ROI (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). Codeium
integrates less into the DevOps pipeline (no specific pull-request feature yet), but because it can be
self-hosted, it could potentially integrate with internal tools; for example, a pharma company could
deploy Codeium’s server in their cloud and integrate its API for custom use (though typically it's used
via IDE plugins). Codeium does have an analytics panel for team usage (in its enterprise offering) and
supports SSO for integrating with corporate identity systems (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium))
(Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)).

To summarize integration: Codeium offers the broadest IDE/editor support, which is great if
your tech stack is varied (including Jupyter or older IDEs). Copilot offers the deepest
integration into cloud dev ecosystems and GitHub workflows, ideal if you're a
Microsoft/GitHub-centric shop. Cursor demands using its own editor, but that editor can
replace VS Code very naturally and brings unique integration (like with your entire codebase at
once). In pharma IT, where some teams might use specialized tools (like data science IDEs),
Codeium'’s flexibility stands out. On the other hand, if your developers are standardizing on VS
Code or IntelliJ, Copilot or Codeium plugins both work — and if your org is heavily on GitHub,
Copilot might feel like the native choice. Cursor will require a cultural shift (adopting a new IDE),
but its familiarity to VS Code helps. It could be introduced team-by-team for those who would
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benefit most (e.g., a team working on a huge monolithic application might see big gains from
Cursor's project-wide Al).

Real-Time Collaboration and Pair Programming Features

All three tools are primarily designed for single-developer assistance rather than multi-user
collaboration. They serve as an "Al pair programmer” for an individual. However, there are some
features relevant to collaboration and knowledge sharing within teams:

e GitHub Copilot: While Copilot doesn’t allow two developers to directly share an Al session, it
indirectly supports collaboration by integrating into code review and pull requests. For example,
Copilot for Pull Requests can auto-suggest reviewers with comments, which is a form of
augmenting the human collaboration process (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant
is better?). Also, Copilot’s answers in chat can help a developer understand code that another team
member wrote, effectively transferring knowledge. If multiple developers on a team use Copilot, each
benefits individually, but there's no shared “live” Al context. (One could imagine a future where
Copilot in Live Share sessions could synchronize, but that's not present yet). That said, Copilot's
Custom Instructions feature allows a team to share certain preferences (via a checked-in file

.github/copilot-instructions.md ) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is
better?) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?) — for instance, coding style
guidelines — so that all team members’ Copilots follow the same rules. This is useful for consistency
and collaboration indirectly.

e Windsurf (Codeium): Codeium currently doesn’t have a multi-user collaboration mode either. It's
more about individual productivity. However, Codeium’s enterprise solution allows central
administration and even connecting to a shared internal knowledge base or private model (Security-
Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). In theory, an enterprise could fine-tune a Codeium model on their
codebase so that all developers get suggestions informed by company-specific patterns (this would
be a form of collective Al learning). Additionally, Codeium’s approach of training only on permissive-
license code means it avoids suggesting large verbatim code blocks from elsewhere (Comparing
GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) - this is good for
collaboration in the sense that developers won't inadvertently insert unattributed third-party code
that another colleague then has to handle legally. In terms of real-time pairing, nothing specific is
provided (two devs can't both “drive” the Al together, aside from screen-sharing the same IDE like
any pair programming session).
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e Cursor: Cursor doesn't have a direct multi-user editing feature either. What it does have is very
strong support for a single developer to navigate and operate across the whole team's codebase. For
instance, a dev can use @mentions in Cursor to refer to functions or files by name in chat or
commands (Windsurf Editor-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) — effectively tagging pieces of the team's
codebase when asking the Al for help. This can make knowledge embedded in code more accessible
(like "@FunctionX — explain how this works"). If one developer discovers a useful Al prompt or
approach, they could share the .cursorrules config or a snippet of conversation with colleagues,
but there's no built-in feature for that sharing. Cursor’s upcoming “Ghost Workspace"” concept
(shadow workspace for Al) might eventually enable a scenario where an Al agent could propose
changes that multiple developers review together, but that's speculative. One noteworthy
collaboration-related feature: analytics. Cursor’s admin dashboard lets team leads see how
developers are using the Al (e.g., what percentage of code is Al-suggested, what kinds of prompts
are popular) (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). This can help identify patterns or training
needs (if, say, many devs are asking the Al similar questions, perhaps documentation can be
improved).

In a strict sense of real-time collaboration (multiple people working with the same Al instance at
once) — none of these provide that yet. The collaboration benefits are indirect: Copilot via
GitHub integration helps in code reviews and consistency; Codeium via self-hosting and
config ensures privacy and uniform behavior; Cursor via comprehensive project context
reduces the knowledge silo effect (anyone using Cursor can leverage the entirety of code
written by all team members). For a pharma company, where collaboration often means rigorous
code review and validation, Copilot's PR review feature stands out — it can act as an automated
reviewer that catches issues early, augmenting human reviewers (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). In high-stakes environments, having an "Al second pair of
eyes” is valuable. Codeium and Cursor don't directly insert themselves into the review process,
but developers using them might produce higher-quality code to begin with.

Additionally, all three have some notion of shared policies: Copilot’s custom instructions,
Codeium’s team settings and "rules” (it supports things like regex filters to avoid suggesting
certain secrets or patterns), and Cursor’s rules file for style. These help a team collaboratively
steer the Al's behavior.

