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Executive Summary

Historical pricing snapshot originally published February 2026. Check current OpenAl model and pricing
documentation before budgeting.

Update (October 2026): OpenAl's newest APl models are the GPT-6 family. Standard prices per million
tokens, for prompts up to 272K input tokens, are $10 input, $1 cached input and $50 output for GPT-6 Astra
(released September 3, 2026); $2, $0.10 and $10 for GPT-6.1 Sol (September 29); $2, $0.20 and $10 for GPT-
6 Sol; and $0.10, $0.01 and $0.50 for GPT-6 Luna (both released September 22). Longer prompts cost more.
For GPT-6 models, Batch and Flex processing cost half the Standard rate, and Fast mode, which replaced
Priority processing on July 30, 2026, costs twice as much (OpenAl pricing) (OpenAl changelog). The GPT-5.2,
GPT-5 mini and GPT-5 nano prices in Table 1 are unchanged, but OpenAl has scheduled GPT-4.1 nano to
shut down on October 23, 2026, and the gpt-5-mini-2025-08-07 and gpt-5-nano-2025-08-07 snapshots to shut
down on December 11, 2026 (OpenAl deprecations). On October 6, 2026, OpenAl also replaced its five
numbered usage tiers with three (Build, Launch and Grow); Table 2 shows the new tiers. An API key carries no
separate fee: usage is billed per token, and the Build tier starts after $5 in credit purchases.

The OpenAl ChatGPT API enables developers to integrate state-of-the-art chatbot functionality into
applications, with usage charged on a per-token basis. Over time, OpenAl has continuously reduced token
prices: for example, early ChatGPT (GPT-3.5 Turbo) API calls cost only $0.002 per 1,000 tokens, about one-
tenth the price of prior GPT-3 models (openai.com) (medium.com). By early 2026, the standard GPT-5 family
models (including the mini and nano variants) were priced between a few cents and $14 per million tokens,
and in October 2026 the flagship GPT-6 Astra lists $10 per million input and $50 per million output tokens
(OpenAl pricing) (platform.openai.com) (ravensightai.com). Table 1 below summarizes representative per-
token costs for key ChatGPT-family models.

Additionally, every OpenAl API account is subject to rate limits measured in requests per minute (RPM) and
tokens per minute (TPM), among other metrics (platform.openai.com) (platform.openai.com). Free-tier
accounts have the lowest limits, but these limits automatically scale upward as users spend more or move into
paid tiers (platform.openai.com). Table 2 outlines OpenAl’s public usage tiers, which publish payment
thresholds and monthly usage limits (platform.openai.com).
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In sum, ChatGPT API pricing is usage-based and highly granular: developers pay only for the tokens they
send or receive, at rates determined by the chosen model. Understanding the per-token cost structure, rate-
limit policies, and plan tiers is critical for budgeting and optimization. The following report examines these
aspects in depth, including historical pricing changes, technical rate-limit details, plan structures, empirical
usage data, real-world case studies, and future outlook for ChatGPT API usage. All key claims are backed by
official OpenAl documentation and analyses, with relevant data and examples cited throughout.

Introduction and Background

Large language models (LLMs) like OpenAl’'s GPT series power the ChatGPT assistant. The consumer
ChatGPT debuted in 2022 (based on GPT-3.5) and quickly accelerated demand for LLM services
(openai.com). In parallel, OpenAl opened dedicated ChatGPT API endpoints for developers (first announced
March 2023), enabling custom applications (chatbots, tutors, assistants) to invoke the same underlying GPT
models (openai.com). Unlike fixed-priced consumer plans, the ChatGPT API works on a pay-per-use model:
every API call consumes input tokens (the user’s prompt) and output tokens (the model’s response), each
billed at a per-token rate determined by the model used (platform.openai.com).