Security, Privacy, and Compliance Features

For regulated industries like pharmaceuticals, this category is often the make-or-break factor.
We need to examine how each tool handles sensitive code and data, what enterprise controls are
available, and any certifications or compliance measures.
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e Data Privacy & Telemetry: All three tools necessarily send your code (the prompt context around
your cursor, etc.) to their Al engines to get suggestions. The difference lies in what happens to that
data. Codeium offers strong assurances: in the cloud version, they do not retain or use your code
beyond the request (and they never trained their models on private code — only on public code with
permissive licenses) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things
Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open).
Furthermore, Codeium is SOC 2 Type | compliant (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All Things Open) and for individuals it even allows opting out of any telemetry. For
enterprise, Codeium goes further: they have a “Zero Data Retention” mode that can be enforced,
meaning no code or prompts are stored server-side at all (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium))
(Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). In their self-hosted deployment, absolutely no data leaves
your environment (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). Cursor similarly provides a Privacy Mode
(on by default for paid plans) where “your code is never stored remotely” and not used to train any
models (Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). Cursor does collect
some usage data if privacy mode is off (for improving their service), but companies can enforce it on
for all users on Business tier (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code
Editor). Cursor is SOC 2 Type Il certified (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) and uses
encryption (TLS in transit, AES-256 at rest) for any data on their servers (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al
Code Editor). GitHub Copilot (Business and above) ensures that prompts and code from users are
not retained or used to train OpenAl's models (Using Microsoft Copilot Without the Cloud - Licendi).
Microsoft’'s documentation states that Copilot does not store your code or prompts beyond the
immediate processing, and none of it is fed into the global model training - this was a key point
to alleviate IP concerns. Copilot also introduced a filter that can detect if a suggestion is verbatim
from public code and either warn or block it (to avoid license infringement) (Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). However, Copilot does send data to the cloud,
and there’s no way to self-host, so organizations must trust GitHub/Microsoft's handling. Microsoft
has a strong security track record and likely meets standards equivalent to SOC 2 (Azure and GitHub
are compliant with many frameworks), though an official SOC 2 report for Copilot specifically isn't
public. In terms of user controls: Copilot users can disable telemetry (collection of usage patterns)
in settings if desired (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things
Open).
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e On-Premises and Private Cloud: This is where Codeium really shines. Codeium can be deployed
fully on-prem or in a customer’s VPC - they call this the Enterprise Self-hosted tier (Security-
Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). In that mode, you get a Docker or Helm chart to run the Codeium
service on your own servers (with GPU hardware for the models), and no traffic ever leaves your
network (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). This is
extremely attractive for companies that simply cannot send code to third-party clouds (finance,
government, pharma research code, etc.). Codeium even supports hybrid setups: e.g., the code
processing happens locally but it can still call an LLM API like Azure OpenAl or Bedrock if you allow
(Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). Or you can use their cloud but in a dedicated GovCloud
environment (they have a FedRAMP High authorized deployment using AWS GovCloud via Palantir
FedStart) (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)) (Codeium Extensions Achieve FedRAMP High
Certification, Bringing Al-Powered Coding to Federal Agencies) — indeed Codeium is the first GenAl
code assistant to achieve FedRAMP High and DoD IL5 certification (Codeium Extensions Achieve
FedRAMP High Certification, Bringing ...) (Codeium Extensions Achieve FedRAMP High Certification,
Bringing Al-Powered Coding to Federal Agencies), meaning it passed rigorous government security
reviews. For a pharma company dealing with sensitive IP, this level of compliance (FedRAMP High is
akin to meeting very strict NIST standards) is a strong indicator of Codeium’s security posture.
Cursor does not offer on-prem deployments as of 2025; their FAQ explicitly states they run
exclusively on AWS and do not have an on-prem solution, but they claim their cloud security
measures “match or exceed on-prem” (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Enterprise-Cursor -
The Al Code Editor). This means if your policy forbids cloud services for code, Cursor might be a
non-starter. Copilot also has no on-prem; it relies on Azure OpenAl in the backend. Microsoft's
strategy for highly sensitive orgs is to use Azure OpenAl Service in a region or environment that
meets your requirements (for instance, Azure has Government regions, and Azure OpenAl can be
configured with data residency), but even then, the service is cloud-managed by MS. Some highly
regulated companies have sought alternatives due to this. For example, a blog noted that
government and defense clients wanted an offline Copilot, but currently Microsoft only offers cloud,
so they might go to Codeium or others for an on-prem solution (Using Microsoft Copilot Without the
Cloud - Licendi) (Using Microsoft Copilot Without the Cloud - Licendi).

e Compliance and Certifications: Codeium, as mentioned, is FedRAMP High authorized (Codeium
Extensions Achieve FedRAMP High Certification, Bringing Al-Powered Coding to Federal Agencies) —
a big deal for U.S. government work, and indirectly a reassurance for private sector too (since many
compliance frameworks overlap). They likely adhere to ISO 27001, SOC 2, and others (SOC 2 was
explicitly mentioned for Codeium in an article (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All Things Open)). Cursor has SOC 2 Type Il (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor).
Microsoft/GitHub Copilot, by virtue of being part of GitHub Enterprise Cloud, would adhere to
GitHub’s compliance (SOC 2, ISO 27001, etc.) and Azure's (which include FedRAMP Moderate for
Azure OpenAl at least). However, Microsoft has not publicly put Copilot through FedRAMP High or
similar, probably because it can't be isolated easily — instead they rely on contractual assurances.
One specific concern in pharma could be HIPAA (for any code or data involving patient info). None of
these tools should be fed raw PHI or patient data in prompts, ideally. Microsoft has stated Azure
OpenAl can be used in a HIPAA-compliant manner if you sign a BAA and ensure no PHI is sent in
prompts unless de-identified, etc. Codeium self-host would keep everything internal, so if you had
to, you could arguably use it on some patient-related code as it never leaves your secure
environment.
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¢ Intellectual Property and License Considerations: Copilot famously raised issues by suggesting
code that matched open-source projects without attribution. Now it has a filter to block
suggestions that match public code above ~150 characters (Comparing GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We
Love Open Source - All Things Open). Codeium avoided a lot of this by training only on permissively
licensed code and ignoring GPL code (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open
Source - All Things Open), so the chance of it emitting restricted-licensed code is lower. For
enterprises, this means Codeium may carry slightly less legal risk of code licensing contamination
(Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love Open Source - All Things Open). In practice, both
Copilot and Codeium have safeguards, and it's recommended to treat Al suggestions as you would
any code (review it, run it through code scanning, etc.). Cursor's models (GPT-4, Claude) were likely
trained on a large swath of internet text/code, possibly including GPL code (OpenAl has not
disclosed exact data filtering). So theoretically, Cursor might output a chunk from a GPL project.
Cursor doesn't have a specific code-snippet filter published. Enterprises using Cursor should have
developers review Al outputs for originality if that's a concern. However, since Cursor and Copilot
allow attaching references (like Copilot can cite where code came from in some contexts), future
versions might improve on giving attribution. As of now, Codeium'’s approach to training data gives it
a slight compliance-friendly stance on IP.

¢ Auditability and Logging: In a pharma context, one might need to audit what the Al suggested
(especially if, say, it was used in code that goes into a validated system). Codeium'’s self-hosted
solution could allow logging of all prompts and responses internally (since you control the server).
Copilot for Business provides an option for administrators to view which suggestions developers
accepted and some basic metrics, but it doesn’t expose the content of prompts or responses for
privacy reasons. Cursor's admin dashboard shows usage stats but not the text of prompts either (to
respect privacy). So auditing code provenance still relies on developers to comment or document if a
significant piece was Al-generated. None of the tools currently tag the code in version control as “Al-
generated” automatically (though that could be a future feature). For now, organizations should
establish policies (e.g., “if an Al writes more than 20 lines, mention it in the PR description for
awareness” or similar).

In summary, from a security/compliance standpoint: Codeium is the most flexible and
enterprise-ready for strict environments - it offers on-prem, has FedRAMP High
authorization, and emphasizes data not leaving your control (Security-Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)) (Codeium Extensions Achieve FedRAMP High Certification, Bringing Al-Powered
Coding to Federal Agencies). Cursor has strong privacy features but is cloud-only - suitable
if you're okay with AWS cloud usage under SOC2 but not if you outright ban external cloud for
code. Copilot is cloud-only (Azure) but backed by Microsoft’'s enterprise agreements -
many companies will trust Microsoft's security given its track record, yet some highly regulated
firms still have hesitations (indeed, in 2022 some banks and medical companies initially disabled
Copilot until policy caught up). By 2025, though, we see even conservative organizations
warming up: e.g., GitHub's report noted Accenture's 50k developer rollout and that
“enterprises like Pfizer... deploy Copilot to their employees” (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024
Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call) (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings
Conference Call) (Pfizer's mention suggests even pharma companies are piloting it for certain
uses).
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Pharma IT leaders should involve their security and compliance teams early when evaluating
these tools. If your company has a strict data residency or isolation requirement, Codeium'’s self-
hosted version might be the only feasible choice. If you are comfortable with cloud as long as
the vendor is compliant and no data is retained, Copilot or Cursor can be acceptable — Copilot
with the benefit of Microsoft's contractual protections (GitHub will sign DPAs, etc.), and Cursor
with its transparent privacy mode and SOC2 report available (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code
Editor). Always ensure developers understand not to input confidential patient data or secrets
into any of these tools' prompts unless the deployment is fully within your controlled
environment.