This report focuses on ChatGPT API pricing and plans as of 2026. We review how token costs have evolved
from the GPT-3.5 era through GPT-4 and the new GPT-5 family, analyze tabled data on per-token rates, and
explain the practical implications. We also cover rate-limiting rules (the technical quotas on calls and tokens)
and discuss how accounts move between usage tiers that set monthly spending caps. Contextual information
(e.g. consumer ChatGPT subscriptions) is noted for perspective, but we emphasize API-specific charges.
Where available, we cite official sources (OpenAl documentation and announcements) and credible analyses
to ensure accuracy.

Terminology: In this context, a token is a unit of text (roughly 4 characters of English) used internally by GPT
models. Roughly 1,000 tokens correspond to about 750 words. Both input tokens (the user’s prompt) and
output tokens (the model’s generated text) incur charges (openai.com) (platform.openai.com). Notably,
OpenAl’s pricing tables (see below) quote costs per million tokens, so one must divide by 1,000 to interpret
per-thousand-token prices. All prices below are in US dollars and assume standard usage (no special
discounts).

Per-Token Pricing Structure

OpenAl’'s ChatGPT API uses a token-based billing system. Each model has a fixed price per input token and
per output token. These prices can differ (often output tokens cost more) and also depend on factors like
whether part of the prompt was served from the cache. Developers incur two charges per API call: one for the
prompt tokens, one for the generated tokens (openai.com) (platform.openai.com). For example, if you send
100 input tokens and receive 400 output tokens using a model priced at $2 per million input tokens and $10
per million output tokens, the input cost is $2x(100/1,000,000) = $0.0002 and the output cost is
$10x%(400/1,000,000) = $0.004, for a total of $0.0042.
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Importantly, OpenAl provides cached input pricing: if the same prompt is sent repeatedly, subsequent requests
may be billed at a dramatically lower rate (prompt caching applies to repeated prompt prefixes)
(platform.openai.com). For instance, the GPT-5.2 model normally costs $1.75 per million input tokens, but only
$0.175 per million if the input is cached (platform.openai.com). In practice this can yield large savings for
repeated queries (e.g. bot templates or standard instructions).

Table 1 lists token pricing for major ChatGPT models. Costs are shown per 1,000 tokens, which is 0.001
times the cost per million displayed in OpenAl’s official tables.

Model Input cost per Output cost per Notes
1K tokens 1K tokens (USD)
(USD)
GPT-6 Astra $0.0100 $0.0500 Flagship model since September 2026; Standard rate for prompts up

to 272K tokens (developers.openai.com)

GPT-6.1 Sol $0.0020 $0.0100 Balances capability and cost; released September 29, 2026
(developers.openai.com)

GPT-6 Luna $0.0001 $0.0005 For cost-sensitive, high-volume work; released September 22, 2026
(developers.openai.com)

GPT-5.6 Sol $0.0040 $0.0200 Promotional price, available at least through November 21, 2026
(developers.openai.com)

GPT-5.6 Terra $0.0020 $0.0120 Mid-tier GPT-5.6 model; price cut 20% on July 30, 2026
(developers.openai.com)

GPT-5.6 Luna $0.0002 $0.0012 Budget GPT-5.6 model; price cut 80% on July 30, 2026
(developers.openai.com)

GPT-5.2 $0.00175 $0.0140 Previous flagship model (platform.openai.com)
GPT-5.2 Pro $0.0210 $0.1680 Premium reasoning variant of GPT-5.2 (platform.openai.com)
GPT-5 mini $0.00025 $0.0020 Smaller model, lower cost; the gpt-5-mini-2025-08-07 snapshot shuts

down December 11, 2026 (platform.openai.com)

GPT-5 nano $0.00005 $0.0004 Tiny fast model; the gpt-5-nano-2025-08-07 snapshot shuts down
December 11, 2026 (platform.openai.com)

GPT-4.1 mini $0.0004 $0.0016 Previous-gen budget option, now succeeded by GPT-5 mini

(legacy) (platform.openai.com)

GPT-4.1 nano $0.0001 $0.0004 Previous-gen ultra-budget option; shuts down October 23, 2026, with
(legacy) GPT-5.6 Luna as OpenAl's named replacement (platform.openai.com)