Enterprise Adoption and Use Cases in Regulated Environments

It's important to know if these tools have been tested in environments like yours. Here we'll
highlight adoption in enterprises, especially pharma/healthcare or other regulated fields, and
specific use cases or testimonials.

e GitHub Copilot Adoption: Copilot being the oldest and backed by Microsoft has seen wide
enterprise adoption. By early 2024, over 1.3 million developers were paying for Copilot and it was
used in 50,000+ organizations, including many Fortune 500 companies (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024
Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call). GitHub specifically cites usage at companies like
Autodesk, Dell, and Goldman Sachs (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings
Conference Call). A major Accenture study showed ~90% of developers felt Copilot improved their
job satisfaction and it was adopted by over 80% of devs when made available (Research: Quantifying
GitHub Copilot's impact in the enterprise with Accenture - The GitHub Blog) (Research: Quantifying
GitHub Copilot's impact in the enterprise with Accenture - The GitHub Blog). In pharma, while
companies are generally quiet about internal tools, we do know Pfizer has started deploying
Microsoft's Copilot (likely the Microsoft 365 flavor for now, but it indicates a level of comfort with the
Copilot concept) (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call) (Microsoft
Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings Conference Call). Another healthcare example: Microsoft
noted 100+ healthcare systems use an iteration of Copilot (e.g. DAX Copilot for clinical
documentation) to assist physicians (Microsoft Fiscal Year 2024 Second Quarter Earnings
Conference Call). This shows an overall acceptance of Al assistants in high-stakes fields. The typical
use cases in enterprise include: accelerating software development (Copilot users at companies
report 20-40% of new code being Al-generated), onboarding new developers faster (the Al can
explain code and suggest best practices), and handling legacy code. For instance, developers at a
bank used Copilot to quickly write integration tests for decades-old code, something they found
tedious but necessary. In pharma IT, one can imagine Copilot assisting with writing validation tests
for software (ensuring compliance) or helping data engineers transform data formats quickly.
Testimonial: “Copilot makes me feel like 2x developer”, “It reduces drudge work so | can focus on
high-level design” are common sentiments (GitHub's survey found 88% of developers say it
improves their productivity) (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact in the enterprise with
Accenture - The GitHub Blog) (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact in the enterprise with
Accenture - The GitHub Blog).
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¢ Windsurf/Codeium Adoption: Codeium may not have as many users as Copilot, but it has strong
traction, particularly as a Copilot alternative for enterprises that need self-hosting or cost-
effective solutions. Codeium is free for individual use, which led to rapid organic adoption among
open-source developers and at companies where developers experimented with it. On the enterprise
side, Codeium'’s team states they are “working with leading companies in every vertical, including
regulated industries like finance, defense, and healthcare” — a direct result of their on-prem offering
(Forbes Al 50 Recipient - Codeium). A compelling case study is World Wide Technology (WWT), a
large tech integrator, which deployed Codeium on-prem on Cisco UCS servers with NVIDIA GPUs.
WWT reported “30-50% productivity gains for repetitive coding tasks” and improved security by
keeping everything internal (Codeium - Overview - WWT). This showcases Codeium'’s value in a
secure enterprise pipeline: developers got Copilot-like benefits while the company satisfied its
security team. Another example: Codeium’'s FedRAMP High approval implies that defense
organizations (which include healthcare agencies like VA or DoD health) have vetted it. The Indian
Health Service (IHS) or CDC could potentially be exploring it given that certification (though
specific names aren’t public). We also see startups and smaller enterprises using Codeium when
budget is a concern — Copilot costs per seat, whereas Codeium'’s free tier and relatively lower
enterprise cost (more on pricing next) is attractive. On user review platforms, Codeium often gets
praise for fast performance and not requiring a GitHub login (important for those who can't use
GitHub for auth) (Codeium vs GitHub Copilot: A Developer's Guide to Choosing the Right Tool)
(Codeium vs GitHub Copilot: A Developer's Guide to Choosing the Right Tool). In terms of pharma
use cases, think of internal R&D software: a pharma dev team could use Codeium to accelerate
development of lab management tools or data processing pipelines, with Codeium integrated in their
private GitLab and running on-prem to avoid exposing proprietary algorithms (e.g., code for
analyzing assay results). Anecdotal testimonial from a developer in biotech: “We deployed Codeium
in our secure cloud to help our scientists write analysis scripts; it’s like giving them a smart assistant
that knows Python and R well, and it hasn’t posed IP risks”. Overall, Codeium'’s adoption in regulated
domains is growing wherever the need for an “Al coding assistant behind our firewall” arises.
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e Cursor Adoption: Cursor is newer but has generated a buzz, especially in tech-forward companies.
On Cursor’'s homepage, they list being “trusted by engineers at” companies like Stripe, OpenAl,
Johnson & Johnson, Samsung, Instacart, Shopify (Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Cursor - The Al
Code Editor). The presence of Johnson & Johnson (a major pharmaceutical and healthcare
products company) is notable - it suggests some engineering teams at J&J have tried Cursor.
Possibly this is in their tech or data science divisions rather than regulated system development, but
it indicates interest from pharma in cutting-edge tools. Cursor claims that in trials at enterprises,
83% of developers picked Cursor over competitors as their preferred Al tool (Enterprise-Cursor -
The Al Code Editor). This is an impressive stat, reflecting how powerful developers find its features.
Additionally, Cursor boasts “53% of Fortune 1000 companies have engineers using Cursor” (likely
individual devs trying it out) (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) and "30,000+ enterprises
choose Cursor as their IDE of choice” (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) — the wording is a bit
ambiguous, but it indicates a significant footprint. Concrete use cases for Cursor in enterprise
include large codebase refactoring, migrating code (one user shared that Cursor’s multi-file
generation helped them split a monolith into microservice files), and improving code reviews (the Al
bug finder). A Reddit post mentioned using Cursor with Anthropic's model to handle an entire
codebase context, calling it “far superior to ChatGPT and Copilot for maintaining consistency across
the project” (Anyone using Cursor Al and barely writing any code ... - Reddit) (Anyone using Cursor
Al and barely writing any code ... - Reddit). In pharma IT, a potential use case could be using Cursor
to manage a complex legacy system: for example, a pharmacovigilance database system with
thousands of stored procedures — a developer could ask Cursor to update all related procedures
when a schema changes, and Cursor’s multi-file ability would help do it safely. Another scenario:
because Cursor can integrate images into chat, Ul/UX teams can drop a screenshot of an application
and ask Cursor's Al to generate code to replicate a design (similar to how one might use GPT-4 with
vision). This could accelerate prototyping internal tools. As for testimonials, on Cursor's site
engineers rave about it: “Cursor is hands down my biggest workflow improvement in years,” says an
engineer at Figma (Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Cursor - The Al Code Editor). And from Instacart:
“Cursor is at least a 2x improvement over Copilot... an incredible accelerator for me and my team.”
(Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). That level of
enthusiasm, if replicated in your teams, could substantially boost productivity.

e Use Cases Specific to Pharma: While not tool-specific, it's worth noting how Al coding assistants
can be applied in pharma IT:

o *Data Analysis and Pipeline Automation: Researchers often write scripts to process
experimental data. An assistant can help generate those scripts, suggest statistical analysis
code, or translate MATLAB code to Python.

o Legacy Systems Modernization: Pharma companies have systems for clinical trials, regulatory
submissions, etc., sometimes written in older languages. Al can assist in understanding and
refactoring those (for instance, parsing a 10k-line PL/SQL package and explaining its logic, which
Copilot or Cursor chat can do, saving weeks of reverse-engineering).

o Quality and Compliance: Generating unit tests or validation tests is a big need. These tools can
draft tests for existing code (Copilot and Codeium are often used to generate unit tests for
functions, speeding up achieving coverage goals (Common Use Cases - Windsurf Docs)
(Common Use Cases - Windsurf Docs)). They won't replace formal validation, but they reduce
the grunt work.
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o Documentation and Knowledge Transfer: New hires or auditors can use the chat to quickly
grasp what a piece of code does, which is valuable during audits or inspections common in
pharma software (for example, FDA auditors examining software could benefit from developer
tools that make documentation easier).

o Experimentation with New Tech: Pharma IT might not always be on the bleeding edge due to
risk, but Al assistants let them prototype in new frameworks quickly in a sandbox, which can
drive innovation (e.g., try building a quick web app in a new framework with Al help, before
committing resources).