Table 1: Per-1,000-token pricing for key ChatGPT APl models (all rows checked against OpenAl's price list on
October 10, 2026), derived from OpenAl’s published rates (platform.openai.com) (ravensightai.com). All costs
are in USD and approximate (actual billed increments are per-million-tokens).
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From Table 1, several trends emerge. First, smaller models cost far less: for example, GPT-5 nano costs
only $0.0004 per 1K output tokens (or $0.40 per million) (platform.openai.com), and the previous-generation
GPT-4.1 nano (scheduled to shut down on October 23, 2026) matches that output rate at twice the input price
($0.10 versus $0.05 per million). Conversely, “Pro” models (optimized for deeper reasoning) carry steep prices
(GPT-5.2 Pro is $168 per million output tokens (platform.openai.com)). Second, each new generation has
generally improved efficiency: GPT-5.2’s output tokens cost $14/million, delivering substantially more capability
per dollar than earlier GPT-4 models (platform.openai.com). For historical context, the original ChatGPT API
(GPT-3.5 Turbo) was roughly $0.002 per 1K for both input and output (medium.com), which aligned with
OpenAl’s statement of a “90% cost reduction” relative to prior models (openai.com).

Developers should carefully track token usage because costs accumulate linearly with volume. For instance,
generating a 500-word (= 600-token) response via GPT-5.2 (at $14 per million output tokens) costs only about
$0.008 (platform.openai.com). By contrast, extensive or high-volume usage (e.g. embedding GPT-5.2 Pro into
a popular app) could yield significant bills. The Managing Costs and Optimization section below discusses
budgeting strategies.

Evolution of Pricing Over Time

OpenAl’s pricing has evolved substantially. Early in 2023, the GPT-3.5 Turbo model (powering ChatGPT'’s
launch) was introduced at $0.002 per 1K tokens, a full 10x reduction from the previous GPT-3.5 (Davinci) tier
(medium.com). This reduction was achieved via engineering optimizations, as OpenAl noted a “90% cost
reduction” for ChatGPT since launch (openai.com). Thus ChatGPT API users immediately benefited from
dramatically lower prices.

In 2023, GPT-4 models were released at prices far above GPT-3.5 Turbo. OpenAl's price list still shows the
original GPT-4 (8K context) at $0.03 per 1K input tokens and $0.06 per 1K output tokens
(platform.openai.com) ($30 and $60 per million). GPT-4 Turbo cut this to $10 input and $30 output per million,
and GPT-4.1 later lowered it to $2 input and $8 output per million (platform.openai.com).

In mid-2024, OpenAl launched GPT-40 (“Omni”), a faster multimodal model. At launch, GPT-40 was advertised
as 50% cheaper than GPT-4 Turbo, which implied roughly $15/million output if GPT-4 Turbo was $30
(community.openai.com). After a later price cut, GPT-40 (now a legacy model) lists roughly $10/million output
(and $2.50/million input) (platform.openai.com). Its “mini” variant costs only $0.60 per million output
(platform.openai.com), making vision-capable models highly affordable for simpler tasks.

Finally, in mid-2025 OpenAl introduced GPT-5 as their flagship. GPT-5 brought both performance gains and
new pricing tiers. According to OpenAl’'s announcement, GPT-5 serves as a “unified system” with different
modes for reasoning depth (openai.com). OpenAl indicated that free users get GPT-5, while subscribers
receive expanded access and the advanced “GPT-5 Pro” model (openai.com). OpenAl's published rates for
GPT-5 are $1.25 per million input tokens and $10 per million output tokens, the same as GPT-5.1
(ravensightai.com). GPT-5.2, released later, costs more: $1.75 per million input tokens and $14 per million
output tokens (platform.openai.com).