In summary, all three tools have demonstrated value in enterprise settings. GitHub Copilot is
the most battle-tested at scale and has momentum (many devs already know it).
Windsurf/Codeium is the favorite where control and compliance are key, with proven
deployments in secure environments (finance, government) and strong ROl in repetitive coding
tasks (Codeium - Overview - WWT). Cursor is the up-and-comer that early adopters love -
especially attractive to teams that want maximal Al assistance and are willing to adopt a new tool
to get it. For a pharmaceutical company, if your peers in industry are any indication: we see early
adoption of Copilot (with careful data use policies) and Codeium (for those not willing to take
any cloud risk). Cursor might be piloted by advanced R&D IT teams at companies like J&J as we
saw, but it's likely less widespread yet simply due to being newer. When choosing, consider your
organization’s tolerance for cloud vs. on-prem, and whether you want a quick productivity win
(Copilot/Codeium in existing IDEs) or a potentially larger leap in capability (Cursor's new
workflow). Many organizations evaluate multiple tools — some pharma IT departments might
allow Copilot in non-critical projects while testing Codeium on-prem for sensitive projects, for
instance. Combining user feedback, developers in many domains report reduced mental load
and faster completion of boilerplate with these assistants, freeing them to focus on higher-
level problem solving (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact in the enterprise with
Accenture - The GitHub Blog) (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot’s impact in the enterprise
with Accenture - The GitHub Blog). That benefit holds in pharma as well — ultimately, less time
wrestling with code means more time innovating drugs and therapies, which is the end goal.

Pricing and Cost Considerations

Finally, a practical aspect: pricing and licensing. Cost may be less of a concern for pharma
companies than features and compliance, but it's still worth comparing as it affects scaling to
large teams:
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e GitHub Copilot Pricing: GitHub Copilot offers a straightforward subscription model. For individuals,
it's $10 per month (or $100/year) for Copilot Pro (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding
Assistant is better?). They recently introduced a Copilot Free tier (available in VS Code) which gives
2,000 completions and 50 chat queries per month at no cost (Announcing a free GitHub Copilot for
VS Code) (Announcing a free GitHub Copilot for VS Code) — this is likely to entice developers to try
it, but power users will exceed that limit. For organizations, Copilot for Business is $19 per
user/month (this plan includes the advanced features like Copilot Chat and unlimited usage) (Cursor
vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). There is also a higher Copilot Enterprise
plan at $39 per user/month that adds enterprise-specific capabilities (priority support, more admin
controls, and future features like tailoring the Al to your internal codebase) (Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant is better?). GitHub might offer volume discounts for very large
customers under enterprise agreements, but publicly the prices are as above. In summary, if you
have 100 developers, Copilot Business would be ~$1,900/month. For a large pharma IT of 1000 devs,
that's $19k/month. This is not trivial, but if productivity increases, companies justify it (and it's
comparable to the cost of other enterprise dev tools licenses).

¢ Windsurf/Codeium Pricing: Codeium’s big appeal is that it's free for individual use, forever - any
developer can install the extension and use it without payment (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)) (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). The free tier even includes access to "all premium
models” in limited quantity and essential features (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). For
professional or team use, Codeium has paid plans: recently as of April 2025, they updated pricing to
$15 per user/month for Pro (for individuals or small teams wanting more usage) (Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)) (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)), $30 per user/month for Teams (up to
200 users) (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)), and Enterprise starting at $60 per user/month
(Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). The Enterprise tier at $60 includes self-hosted deployment
or hybrid cloud, SSO integration, admin dashboard, and higher usage quotas (Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)) (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). It's a bit higher priced than Copilot at
the high end, but remember that includes the on-prem capability (in essence, you're also paying for
the model run costs on your infra). Codeium does indicate discounts for larger organizations beyond
200 seats (volume-based discounts) (Pricing-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)), so a big company could
negotiate that $60 down. There are also add-on costs if you use significantly more Al compute (they
have a credits system for heavy users, e.g. GPT-4 prompts count against credits) (Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)). Roughly, a mid-size enterprise might end up in the $30-$60/user range
depending on deployment. It's noteworthy that for basic cloud usage, Codeium is cheaper (Teams
at $30 is still less than Copilot's $39 Enterprise, though Copilot Business at $19 is cheaper than
Codeium Teams). However, Codeium'’s free option for individuals means you might only pay for those
who need enterprise features. A strategy some companies use: let devs use free Codeium
individually for non-sensitive work, and only license enterprise for those working on sensitive code or
needing on-prem.
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e Cursor Pricing: Cursor has a tiered model. Hobby (Free) gives you up to 2,000 completions per
month and 50 “slow” Al queries (slow meaning they use powerful models but queued) (Pricing-
Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). This is similar to Copilot's free
tier in limits. Pro is $20/month per user for individuals, which gives unlimited standard completions
and a generous amount of “fast” premium model usage (500 fast requests/month, unlimited slower
requests) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). The Business
plan is $40/user/month and adds enterprise features like organization-wide privacy mode
enforcement, team billing, admin dashboard, and SSO integration (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code
Editor) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). There is no published price for Enterprise beyond that;
presumably large deployments can get custom terms, but they explicitly said they do not offer
volume discounts currently (Enterprise-Cursor - The Al Code Editor). So for 100 devs, Cursor
Business is $4k/month. Cursor is thus a bit more expensive than Copilot for business use, but it
positions itself as offering more value (given its capabilities). The cost also reflects the expensive
model usage (GPT-4 isn't cheap, and Cursor foots that bill in the subscription). For a pharma IT
budget, $40/user might be acceptable if the ROl is proven to be, say, saving many hours of work per
month. One also must consider the hardware cost if not using cloud: Copilot's price doesn’t include
any hardware since it's fully SaaS. Codeium's self-hosted option means you need your own GPU
servers, which is an extra cost (but often enterprises have GPUs or can allocate cloud GPU
instances). Cursor you cannot self-host, so its price is all-inclusive.

To put it plainly: Copilot costs ~$240/dev/year (business plan) and requires trust in cloud;
Codeium can be $0 for many users and up to ~$720/dev/year for fully managed enterprise on-
prem (less with volume discounts), and Cursor is $480/dev/year for business use. Each of these
tools, if it makes a developer even 5-10% more efficient, easily justifies those costs (a
developer’s salary is much higher). And studies suggest productivity gains far exceeding 5-10%
— Accenture saw a 8% increase in initial productivity in an RCT with Copilot, and developers
subjectively feel much more efficient (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact in the
enterprise with Accenture - The GitHub Blog) (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot's impact in
the enterprise with Accenture - The GitHub Blog). WWT's use of Codeium likely paid for itself by
reducing tedious work by 30-50% (Codeium - Overview - WWT). So the decision is less about
penny-pinching and more about getting the right fit. One should also consider license terms:
Copilot’s terms require a GitHub account and agree to data usage (with enterprise options to
restrict it); Codeium's enterprise license will come with support and certain SLAs, and likely a
clause that your data stays your own (especially in self-hosted mode); Cursor’s terms promise
code ownership remains with the user (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-Cursor -
The Al Code Editor).

For a pharma company, cost might also include training and rollout. Copilot's wide usage means
many devs may already be familiar with it (less training needed), whereas Cursor might require a
training session to exploit all features. Codeium'’s free availability allows easy pilot testing (you
can have a few devs try it without any purchase), which is great for evaluation. In fact, one
strategy is to pilot all three: perhaps allow a subset of users to try Codeium (free) and Cursor
(free tier) and Copilot (free trial) in parallel, gather feedback and then decide. The good news:
there's competition, which helps keep pricing in check and innovation rapid.
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Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Below is a summary table comparing the three tools across the discussed dimensions:

Comparison Summary Table

Aspect

Code
Completion
Quality
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Windsurf (Codeium)

Excellent multi-line
completions; model on
par with GPT-3.5
(often comparable to
Copilot's suggestions)
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open)
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Provides multiple
suggestion alternatives
and handles common
languages well. New
Windsurf “Cascade”
agent can
autonomously
improve/fix code
(beta). Overall slightly
edges Copilot in
offering varied
suggestions
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open)
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-

Cursor

Outstanding
project-wide
suggestions
(leverages full
codebase
context). Auto-
imports missing
references and
predicts next
edit location
(Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding
Assistant is
better?).
Advanced
“Composer” can
generate entire
features;
"Agent”
executes tasks
across files
(Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding
Assistant is
better?) (Cursor
vs GitHub
Copilot: Which
Al Coding
Assistant is

GitHub Copilot

Top-tier inline code
predictions powered by
OpenAl Codex/GPT-4
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Excels at common
patterns and large
public code
knowledge. Very fluent
in developer intent.
Provides single or
multi-line completions
and can cycle through
alternatives (Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot: Which
Al Coding Assistant is
better?). Chat (with
GPT-4) improves
handling larger asks.
Overall reliable and
polished; considered
the benchmark, coding
up to 55% faster in
studies (Research:
Quantifying GitHub
Copilot's impact in the
enterprise with
Accenture - The
GitHub Blog).
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Aspect

Language &
Framework
Support
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Windsurf (Codeium)

We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).

70+
languages/frameworks
(Python, Java, C#,
JS/TS, C/C++, Go,
Rust, SQL, HTML/CSS,
Kotlin, Swift, PHP, R,
etc.) (Codeium vs
GitHub Copilot: A
Developer's Guide to
Choosing the Right
Tool) (Codeium vs
GitHub Copilot: A
Developer's Guide to
Choosing the Right
Tool). Strong in
web/backend and
config languages
(YAML, Docker,
Terraform) (Comparing
GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

better?). Quality
is extremely
high with GPT-
4/Claude (often
seen as more
"aware" of
context than
others). Chosen
as favorite by
83% of devs in
trials
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).

Virtually all
languages
supported via
GPT-4/Claude
(anything those
models know).
Great for multi-
language
projects — can
handle hybrid
codebases (e.g.,
a JS frontend
with a Python
backend) in one
workspace
(Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding
Assistant is
better?) (Cursor
vs GitHub

GitHub Copilot

Supports all popular
languages and many
niche ones (as found
on GitHub) (Comparing
GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All
Things Open).
Excellent with Python,
JavaScript/TypeScript,
Java, C#, C++, Ruby,
SQL, Bash, etc. and
frameworks like React,
Node, Django, Spring.
Also works for things
like Kubernetes
configs, writing
queries, or even
generating regex. LLM
has seen vast GitHub
code, so it's versatile
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Aspect

IDE/Tool
Integration

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.

Windsurf (Codeium)

Open Source - All
Things Open). Plugins
available for Jupyter,
Colab, and Chrome
extend support to data
science and web
environments
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Trained only on
permissive open-
source, minimizing
license conflict
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).

Plugins for 40+ IDEs:
VS Code, Visual
Studio, JetBrains
(Intellid, PyCharm...),
Vim/Neovim, Emacs,
Sublime, Eclipse,
JupyterLab, Colab,
Databricks, Chrome
browser, etc.
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Very broad support —
likely whatever IDE
your team uses,

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

Copilot: Which
Al Coding
Assistant is
better?). VS
Code
ecosystem
means any
language with a
VS Code
extension is
supported.
Particularly
praised for
TypeScript,
Python, Go
completions.

Provided as its
own Cursor IDE
(a fork of VS
Code) (Cursor
vs GitHub
Copilot: Which
Al Coding
Assistant is
better?). Feels
familiar to VS
Code users
(supports all VS
Code
extensions,
themes,
keybindings)

GitHub Copilot

(but no official Jupyter
support).

Extensions for VS
Code, Visual Studio,
JetBrains IDEs,
Neovim/Vim, Azure
Data Studio, and
available in GitHub
Codespaces
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Deep integration with
GitHub: Copilot in Pull
Requests for code
reviews, in CLI, and
part of GitHub's web
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E IntuitionLabs

Aspect

Collaboration
Features

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.

Windsurf (Codeium)

Codeium has it. Also
offers its own
Windsurf Editor for an
Al-centric IDE
experience (Windsurf
Editor-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Integrates with GitLab,
Bitbucket via editor,
but no direct cloud
repo integration
(focused in-IDE).

No multi-user live
collaboration (each
dev has their own
assistant). However,
supports team-wide
settings: e.g., can
enforce certain
suggestions off
(security rules) across
team. Codeium's
consistent suggestions

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

(Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).
Requires
switching to the
Cursor app for
development -
no plugin for
other IDEs.
Integrates with
git and
terminals within
the IDE. Great
for teams
standardizing on
VS Code via
Cursor, but not
usable in other
editors. Has
admin
dashboard for
orgs
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).

No direct pair-
programming or
shared Al
session. Each
user's Cursor
works
independently,
but team-wide
.cursorrules
can standardize
Al behavior

GitHub Copilot

editor. Now a built-in in
VS Code with a free
plan (Announcing a
free GitHub Copilot for
VS Code) (Announcing
a free GitHub Copilot
for VS Code). No
support for
environments like
Jupyter or older IDEs.
Best suited if your devs
use
Microsoft/JetBrains
tools.

GitHub PR integration
means the Al helps in
code review comments
visible to the team
(Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is
better?). No shared
chat, but Copilot Chat
can explain code to any
developer (useful for
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Aspect

© 2025 IntuitionLabs.ai. All rights reserved.

Windsurf (Codeium)

(trained on permissible
code) help avoid
introducing licensed
code (Comparing
GitHub Copilot and
Codeium-We Love
Open Source - All
Things Open).
Enterprise self-host
allows sharing the
same Al instance
among team if needed.