Summary of price trends: Each new ChatGPT model has tended to debut at higher capability and often at a
higher price (GPT-6 Astra's $50 per million output tokens is well above GPT-5.2's $14), but OpenAl’s
aggressive cost-cutting has kept prices relatively modest. The net effect is that by 2026, the developer pays
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between a fraction of a cent and a few cents per thousand tokens for most use cases. Table 1 includes some
of these data, and all prices are backed by OpenAl’'s documentation (platform.openai.com)
(platform.openai.com) (ravensightai.com). OpenAl's pricing page lists every model and processing tier.

Rate Limits and Throughput

OpenAl imposes rate limits on the ChatGPT API to ensure service quality and prevent abuse. According to
official docs, rate limits are measured across multiple dimensions: requests per minute (RPM), requests per
day (RPD), tokens per minute (TPM), tokens per day (TPD), and (for vision/audio) images per minute (IPM)
(platform.openai.com). Any one of these limits may throttle a user’s calls. For example, even if you have many
thousands of tokens allowed under TPM, issuing 20 requests of tiny payloads could hit an RPM cap of 20
(platform.openai.com).

Important rate-limit facts include:

« Model-specific limits: Each model has its own quota. Larger models can have lower allowances: at the
Build tier, for example, GPT-6 Astra, Sol and Terra models get 1,000,000 tokens per minute, while Luna
models get 2,000,000. OpenAl notes that “rate limits vary by the model being used”
(platform.openai.com). In some cases, long-context models introduce separate limits (OpenAl cites
GPT-5.5, whose long-context requests have their own limit) (platform.openai.com).

« Organization-level enforcement: Limits apply per organization/project, not per individual user
(platform.openai.com). Team accounts must manage concurrency collaboratively.

« Auto-scaling with usage: OpenAl’s tier system automatically raises rate quotas as you spend more
(see below) (platform.openai.com).

In general, free-tier API users historically had low throughput. (Unofficial reports noted free users being
limited to only a few RPM in 2024—-2025, though official values are not publicly detailed (routerpark.com).) Paid
usage or enterprise agreements can yield much higher rates. In all cases, error responses (HTTP 429)
indicate which limit was hit, allowing clients to throttle themselves appropriately.

For practical planning, developers should consult the Rate Limits dashboard in their OpenAl account, which
shows the exact RPM/TPM caps for their account and model. OpenAl also returns HTTP headers on each
response with remaining token and request quotas (platform.openai.com), enabling dynamic throttling. More
guidance (including backoff strategies) is available in OpenAl’s “How to handle rate limits” guide
(platform.openai.com) (platform.openai.com).

Table 2: OpenAl API Usage Tiers (Monthly Usage Limits)

Tier Published qualification Monthly usage limit (USD)
Free User must be in an allowed geography $100
Build $5 in total credit purchases $500
Launch $100 in total credit purchases $5,000
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Tier Published qualification Monthly usage limit (USD)

Grow $500 in total credit purchases $200,000

Source: OpenAl rate limits and usage tiers. On October 6, 2026, OpenAl simplified the paid tiers from five (Tier
1 to Tier 5) to three: Build, Launch and Grow. An organization upgrades automatically as its total credit
purchases reach each threshold. Check your organization’s limits page for its rate and usage limits;
configurable spend limits are separate from monthly usage limits.

Table 3: Standard rate limits by usage tier (October 2026)

Tier Models Requests per minute Tokens per minute
Build Astra, Sol, Terra 5,000 1,000,000
Build Luna 5,000 2,000,000
Launch Astra, Sol, Terra 10,000 4,000,000
Launch Luna 10,000 10,000,000
Grow Astra, Sol, Terra 15,000 40,000,000
Grow Luna 30,000 180,000,000

Source: OpenAl rate limits and usage tiers. Ultrafast mode has separate rate limits.

Subscription Plans and Alternatives

OpenAl’s consumer ChatGPT service has its own subscription plans (in early 2026: Free, Go, Plus, Pro,
Business (formerly Team) and Enterprise; plan names, prices and included models change often, so check
OpenAl's current ChatGPT pricing page) (openai.com) (openai.com). While these plans offer benefits like
faster response times or advanced GUI features, they do not directly reduce the per-token costs described
above. Note:

o ChatGPT Free ($0/month): Grants limited access to OpenAl's default chat models. Useful for
experimentation, but constrained in speed and usage (openai.com).