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

(coding style
guidelines, etc.)
(Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding
Assistant is
better?) (Cursor
vs GitHub
Copilot: Which
Al Coding
Assistant is
better?).
Cursor's code
analysis (bug
finder, code
review) can
assist code
collaboration by
catching issues
teammates
might miss
(Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot:
Which Al Coding
Assistant is
better?) (Cursor
vs GitHub
Copilot: Which
Al Coding
Assistant is
better?).
Analytics let
team leads see
Al usage
patterns
(Enterprise-

GitHub Copilot

understanding
colleagues' code).
Custom instructions
file can be shared to
guide style for all devs
(Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is
better?). Copilot does
not yet sync between
two users in real-time,
but via GitHub, it
indirectly aids
collaboration (review
suggestions, commit
message generation,
etc.).
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Security &
Privacy
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Windsurf (Codeium)

Strong enterprise
focus: data can stay

entirely in your control.

Self-hosted/on-prem
deployment available
—no code ever leaves
your network
(Security-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Cloud option: SOC 2
compliant, no training
on your code, and
option for “zero data
retention” (don't log
any snippets) (Pricing-
Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)) (Pricing-
Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)). Trained on
permissive OSS to
avoid IP issues
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Achieved FedRAMP
High authorization for
government use
(Codeium Extensions
Achieve FedRAMP
High Certification,
Bringing Al-Powered
Coding to Federal

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).

Cloud service
(AWS) only.
Privacy Mode
ensures “code
is never stored
or used for
training”
(Cursor - The Al
Code Editor)
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor). SOC 2
Type |l certified
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor),
encryption in
transit/rest. No
on-prem option,
but designed to
meet or exceed
on-prem
security via
AWS controls
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).
Suitable for
companies okay
with cloud
processing but
strict no-
storage policy.

GitHub Copilot

Cloud-based (Azure
OpenAl) - no on-
prem. Microsoft
promises no reuse of
your code or prompts
for training (Copilot
for Business) (Using
Microsoft Copilot
Without the Cloud -
Licendi). Data is
processed in real-time
and discarded, with
opt-out telemetry.
Provides a filter to
avoid verbatim open-
source code
suggestions
(Comparing GitHub
Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source
- All Things Open).
Microsoft services are
enterprise-grade
(compliance with
SOC2, IS027001, etc.,
through GitHub/Azure).
However, some highly
regulated orgs may still
disallow cloud; for
them, Microsoft
currently has no offline
solution (Using
Microsoft Copilot


https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Measure%20increased%20developer%20productivity
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Measure%20increased%20developer%20productivity
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Measure%20increased%20developer%20productivity
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=On%20our%20Enterprise%20Self,be%20performed%20without%20a%20direct
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=On%20our%20Enterprise%20Self,be%20performed%20without%20a%20direct
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=,Unlimited%20Fast%20Tab
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=,Unlimited%20Fast%20Tab
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=,Unlimited%20Fast%20Tab
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=Both%20Codeium%20and%20Copilot%20obviously,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=Both%20Codeium%20and%20Copilot%20obviously,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=Both%20Codeium%20and%20Copilot%20obviously,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=Both%20Codeium%20and%20Copilot%20obviously,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=,1
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=,1
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=What%20code%20do%20you%20store%3F
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=What%20code%20do%20you%20store%3F
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=What%20code%20do%20you%20store%3F
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=,your%20proprietary%20code%20stays%20safe
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=,your%20proprietary%20code%20stays%20safe
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=,your%20proprietary%20code%20stays%20safe
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Do%20you%20support%20on,VPC
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Do%20you%20support%20on,VPC
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Do%20you%20support%20on,VPC
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Value%20of%20Proprietary%20Data
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Value%20of%20Proprietary%20Data
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Value%20of%20Proprietary%20Data
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Value%20of%20Proprietary%20Data
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=code%20snippets,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=code%20snippets,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=code%20snippets,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://allthingsopen.org/articles/github-copilot-vs-codeium#:~:text=code%20snippets,is%20also%20SOC%202%20compliant
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Highly%20regulated%20sectors%20,their%20controlled%20environment%C2%A0at%20all%20times
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Highly%20regulated%20sectors%20,their%20controlled%20environment%C2%A0at%20all%20times
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
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Windsurf (Codeium)

Agencies),
demonstrating top-tier
security.

Enterprise plan
($60/user/mo list)
includes SSO, admin
dashboard, RBAC,
priority support
(Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium))
(Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Supports SAML SSO
and even air-gapped
updates for on-prem
(Security-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium))
(Security-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Used in regulated
sectors: e.g., WWT
(tech integrator)
deployed on-prem and
saw 30-50%

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

Users retain
code ownership
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor). No
known licensing
issues reported,
but underlying
models trained
on broad data
(monitor
outputs for any
large verbatim
code).

Business plan
($40/user/mo)
adds org-wide
controls:
enforce privacy
mode, usage
stats, SSO
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor) (Pricing-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).
Cursor is
popular in tech
companies
(Stripe, Shopify,
OpenAl
engineers use it
(Cursor - The Al
Code Editor)).
Notable pharma

GitHub Copilot

Without the Cloud -
Licendi). Many
enterprises have
accepted Copilot after
legal review, with
usage policies (e.g., no
pasting confidential
text).

Business/Enterprise
($19-$39/user/mo)
integrates with GitHub
Enterprise Cloud -
easy for companies
already on GitHub
(Microsoft Fiscal Year
2024 Second Quarter
Earnings Conference
Call). Admins get seat
management and some
insight (e.g., who's
using Copilot). By
2024, 50k+ orgs use
Copilot (Microsoft
Fiscal Year 2024
Second Quarter
Earnings Conference
Call), including banks,
tech giants, and
consultancies. Pharma:
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https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20250317975276/en/Codeium-Extensions-Achieve-FedRAMP-High-Certification-Bringing-AI-Powered-Coding-to-Federal-Agencies#:~:text=FedRAMP%20,for%20handling%20controlled%20unclassified%20information
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Who%20owns%20the%20code%20generated,in%20Cursor
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Who%20owns%20the%20code%20generated,in%20Cursor
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Who%20owns%20the%20code%20generated,in%20Cursor
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Highly%20regulated%20sectors%20,their%20controlled%20environment%C2%A0at%20all%20times
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Highly%20regulated%20sectors%20,their%20controlled%20environment%C2%A0at%20all%20times
https://licendi.com/en/blog/using-microsoft-copilot-without-the-cloud/#:~:text=Highly%20regulated%20sectors%20,their%20controlled%20environment%C2%A0at%20all%20times
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=,coming%20soon
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=,coming%20soon
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Everything%20in%20Teams%2C%20plus%3A
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Everything%20in%20Teams%2C%20plus%3A
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=On%20our%20Enterprise%20Self,images%20from%20Codeium%E2%80%99s%20container%20registry
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=On%20our%20Enterprise%20Self,images%20from%20Codeium%E2%80%99s%20container%20registry
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=deployment,edge
https://codeium.com/security#:~:text=deployment,edge
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Everything%20in%20Pro%2C%20plus
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Everything%20in%20Pro%2C%20plus
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Everything%20in%20Pro%2C%20plus
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20Enforce%20privacy%20mode%20org,SAML%2FOIDC%20SSO
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20Enforce%20privacy%20mode%20org,SAML%2FOIDC%20SSO
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20Enforce%20privacy%20mode%20org,SAML%2FOIDC%20SSO
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=Trusted%20by%20engineers%20at
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=Trusted%20by%20engineers%20at
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=And%20more%20than%2050%2C000%20organizations,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=And%20more%20than%2050%2C000%20organizations,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=And%20more%20than%2050%2C000%20organizations,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=And%20more%20than%2050%2C000%20organizations,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=match%20at%20L304%20And%20more,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=match%20at%20L304%20And%20more,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=match%20at%20L304%20And%20more,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=match%20at%20L304%20And%20more,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=match%20at%20L304%20And%20more,to%2050%2C000%20of%20its%20developers
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
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Aspect

Pricing (as of
2025)
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Windsurf (Codeium)

efficiency boost
(Codeium - Overview -
WWT). Finance and
defense clients use it
due to self-hosting.
Growing in healthcare
— Codeium notes
usage in healthcare
orgs because of
compliance focus
(Forbes Al 50
Recipient - Codeium).
Free tier facilitates
grassroots adoption
among devs.

Free for individuals
(unlimited basic use)

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

presence:
engineers at
Johnson &
Johnson use
Cursor (Cursor -
The Al Code
Editor). Claims
use in 53% of
Fortune 1000
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).
Ideal for
organizations
that want
cutting-edge Al
capabilities and
are comfortable
adopting a new
IDE. Still new in
regulated
industry, but
early adopters
report big
productivity
gains (“2x
improvement
over Copilot" -
Instacart
engineer
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor)).

Free Hobby tier
(2k completions

GitHub Copilot

mentions of Pfizer
deploying Copilot to
employees (Microsoft
Fiscal Year 2024
Second Quarter
Earnings Conference
Call). Strong support
network and
documentation.
Microsoft offers
enterprise agreements
and support SLAs.
Copilot is often the first
choice in enterprise
trials due to brand and
integration, and many
have seen positive
results (e.g.,
Accenture's 90% of
devs found coding
more enjoyable with
Copilot (Research:
Quantifying GitHub
Copilot's impact in the
enterprise with
Accenture - The
GitHub Blog)
(Research: Quantifying
GitHub Copilot's
impact in the
enterprise with
Accenture - The
GitHub Blog)).

$0 Free tier (in VS
Code - 2k completions
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https://www.wwt.com/partner/codeium/overview#:~:text=World%20Wide%20Technology%20has%20partnered,efficiency%20improvements%20for%20repetitive%20tasks
https://www.wwt.com/partner/codeium/overview#:~:text=World%20Wide%20Technology%20has%20partnered,efficiency%20improvements%20for%20repetitive%20tasks
https://codeium.com/blog/codeium-forbes-ai-50#:~:text=Working%20with%20the%20leading%20companies,due%20to%20our%20self
https://codeium.com/blog/codeium-forbes-ai-50#:~:text=Working%20with%20the%20leading%20companies,due%20to%20our%20self
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=Trusted%20by%20engineers%20at
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=Trusted%20by%20engineers%20at
https://www.cursor.com/#:~:text=Trusted%20by%20engineers%20at
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=53
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=53
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=53
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=What%20engineering%20leaders%20say
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=What%20engineering%20leaders%20say
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=What%20engineering%20leaders%20say
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=Two%20months%20in%2C%20we%E2%80%99ve%20seen,E3%20or%20E5%20suites%20as
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=Two%20months%20in%2C%20we%E2%80%99ve%20seen,E3%20or%20E5%20suites%20as
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=Two%20months%20in%2C%20we%E2%80%99ve%20seen,E3%20or%20E5%20suites%20as
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=Two%20months%20in%2C%20we%E2%80%99ve%20seen,E3%20or%20E5%20suites%20as
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/investor/events/fy-2024/earnings-fy-2024-q2#:~:text=Two%20months%20in%2C%20we%E2%80%99ve%20seen,E3%20or%20E5%20suites%20as
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=To%20learn%20more%2C%20we%20partnered,improvements%20in%20several%20areas%2C%20including
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://github.blog/news-insights/research/research-quantifying-github-copilots-impact-in-the-enterprise-with-accenture/#:~:text=%2A%20Improved%20developer%20satisfaction.%2090,of%20total%20participants
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf
https://intuitionlabs.ai/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=document&utm_campaign=article&utm_content=comparing-ai-coding-assistants-for-pharma-enterprise-development.pdf

E IntuitionLabs

Aspect

Windsurf (Codeium)

(Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Pro: $15/month for
enhanced usage
(Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Team: $30/user/month
(up to 200 users)
(Pricing-Windsurf
(formerly Codeium)).
Enterprise:
~$60/user/month
(negotiable for large
seat counts) (Pricing-
Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)). Self-
hosting included in
Enterprise tier. Add-on
costs if extremely
heavy Al usage (credit
system) (Pricing-
Windsurf (formerly
Codeium)). Overall,
cost-effective if
factoring free usage;
on-prem value justifies
higher enterprise
price.

Comparing Al Coding Assistants for Pharma Enterprise Development

Cursor

+ 50 premium
uses/month)
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor). Pro:
$20/month per
user (unlimited
completions,
generous GPT-
4/Claude usage)
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor).
Business:
$40/user/month
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor). No
volume discount
currently
(Enterprise-
Cursor - The Al
Code Editor).
Slightly pricier
than Copilot,
reflecting
included model
costs. Offers a
2-week Pro trial
for new users
(Pricing-Cursor
- The Al Code
Editor).

GitHub Copilot

& 50 chats/month)
(Announcing a free
GitHub Copilot for VS
Code) (Announcing a
free GitHub Copilot for
VS Code). $10/month
Individual (unlimited
usage) (Cursor vs
GitHub Copilot: Which
Al Coding Assistant is
better?).
$19/user/month
Business (required for
commercial use in
orgs; includes Chat
and all features).
$39/user/month
Enterprise with
additional benefits
(Cursor vs GitHub
Copilot: Which Al
Coding Assistant is
better?). Often
available under
enterprise agreements;
GitHub may offer
custom pricing for very
large customers. 30-
day trials available.

Sources: Official product documentation and blogs (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-We Love
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https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Free
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Free
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Pro
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Pro
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Up%20to%20200%20users
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=Up%20to%20200%20users
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=starting%20at
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=starting%20at
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=starting%20at
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://codeium.com/pricing#:~:text=
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=%2A%20
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Are%20there%20volume%20discounts%3F
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Are%20there%20volume%20discounts%3F
https://www.cursor.com/enterprise#:~:text=Are%20there%20volume%20discounts%3F
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://www.cursor.com/pricing#:~:text=Includes
https://code.visualstudio.com/blogs/2024/12/18/free-github-copilot#:~:text=With%20GitHub%20Copilot%20Free%20you,5%20Sonnet%20models
https://code.visualstudio.com/blogs/2024/12/18/free-github-copilot#:~:text=With%20GitHub%20Copilot%20Free%20you,5%20Sonnet%20models
https://code.visualstudio.com/blogs/2024/12/18/free-github-copilot#:~:text=With%20GitHub%20Copilot%20Free%20you,5%20Sonnet%20models
https://code.visualstudio.com/blogs/2024/12/18/free-github-copilot#:~:text=With%20GitHub%20Copilot%20Free%20you,5%20Sonnet%20models
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Open Source - All Things Open), enterprise case studies (Codeium - Overview - WWT), and user
reports (AllIThingsOpen, Builder.io, GitHub research) (Comparing GitHub Copilot and Codeium-
We Love Open Source - All Things Open) (Cursor vs GitHub Copilot: Which Al Coding Assistant
is better?).