» ChatGPT Go ($8/month): An affordable entry-level paid plan offering expanded access beyond the
Free tier, including faster responses and moderate usage limits.

o ChatGPT Plus ($20/month): Provides access to OpenAl's latest chat models with higher message
limits. Still, APl usage is separate; a developer could have Plus for chat and still pay API rates for
external integrations.

e ChatGPT Pro ($200/month): The premium individual plan offering the highest usage limits, access to
Pro model variants, extended thinking and priority capacity. These add-ons do not include free or
discounted API calls, but may include perks like increased daily limits on the web app (distinct from
TPM/RPM) and “Pro” model variants (openai.com).
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o ChatGPT Business, formerly Team (about $25-30/user/month in early 2026): Designed for small
teams with shared workspace and admin tools.

« ChatGPT Enterprise (custom pricing): Intended for large organizations, offering enterprise-grade
security, admin controls, and dedicated support. Pricing is available by contacting OpenAl sales.

For high-volume enterprise scenarios, OpenAl offers capacity options beyond pay-as-you-go: Scale Tier for
more predictable capacity on eligible models and, for GPT-5.6 and later models, Reserved Tier (OpenAl rate
limits and usage tiers). Earlier, a 2023 media report on OpenAl's then-planned dedicated instances described
them as aimed at companies needing “more than 450 million tokens per day” (www.wepc.com). Although
public pricing for these is not disclosed, this illustrates a path for enterprises beyond the pay-as-you-go model.

Alternative models: While this report focuses on OpenAl's ChatGPT API, developers should be aware of
alternative LLM services (e.g. Google Gemini, Anthropic Claude, Amazon Bedrock) which have their own
pricing schemes. Pricing units differ between providers, so compare current prices and test quality on your
own workload before choosing one.

Data Analysis and Practical Examples

To build intuition, consider some concrete examples of token usage and cost. The Ravensight Al blog
provides insightful scenarios (ravensightai.com):

« Simple email reply: Suppose you send 400 input tokens (e.g. a long email plus instructions) and get 200
output tokens (the draft reply). Using GPT-5 (standard), the cost is $1.25%(400/1,000,000) +
$10%(200/1,000,000) = $0.0005 + $0.002 = $0.0025 (0.25¢) (ravensightai.com). A skilled human might
spend a few minutes and cost cents in labor, whereas the model answers almost instantly for less than a
penny.

e Long document summarization: Summarizing a 10-page dense contract might be ~6,000 input tokens,
plus say 800 output tokens for the summary. GPT-5 charges $1.25 per 1e6 for input and $10 per 1e6 for
output. At those rates, input costs $1.25%(6,000/1,000,000) = $0.0075 (0.75¢), and output costs
$10x(800/1,000,000) = $0.008 (0.8¢), for $0.0155 (1.55¢) total, before any other billable usage
(ravensightai.com).

» Image generation (October 2026 update): GPT-5.2 accepts image input; image output uses a GPT
Image model. GPT Image 2 and the GPT Image 2.5 Sunburst and Flare models (released September 8,
2026) share the same rates: $30 per million image-output tokens at Standard pricing, or $15 through the
Batch API. OpenAl estimates $0.053 of image-output cost for a medium-quality 1024x1024 GPT Image
2 image. Add prompt input costs to estimate the full request; use the image-generation cost guide for
other sizes and quality settings.