Conclusion

Choosing the right Al coding assistant for an enterprise — especially in a regulated field like
pharmaceuticals — requires balancing productivity gains with security and compliance.
Windsurf (Codeium), Cursor, and GitHub Copilot each offer powerful capabilities, but with
different strengths:

e GitHub Copilot is the incumbent: deeply integrated if you live in VS Code/GitHub, with a proven
track record and broad acceptance. It delivers solid code suggestions and team features like PR
reviews. However, it's a fully cloud solution, which might raise flags for extremely sensitive code, and
you are tied to GitHub/Microsoft's ecosystem. Many pharma companies will find Copilot a great
boost for general software development and will implement guidelines (like no secrets in prompts,
code review of Al contributions) to use it safely. Copilot brings the familiarity and polish that can get
developers onboard quickly.

¢ Windsurf/Codeium is the security-first, flexible alternative: it matches Copilot in core
functionality and sometimes exceeds it (wider IDE support, free usage, permissive-license training
data). Its standout feature is offering an on-premise deployment — a huge advantage for
organizations that cannot compromise on data leaving their environment. Codeium is effectively
“Copilot behind your firewall” (Security-Windsurf (formerly Codeium)). The new Windsurf IDE and
agent features show it's innovating as well. Pharma IT teams that have strict compliance rules or use
varied tools (like Jupyter notebooks) will appreciate Codeium’s approach. The trade-off might be a
slightly less “big tech” experience - e.g., updates and ecosystem integration are not as
instantaneous as Microsoft's. But Codeium'’s rapidly growing credibility (FedRAMP High certified,
used in defense) (Codeium Extensions Achieve FedRAMP High Certification, Bringing Al-Powered
Coding to Federal Agencies) indicates it can meet high bars. It can be the ideal choice when data
control is non-negotiable.

e Cursor is the cutting-edge innovator: it offers a vision of Al assistance that goes beyond
autocompletion, venturing into true pair-programming agent territory. For teams willing to adopt the
Cursor IDE, it can significantly accelerate complex refactors and understanding of large codebases.
Early users rave about productivity doubling in some cases. In a pharma context, Cursor could be a
secret weapon for modernizing legacy systems or enabling small teams to manage huge codebases.
The caution is that it's a newer product and cloud-only. You'll want to ensure its privacy mode and
security measures align with your policies. If you have a subset of developers who are eager to push
the envelope (and your security team permits AWS cloud usage), pilot Cursor on a project — it might
deliver outsized returns, as indicated by those glowing testimonials (Cursor - The Al Code Editor)
(Cursor - The Al Code Editor). Just plan for the onboarding and potential need to tweak some
workflows (since it's a different IDE).
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In the pharmaceutical industry, where any software that touches product or patient data goes
through validation and compliance scrutiny, introducing an Al coding assistant should be done
thoughtfully. Here are some final recommendations for IT leaders:

e Start with a Pilot: Identify a non-critical project or internal tool and let a few developers use one or
more of these assistants. Monitor the impact on velocity and code quality. This can build a case (with
metrics and developer feedback) to justify broader adoption. For example, pilot Copilot with a data
engineering team, and pilot Codeium self-host with an R&D software team; compare experiences.

e Engage Security/Compliance Early: Work with your InfoSec and QA/RA (Regulatory) departments
to establish guidelines for Al use. All three tools can be used in compliance with regulations if proper
SOPs are in place (e.g., "Developers shall not input production patient data into Al prompts”, "All Al-
generated code for GxP systems must be reviewed and tested per validation protocols”). Having a
documented approach will satisfy auditors that despite using Al, you maintain control over your
software lifecycle.

e Leverage Enterprise Controls: Use features like SSO enforcement, privacy mode, and admin
dashboards (Cursor and Codeium provide these) (Pricing-Cursor - The Al Code Editor) (Pricing-
Windsurf (formerly Codeium)), or GitHub's organization policies for Copilot. For instance, GitHub
Enterprise allows an admin to enable/disable Copilot for specific repos or users and to require the
public-code filter on. Tailor these settings to create the risk profile you need (maybe allow Copilot on
open-source projects, but require Codeium on-prem for proprietary drug research code).

e Educate Developers: Whichever tool(s) you choose, train your developers on best practices. They
should know the strengths and weaknesses of the Al — it's great at boilerplate, but they must double-
check logic on critical algorithms. Encourage them to use the Al for testing, documentation, and
exploration, not just coding — for example, using chat to explain unfamiliar code or to generate unit
tests. In pharma IT, domain knowledge is key; the Al won't know pharmacokinetics or regulatory
rules, so humans remain the ultimate decision-makers. Framing the Al as a smart assistant, not an
infallible authority, is important.

¢ Monitor and Iterate: Collect metrics like code review feedback on Al-written code, defect rates pre-
and post-Al, and developer satisfaction. The goal is to ensure the tool is a net positive. If one tool
isn't delivering value or is causing concern, be ready to switch — competition means you're not
locked in. For instance, if Copilot’s cloud nature is an issue, have a plan to migrate to Codeium self-
host (which some organizations have done as “on-prem Copilot” (Codeium Extensions Achieve
FedRAMP High Authorization)). Or if you start with Codeium and later find your org is comfortable
with cloud, you might incorporate Copilot as well for teams that prefer it.

In conclusion, Al coding assistants can be transformative even in regulated industries. They
won't replace developers, but they will empower them to focus on higher-level work — a
developer might spend less time on routine syntax and more on designing reliable, compliant
systems. Windsurf (Codeium), Cursor, and GitHub Copilot each present a viable path to that
outcome, with different routes around the speed-vs.-control tradeoff. A pharma IT department
might even use a mix: perhaps Codeium on-prem for core IP and Copilot for less sensitive open-
source projects, or Cursor for specific large legacy refactors while using Copilot day-to-day.
What's clear from the data and case studies is that those who have adopted these tools are
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seeing faster development cycles, better job satisfaction, and no significant downside when
managed properly (Research: Quantifying GitHub Copilot’s impact in the enterprise with
Accenture - The GitHub Blog) (Codeium - Overview - WWT). As one developer put it, “/t’s like
having an ever-attentive intern who writes decent code at lightning speed”, which is high praise
in the grind of enterprise development.

For pharmaceutical companies, where innovation and compliance must go hand-in-hand,
leveraging such Al assistants — with proper governance — can accelerate the delivery of software
that supports critical R&D and operations, all while maintaining the quality and safety standards
the industry demands. The key is to choose the tool that fits your organization’s values and
needs: Copilot for seamless integration and proven value, Codeium for control and
customization, or Cursor for cutting-edge capabilities. With the information and comparisons
provided above, IT leaders can confidently evaluate these options and make an informed choice,
ensuring their development teams are both productive and protected in this new era of Al-
augmented coding.
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DISCLAIMER

The information contained in this document is provided for educational and informational purposes only.
We make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness,
accuracy, reliability, suitability, or availability of the information contained herein.

Any reliance you place on such information is strictly at your own risk. In no event will IntuitionLabs.ai or
its representatives be liable for any loss or damage including without limitation, indirect or consequential
loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from the use of information presented in this
document.

This document may contain content generated with the assistance of artificial intelligence technologies.
Al-generated content may contain errors, omissions, or inaccuracies. Readers are advised to
independently verify any critical information before acting upon it.

All product names, logos, brands, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned in this document are
the property of their respective owners. All company, product, and service names used in this document
are for identification purposes only. Use of these names, logos, trademarks, and brands does not imply
endorsement by the respective trademark holders.

IntuitionLabs.ai is an Al software development company specializing in helping life-science companies
implement and leverage artificial intelligence solutions. Founded in 2023 by Adrien Laurent and based in
San Jose, California.

This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to your
business needs, please consult with appropriate qualified professionals.
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