Because token costs are so low, even thousands of API calls often total only a few dollars. However, costs
can climb for large-scale or complex use: e.g. supporting hundreds of simultaneous chat sessions, each
producing 1,000 tokens per exchange, would consume millions of tokens daily. Organizations must plan
budgets accordingly, often by estimating tokens per user session.
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Discounts and free credits: OpenAl no longer grants large free quotas by default. Historically, new accounts
received some credit (e.g. $5-$18) (nitinfab.medium.com), but this has been curtailed in favor of the tier
system. Some educational or non-profit grants may still be available case-by-case. Overall, expect to pay
nearly full rates after any minimal trial credits.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples

Leading tech and business platforms have integrated ChatGPT API to power new features, validating the
model and pricing at scale:

« Snapchat (My Al): In early 2023, Snap Inc. revealed “My Al” for Snapchat+ users, a chat companion
built on OpenAl's GPT-3.5 API (openai.com). With ~750 million monthly users, even moderate usage of
My Al implies huge token volumes. Snap’s investment highlights confidence in OpenAl’s pricing model:
cheap enough (at scale) to offer as a free/paid feature.

e Quizlet (Q-Chat): Quizlet, an education platform with 60M students, introduced Q-Chat, an Al tutor
powered by GPT-3.5 Turbo (openai.com). Students can ask study questions and get answers.

» Instacart (Ask Instacart): Grocery e-commerce app Instacart launched a conversational “Ask Instacart”
feature, letting shoppers ask about recipes or products (openai.com). This feature explicitly uses
ChatGPT alongside Instacart’s data. If, say, 1% of Instacart’s millions of weekly users try it yearly, at
roughly 500 tokens query + 500 tokens answer (at GPT-5 mini text rates, $0.25x%(500/1,000,000) +
$2x(500/1,000,000) = $0.001125, or 0.1125¢, per query before other billable usage), the company can
predictably budget that expense as part of customer engagement. In March 2023, Instacart said it
planned to launch “Ask Instacart” later that year (openai.com).

These cases illustrate that even large deployments can be economically feasible with token pricing. For
example, if My Al generates 1 billion tokens per month, at $10/million that's $10,000, a small fraction of
Snapchat’s overall revenue.

Other domain examples include:

« Internal enterprise bots: Companies like Morgan Stanley and PwC have reported internal uses of
GPT-style assistants for research summaries and coding help. Though details are proprietary, their
adoption suggests token costs (at corporate scale) are acceptable compared to the productivity gains.

« Development tools: GitHub Copilot (originally powered by OpenAl Codex, now offering models from
several providers) sells Al coding assistance as a subscription; the individual plan launched at $10 per
month, and paid plans now include monthly allowances of premium model requests. While not pay-as-
you-go per token, it demonstrates a market where the backend per-token cost is amortized into a fixed
subscription.

In summary, diverse use cases, from consumer apps to enterprise tools, validate the ChatGPT API’s pricing
model. The quoted cases are backed by official reports and tech press; references are given above
(openai.com) (openai.com). We also note that user experience and model choice matter: harsh cost-cutting
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(e.g. switching to mini models) can degrade quality. Wise developers balance cost vs. capability, often caching
or truncating text to minimize token counts in routine scenarios.

Managing Costs and Optimization

Given the per-token billing model, developers can employ multiple strategies to control spending:

» Choose appropriate model: For cost-sensitive, high-volume work, OpenAl currently suggests GPT-6
Luna; compare current model prices and test quality on your workload. Reserve the biggest models for
complex reasoning or high-value queries. Because the cost difference is large (see Table 1), even
swapping to a mini model for non-critical chats can cut per-token costs by roughly 85% or more, as with
GPT-5 mini against GPT-5.2 (ravensightai.com).

« Batching and truncation: OpenAl’'s guidance suggests batching requests where possible (up to token
limits) to reduce per-request overhead (platform.openai.com). Also, judiciously truncate or summarize
prompts to eliminate irrelevant tokens. (For example, only send the last few messages of a long
conversation rather than the entire history if context permits.)

» Caching repeated prompts: As noted above, eligible matching prompt prefixes may receive cached-
input rates when the model’s minimum cacheable length and cache-breakpoint conditions are met;
confirm savings from reported cache hits (platform.openai.com). For bots with templated messages,
caching can yield large discounts. For GPT-5.6 and GPT-6 models, OpenAl also lists a cache-write rate
of 1.25 times the input price (for example, $12.50 per million tokens on GPT-6 Astra against $10 for
uncached input), so savings depend on how often a cached prefix is reused.

o Token monitoring tooling: Use OpenAl’s dashboard and API response headers to monitor token
usage in real time (platform.openai.com). Flagging “token spikes” can reveal inefficient prompts (like
overly verbose system messages). Third-party tools (token calculators) also help predict costs from
given usage patterns.

« Plan tier upgrades: If usage reliably approaches the monthly cap of a tier (e.g. $500), proactively
upgrade the account to the next tier to avoid cutoffs (platform.openai.com). Tiers also upgrade
automatically as total credit purchases reach each threshold, and a higher tier unlocks higher RPM/TPM
limits, preventing downtime due to unseen rate limits.

« Budget alerts: Set spend alerts or hard spend limits for the organization or its projects to prevent
surprise charges. A spend alert only sends a notification; a hard spend limit makes affected requests
return a 429 error once tracked spend reaches the monthly cap (OpenAl rate limits and spend limits).

Following these best practices can cut spending well below naive usage: cached input on GPT-5.2 bills at one
tenth of the standard input rate, and GPT-5 mini's output rate ($2 per million) is one seventh of GPT-5.2's ($14)
(platform.openai.com) (ravensightai.com).
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Discussion and Future Directions

The 2026 landscape of ChatGPT API usage shows a mature pricing scheme but also pending challenges. On

one hand, OpenAl has incentivized efficiency: per-token costs are now very low, enabling broad access across
industries. On the other hand, overall consumption is skyrocketing, which means total spend by companies
could be substantial. This drives continued interest in:

» Even larger context and multi-round Al: Newer models (like GPT-5 and beyond) support much longer
conversations (100K+ tokens). However, using these long contexts will increase token bills. Developers
must weigh the benefit of large contexts (more coherent dialogues) against the linear cost of tokens.
Techniques like retrieval-augmented generation (sending only relevant document snippets) can help
reduce wasted tokens in huge contexts.

« Emerging pricing models: It's possible that future pricing may include hybrid plans (e.g. subscription
block + overage charges) or spot markets for compute. For now, OpenAl seems to stick with pure usage
pricing plus enterprise contracts. The value-sensitive market (e.g. heavy enterprise vs hobbyist) might
lead to tiered price offers or volume discounts down the road.

« Competition and market effects: If competitors offer lower rates, OpenAl may adjust prices. However,
OpenAl’s current model (charging by computation/token) is straightforward and ties cost to usage fairly
directly.

« Advanced features (speechl/vision): As voice and image features spread, pricing for those modes is
increasingly relevant; for example, GPT-Live voice sessions cost $0.05 per minute, with backend model
and tool usage billed separately (OpenAl changelog). OpenAl’s docs already list costs for “audio tokens”
and image tokens (platform.openai.com) (platform.openai.com). As multimodal use grows (e.g. chatbots
that transcribe or generate speech), developers must consider those token streams too.

« Ethicallregulatory factors: In some markets, usage (and cost) may be constrained by regulations (e.g.
requiring on-device models or limits on data retention). Pricing guides like this will need to be
understood in tandem with compliance requirements (data flow, privacy costs).

Key takeaway: For 2026, the ChatGPT API remains a value-driven proposition: customers pay pennies per
use and get powerful Al capabilities. As the worked examples above suggest, the token cost of a routine text
task is often far below the cost of the equivalent human time. As OpenAl iterates new models, keeping abreast
of pricing tables and leveraging cost-saving strategies will be essential. The transparency of OpenAl’s pricing
docs (platform.openai.com) (platform.openai.com) and account dashboards aids this process.

Conclusion

This report has surveyed the pricing architecture of the ChatGPT API as of early 2026. We have documented
specific costs per token for the latest GPT models (Table 1), explained how rate limits and spending caps are
applied (Table 2 and associated text), and examined real-world usage examples. High-profile deployments
(Snapchat, Quizlet, Instacart) demonstrate that even at massive scale, the per-token pricing is economically
viable for intelligent features (openai.com) (openai.com). Nevertheless, developers must remain vigilant:
unchecked usage can accumulate costs, and hitting rate limits can disrupt service.

Pharma & biotech Al consulting - Custom software - Data engineering Page 11 of 13


https://developers.openai.com/api/docs/changelog
https://platform.openai.com/docs/pricing/#:~:text=gpt,%7C%20%240.60
https://platform.openai.com/docs/pricing/#:~:text=computer,
https://platform.openai.com/docs/pricing#:~:text=gpt,%2414.00
https://platform.openai.com/docs/pricing/#:~:text=gpt,%2420.00
https://openai.com/index/introducing-chatgpt-and-whisper-apis/#:~:text=Snap%20Inc%E2%81%A0,has%20750%20million%20monthly%20Snapchatters
https://openai.com/index/introducing-chatgpt-and-whisper-apis/#:~:text=Instacart%E2%81%A0,%E2%80%9CAsk%20Instacart%E2%80%9D%20later%20this%20year

IntuitionLabs

The GPT-6 family, released in September 2026, arrived with new processing options, including an Ultrafast
mode for GPT-6 Astra and GPT-6.1 Sol priced above the Standard rate. Questions remain on how prices will
evolve as compute costs change or as regulatory factors influence Al deployment. For now, organizations
using the ChatGPT API should regularly consult OpenAl’'s pricing documentation (platform.openai.com)
(platform.openai.com) and adapt their usage patterns accordingly.

References: All model prices and policies cited here come from official OpenAl sources (platform.openai.com)
(platform.openai.com) (platform.openai.com) or reputable analyses (ravensightai.com) (medium.com)

(openai.com). Additional insights were drawn from developer blogs and news reports on ChatGPT integrations
(openai.com) (openai.com). Each factual claim above is backed by one or more of these sources as indicated.
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About IntuitionLabs

IntuitionLabs is an Al consulting, custom software development and data engineering firm serving
pharmaceutical, biotechnology, medical-device and other life-science organizations. We work with clinical,
regulatory, medical-affairs, commercial, quality and IT teams to connect technology decisions with the work
people need to accomplish.

Al consulting and adoption

Our Al enablement services cover readiness assessments, use-case selection, governance and policies, team
workshops, adoption measurement and ongoing advisory support. We help organizations structure the
information layer behind Al: source material, context, permissions and maintained knowledge that make
generated answers useful and reviewable. Private LLM inference and hosted Al options support teams
evaluating how to operate Al with appropriate control over their data and infrastructure.

Software, data and life-science workflows

IntuitionLabs develops custom software for pharma and biotech, integrates enterprise systems, and builds
data engineering and business intelligence solutions. Areas of focus include Al agents, regulatory research,
medical writing, medical affairs, CMC information, competitive intelligence and clinical-document workflows.
Our eTMF intelligence work includes cross-system reconciliation and inspection-readiness support.

Enterprise platforms and regulated delivery

We provide Veeva services, application support, managed services, integrations and custom applications,
alongside enterprise content work involving platforms such as Egnyte. For regulated workflows, our services
include GxP enablement, computer-system validation and software development addressing 21 CFR Part 11
requirements. The applicable controls, validation responsibilities and acceptance criteria are defined for each
engagement.

Work with IntuitionLabs

Explore Al enablement, pharma and biotech software development, data engineering and Bl, and Veeva
services. Contact IntuitionLabs to discuss your workflow, information sources and implementation needs.

IntuitionLabs publishes educational research to help life-science teams make informed technology decisions.
Coverage of a product or organization does not imply a client relationship, endorsement or partnership.

Website: https://intuitionlabs.ali

This article is educational. Verify consequential medical, legal, financial, regulatory and technical decisions with appropriate professionals and the
cited primary sources. Company services are described separately from the article's research findings.
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